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YEAR IN FILM 


A frantic, blood-soaked pursuit 
of the finest, strangest, and most 
non-existent movies of 2014. 

By Sherilyn Connelly 

and Jonathan Kiefer 
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LUST FORLOCAL 


A look at the Bay Area releases 
that made our musical honor 
rollin 2014. 


By Emma Silvers 
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LETTERS 


DRUG MONEY 


But how much does it cost?: One 
thing that keeps PrEP from taking off 
has barely been mentioned: cost [“Viral 
Panic,” Rachel Swan, feature, 12/17]. 
Will insurers cover it? What if the per- 
son doesn’t have insurance? How about 
people who are not poor enough to be 
on Medicaid but not rich enough to ac- 
tually afford anything? 

moneygap 


HISTORY 
THE MUSICAL 


Current events set to music: Great 
write-up [“The Golden Age,” Emma Sil- 
vers, Music, 12/17]. Couldn’t agree 
more that this is Cracker’s best album 
and perhaps its most effective com- 
mentary on chronicling the shift of 
American (and particularly Californian) 
class and social divides. 

Anth Stat 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Deer vs. cyclist collision could 
have turned out a lot worse: Glad 
to hear the cyclist’s okay [“Cyclist and 
Deer Collide on Marin Road,” Erin 
Sherbert, the Snitch, 12/17]. That deer 
is lucky he wasn’t a beer truck. 

Rob B. 


Reader in support of San Fran- 
cisco hosting the Olympics: The 
Bay Area is totally capable of handling 
the Olympics [“San Francisco Makes 
USOC 2024 Olympics Pitch Today,” Ra- 
chel Swan, the Snitch, 12/16]. The 
Olympics would span the entire Bay 
Area, not just San Francisco, and with- 
out having to build multiple venues 
costing everyone billions of dollars. 
There’s AT&T park, Stanford, SAP 


“That deer is lucky 
he wasn't 
a beer truck.’ 


ROB B. COMMENTING ON “CYCLIST 
AND DEER COLLIDE ON MARIN ROAD" 


Arena, Levi’s Stadium, Cal, Oracle 
Arena and O.co Coliseum, and count- 
less smaller venues. By 2024, the A’s, 
Raiders, and Warriors could/should be 
in new state of the art venues as well. 
S.E can do this! 

Richard H. 


Reader opposed to San Francisco 
hosting the Olympics: Do not do ac- 
cept the Olympics, San Francisco. Some 
industries temporarily benefit (con- 
struction, hotels, taxis, and restau- 
rants), but the host region gets the long 
term shaft. Just look at the historical re- 
cord. Possibly Squaw Valley, New York, 
and Utah [ski resorts were the only ones 
that] fared well after the athletes left. 
Craig B. 


CORRECTION 


In last week’s feature [“Viral Panic,” Ra- 
chel Swan, 12/17] we misidentified the 
drug Truvada as being a generic form of 
the PrEP drug. It’s Gilead Science Inc.’s 
brand name for the AIDS prevention 
drug PrEP. SF Weekly regrets the error. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: (77-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 





SantaCon 2014 
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Calibree Photography 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Making Room For BART Bouncers 


How to establish personal space on public transportation. 


By Rachel Swan 


White-gloved train “pushers” 
are ubiquitous in Japan’s metro rail 
system, where passengers have never 
truly enjoyed the luxury of “personal 
space. But to spectators from other 
countries, train-stuffing is crazy 
enough to warrant its own YouTube 
genre. One popular clip from 2008 
shows a crowd of commuters being 
shoved through a pair of sliding doors 
— knees buckling, shopping bags 
askew, coattails nearly catching in the 
door cavity; the train looks more like a 
stock car for conveying cattle than a 
passenger vehicle. 

In the U.S., and particularly in the 
space-conscious Bay Area, that kind 
of scene would never fly. On Muni, 
drivers can call a central dispatch 
at moments of severe overcrowding 
and request more buses on certain 
routes. On Caltrain, the conductor 
determines whether a car has reached 
its capacity, and will advise people to 
quit trying to cram onto the train. 

BART operators sometimes try 
that gambit, but they also depend on 
passengers’ common sense. Unlike 
buildings, BART trains don’t have a 
fire marshal to enforce their 107-per- 
son estimated capacity per car. Ifa 
person fainted and medics couldn't 
reach him or her in time, it’s not clear 
who is legally liable. 

Thus, it’s up to riders to “self-regu- 
late,” BART spokeswoman Alicia Trost 
says. If a train seems too crowded, 
then step aside and wait for the next 
one. Or visit BART’s website to find 
out the exact number of cars on the 





next train. When a local news produc- 
er groused that his 10-car train had 
been swapped for an eight-car con- 
veyance, customer service representa- 
tives advised him to catch the 10-car 
train that arrives 10 minutes earlier. 
BART’s ticketing system allows it to 
keep accurate data on where people 
enter and exit the system, Trost ex- 
plains, and it constantly adjusts train 
size to meet the changing demand. 
That’s good news to the burgeon- 
ing population of Type-A commuters 
who have helped boost BART’s daily 
ridership to more than 400,000 (it’s 


projected to hit 750,000 by 2025). 
Overcrowding isn’t an intractable 
problem, Trost says. There’s even a 
feature on BART’s website so com- 
muters can check out how crowded 
each train car is — and adjust their 
travel time accordingly. 

Still, it’s an imperfect system. 
BART relies on its passengers to use 
common sense, in gestures as small 
as setting backpacks on the floor and 
moving to the center of the aisle. 
Should an emergency occur, it’s up to 
those passengers to let the train oper- 
ator know — which could prove chal- 
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lenging on a packed car. BART has de- 
veloped its own forms of triage, with 
crime-reporting smartphone apps 
and PSAs about proper etiquette. 

Maybe it’s time to hire a BART 
bouncer — a burly, bearded, nico- 
tine-drenched version of the pushers 
in Japan — to control the crowds on 
the train. 

Not likely, spokesman Jim Allison 
says. “Some cultures are more com- 
fortable being packed in,” he adds. 
“But we'd probably have the political 
will to get more cars before it got to 
that point.” 


Fred Noland 


Sandstorm 


The #HellaStorm 
disappointed. But notin 
every category. 


Sand is not dirt cheap. It’s 
less. 

And, if you're a city resi- 
dent, you can walk away with 
up to 300 pounds of the stuff 
for free (provided you can 
walk while hauling 300 pounds 
of sand). During inclement 
weather, the Department of 
Public Works offers San Fran- 
ciscans up to 10 30-pound 
sandbags — which are valued 
at $2.70 a pop. Prior to this 
month's so-called “#HellaS - 
torm,’ the DPW must have felt 
a bit like Oprah; 200 bags were 
given away in one 10-minute 
stretch. Overall, the city hand- 
ed out nearly 13,000 bags. 
Even after the rain subsided, 
many could still be seen around 
town, stopping up garages or 
stacked atop one another like 
tiny forts. 

It wasn’t always so easy to 
give away sandbags. In 2009, 
prior to a storm that dropped a 
hell of a lot of water on locals’ 
heads, DPW officials lamented 
to SF Weekly that, of the 3,000 
bags set aside for locals, fewer 
than 100 had been claimed. 

In both 2008 and ’09, San 
Franciscans were doused. It 
rains in San Francisco in De- 
cember, after all. But those 
storms didn't carry their own 
social media campaign. This 
one did. 

It’s an ephemeral world out 
there. And, in spite of that, 
DPW officials urge locals to 
hold onto their sandbags. For 
the next “storm of the century.” 


JE 





Reverse 
That Park 


A media empire wages war 
against chairs in the street. 


The Hearst Corporation, 
however, pines for that forlorn 
alleyway. 

On Dec. 9, it filed paperwork to 
appeal the permit that’s allowing 
the Yerba Buena Community 
Benefit District to install seats 
and rustic arches and vegetation 
on the street. Hearst’s attorneys 
claim, among other charges, that 


was a multiyear process, involving 
all the usual joyous bureaucratic 
drudgery and myriad opportunities 
for aggrieved parties to make their 
feelings known. The YBCBD raised 
and spent the $118,000 required to 
install the plaza, and would be out 
that wad if it were removed. And, 
only weeks before Hearst’s filing, 
city dignitaries filed into Annie 


Hearst Building on Market and 
Third streets, but vast real estate 
holdings, too. The 800-vehicle 
Hearst Parking Garage is adjacent 
to the Hearst Building and without 
Annie Street as an “escape valve,” its 
petition claims, “vehicles routinely 
line up bumper-to-bumper on Jessie 
Street.” 

SF Weekly is told that Hearst 


not well-received among those 
enjoying the spot. “These are naked 
intimidation tactics of a gigantic 
corporate bully against our small 
Yerba Buena/SOMA community. 
How do you think we feel about 
that?” a letter to Hearst from 

the Yerba Buena Neighborhood 
Consortium queries. “Who in the 
world do you think you are?” 


On a recent gray Wednesday, 
a few brave souls perched in the moist 
chairs now bolted onto the pavement 
on Annie Street Plaza. The succulent 
plants dangling from a rustic wooden 
arch were, if anything, looking a shade 
overwatered. 

Still, it was an unexpectedly 
serene tableau for a formerly forlorn 
SOMA alleyway-turned-public- 
lounge site. 


Street Plaza for a gala opening. 
Mayor Ed Lee hailed it as “new and 
imaginative” while Supervisor Jane 
Kim, in a dazzling scarlet coat, cut 
a ribbon and declared the plaza 
“a pedestrian oasis for workers, 
seniors, and families alike.” 

Well, maybe not. 

The Hearst Corporation runs 
not just its media empire from the 


improper permits were issued and 
that the traffic count presaging 
the establishment of a parklet 
was inaccurate and incomplete. 
Hearst is, essentially, seeking the 
demolition of the plaza. 

The timing of this move came 
as something of a jolt to the Yerba 
Buena Community Benefit District. 
Planning and installing the plaza 


One thing Hearst isn’t having, 
however, is an identity crisis. 

On that recent gray Wednesday, a 
shiny, late-model Mercedes cruised 
out of the Hearst Garage. Unable 
to turn on Annie, it waited in the 
“bumper-to-bumper’” lineup on 
Jessie Street. 

And, 90 seconds later, it was 
gone. Joe Eskenazi 


higher-ups park their cars in 

this garage, and are, presumably, 
inconvenienced by this “bumper-to- 
bumper” bottleneck. 

Messages for Hearst leadership 
passed to the company’s lawyers 
were not returned. 

An international media and real 
estate empire’s attempts to raze 
a community gathering spot were 
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REMEMBERING MARIJUANA POWS 


Law-Abiding Californians 
Remain in Prison Over a Plant 


By Chris Roberts 


The letters sent from prison 
inmates follow a script. In block 
letters, handwritten in pencil, as many 
words as possible are squeezed onto 
irregular scraps of paper. Sentences 
are vague and innocuous so as to not 
raise the hackles of the prison censor. 
They’re also profoundly depressing, 
even when the prisoner claims to be in 
good spirits. 

“On the way here, the guards had 
the prisoner next to me taken out 
and killed,” read one letter I received 
from a man who is doing time for 
running a state-legal dispensary. 
“There are other things I can only tell 
you about in person.” 

I was eager to take him up on 
the invitation for a visit. And I will 
never forget how the visit was foiled. 
On the phone inquiring about the 
visitation protocol, the prison camp’s 
warden happily said I was welcome 
to apply. He followed that by saying, 
“As long as I’ve been warden, no in- 
mate has ever accepted a visit from a 
reporter.” I could almost hear a satis- 


=U) ay 
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Renewal 
byAndersen. 


WINDOW REPLACEMENT 


fied Cool Hand Luke-like grin stretch 
across his face. 

The message was clear: No ward of 
his was going to do any talking. 

In the marijuana industry’s Wolf 
of Wall Street year, with an increas- 
ing number of would-be investors 
and capitalists squeezing in beside 
the usual crowd of rogues, outlaws, 
and dreamers, it’s easy to forget how 
recently marijuana was just a fringe 
movement with a few freaks leading 
the way. 

Some of these “freaks” are in prison 
right now. While the storm of cash 
roars overhead, it’s worth remember- 
ing those people imprisoned over a 
plant. Love them or hate them, it’s 
your money that’s keeping them incar- 
cerated this Christmas. 


MATTHEW DAVIES 

Age: 37 

Stockton 

Imprisoned: 2014 

Estimated release: 2019 

Matthew Davies was ahead of his time. 
The Santa Clara University MBA was the 
Bain Capital of cannabis. But instead of 


GET 1 
WINDOW WINDOW 
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shuttering distressed properties for 
shareholder profit, Davies turned shady 
pot clubs into clean, well-oiled medical 
machines that employed some 100 peo- 
ple. With his own production and distri- 
bution network feeding dispensaries in 
Sacramento and Stockton, his business 
model was nearly identical to the blue- 
prints cannabis entrepreneurs are using 
in Colorado today. In 2011, federal 
agents raided his Stockton warehouse 
which housed thousands of plants and 
50 pounds of pot. 
A plea to President 
Barack Obama for 
clemency went un- 
answered. Instead 
of going to trial 
and risking a 10- 
year minimum, he 
took a plea deal, 
and will serve five 
years in prison for 
business activities that California col- 
lected taxes on. “Our state happily took 
$100 million in tax money” from mari- 
juana sales, he told the Sacramento Bee 
last year. “But when the time came to 
help us out, they were never to be found.” 





keepmattfree.org 


DUSTIN COSTA 

Age: 68 

Merced 

Imprisoned: 2006 

Estimated release: 2018 

Crime: Former U.S. Marine Dustin “DC” 
Costa ran a collective and advocacy 
group in California’s Central Valley, a 
dangerous prospect now and in 2005, 


when zealous cops used Costa’s PG&E 
bill to help obtain a search warrant for 
the activist’s rural property. Initially 
charged in state court for 900 plants 
and 8.8 pounds of cannabis, the local 
U.S. attorney decided to take up the 
case in 2006 (in a court where state 
medical marijuana law is not a defense). 
Sentenced to a 15-year term, Costa may 
be eligible for release as early as 2018. 
After doing much of his pretrial deten- 
tion in Texas, he’s in a federal prison 
camp in Colorado. 


AARON SANDUSKY 

Age: 44 

Rancho Cucamonga 

Imprisoned: 2012 

Estimated release: May 8, 2021 
Sandusky was the man behind Inland 
Empire dispensary network G3 
Holistics. To supply the demand of 
17,000 medical cannabis users at three 
locations, Sandusky had a grow of 
about 1,000 plants. That’s enough to 
trigger a 10-year mandatory minimum. 
After he closed two of his three 
dispensaries under federal pressure in 
2011, the feds raided Sandusky’s 
remaining pot club in Upland, where 
they found $11,500 in cash. After 
another federal trial in which state law, 
business licenses, and tax receipts were 
rejected as a defense, Sandusky 
received 10 years. As an industry 
operator with much bigger competitors 
in other parts of California, his crime 
was being too big too early — and in 
the wrong part of the state. 


MOLLIE FRY 

& DALE SCHAFER 

Ages: 58 and 60 

Cool, Calif. 

Imprisoned: 2011 

Estimated release: Fry, Sept. 7, 2015; 
Schafer, Sept. 8, 2015 

A physician recovering from breast can- 
cer, Dr. Mollie Fry was growing 34 
plants with her husband, attorney Dale 
Schafer, at their home in the Sacra- 
mento foothills. Local law allowed them 
up to 99 plants. Other legal medical 
marijuana users in the area could get 
some of the excess harvest for a $10 de- 
livery fee. Sharing the crop wasn’t what 
landed them in prison, nor was it the 
free edibles that undercover federal 
agents picked up at a workshop the cou- 
ple gave at the local Grange hall. What 
triggered the mandatory minimum sen- 
tence were the 100 plants the couple 
had cultivated over a period of five 
years. They spent 10 years and their life 
savings on a fruitless legal fight before 
going behind bars in 2011. A hemophil- 
iac, Schafer has reportedly spent most 
of his term in a prison hospital. 


TO CONTACT A PRISONER: 
Addresses for federal correctional 
institutes can be found via the database 
atbop.gov/inmateloc 


TO DONATE TO GREEN AID 
LEGAL DEFENSE: 

Visit green-aid.com or mail donations to 
Green Aid, 484 Lake Park Ave #172, 
Oakland, CA 94610. 
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JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 





Try interviewing Bob Pritikin 
and it’s hard to get a word in edgewise. Pri- 
tikin is an easy enough subject, though. 
It’s his house guests who make trouble. 

“Your fortune! I will tell your for- 
tune!” barks a Zoltar machine like the 
one that granted 12-year-old Josh 
Baskin his wish to be 32-year-old Tom 
Hanks in the movie Big. This happens 
around 15 times an hour. 

But this Zoltar, now bedecked in 
Angela Alioto campaign buttons, isn’t 
like the one in the film Big. It is the one 
in the film Big. 

That’s the kind of place this is. 

Downstairs sits a rather stan- 
dard-looking globe in a display case. 
Pritikin paid $100,000 for it. An Amer- 
ican soldier whisked it off a desk in the 
bombed-out “Eagle’s Nest” in Austria in 
the waning days of World War II. 

Yes, it’s Hitler's globe. 

Pritikin lives in the largest private 
estate in this city, counterintuitively 
located in Glen Park and, once and for 
all, answering the question “So, what’s 
there to see in Glen Park?” He describes 
his domicile as a museum and, in the 
manner that the Smithsonian used to be 
randomly crammed with unrelated odds 
and ends befitting “America’s Attic,” it 
is. There’s Zoltar; there’s an assortment 
of military helmets; there’s a canvas 
that may or may not be a J.M.W. Turner; 
there’s a clutch of lifelike human figures 
perched behind bars stocked with very 
real booze; there’s an indoor pool ina 
room with a retractable roof; there’s 
a dummy in a faux electric chair who 
shrieks and writhes; there’s a carousel 
pig from 19th century France that may 
well have once supported the prepubes- 
cent rump of Charles de Gaulle. 

And, of course, there’s the globe, 
which, in a curatorial flourish, is de- 
marked “HITLER’S GLOBE: MAY THE 
BASTARD ROT IN HELL.” 

Which is just how you'd do it if you 
lived in the city’s largest private estate 


Pritikin says he’s 
“tired, but not retired.” 
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Me, Myself, and | 


A relief,sculpture of Carol 

Channing created entirely of 
trash graces “Chenery House,” 
Bob Pritikin's eclectic San 
Francisco manse. 


and stocked it with eclectic oddities and 
you were Bob Pritikin. 


“MAY THE BASTARD ROT IN HELL” 
isn't something you'd normally findina 
museum. You also wouldn’t cross paths 
with a large, friendly mutt given run of 
the place. The dog is half black and half 
white and Pritikin named him “Obama.” 

Well, that’s an interesting choice. 
But Pritikin made his money and his 
reputation via interesting choices. 
When he was a successful ad executive 
he kept a deli-type counter outside his 
office door along with the sign “ads 
while you wait.” There’s a special kind 
of genius in simultaneously tugging 
at someone’s heartstrings and purse 
strings. 

Obama the dog tilts his head in that 
adorable dog way and gives a look with 
his adorable dog eyes. And then, ever 


=, 


: 





so deftly, he plunges his head into your 
humble narrator’s backpack and makes 
off with his lunch. 

Well, that’s an ad man’s dog all right. 


Pritikin recently released a docu- 
mentary about his “life and legacy” (it is 
easily located on YouTube). When asked 
why he would do such a thing, Pritikin 
candidly replied, “Most everybody I know 
is dead. That’s why I only get two Christ- 
mas cards a year.’ This, figured the ad 
man and onetime hotelier to the stars, 
was his last chance to put out a film about 
Mickey Rooney, Jayne Mansfield, Liber- 
ace, or the other celebrities he used to 
hobnob with and invite to his lavish home 
for lavish parties. Liberace, Pritikin 
claims, consented to accompany on piano 
while Pritikin played the saw, with a bow, 
as a musical instrument. There is a clip in 
Pritikin’s film, which is unapologetically 
titled Me, in which he explains his virtu- 
oso saw-playing to a game show panel fea- 
turing Nipsy Russell. 

It’s that kind of film. 

A viewer's brain can begin to trickle 
out of his ears midway through this doc- 
umentary, triggered by the incongruous 
sight of Tammy Faye Bakker leading a 
gospel choir during one of Pritikin’s lav- 
ish backyard Labor Day parties (“Eight 
hundred of my closest friends, some of 
whom I actually had met”). The pace of 
the trickling increases when, right as 
Bakker exclaims “whooooo!” in mid-war- 
ble, a near-subliminal image from an 
adult movie flits across the screen. 

It’s that kind of film. 
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Photographs by Nathaniel Y. Downes 


Asked just what the hell that was all 
about, Pritikin smiles, coyly. “He put it 
in there,” he says with a nod across the 
table at Anthony Garcia, the producer 
of Me. “He thought no one would no- 
tice.” Garcia shakes his head. “It was a 
collaborative process. For the record.” 

“Your fortune!” barks Zoltar. “T will 
tell your fortune!” 


Pritikin’s documentary received a 
smattering of attention from tech publi- 
cations because of his grandiose claim 
that he coined the term “Google” — and 
that the up-and-coming internet com- 
pany owes him. 

Yes, in 1967 Pritikin created a very 
successful magazine ad for the Sierra 
Club titled “Don’t Muddy Up the Goo- 
gol.” Asked if he feels he truly inspired 
the conquering Stanford nerds who, 
30 years later, showed less adeptness 
at spelling than at search-engineering 
and registered the domain Google.com, 
Pritikin answers, “They owe me a thank- 
you note. Or something.” 

So there you go. But his bluster did 
get his documentary a few writeups 
on gizmo websites and led to a visit in 
which his dog partook of a newspaper 
columnist’s lunch. 

Not bad. Not bad at all. The old ad 
man’s still got it. 


For a slideshow of Pritikin’s mansion and 
the wonders within, visit SFWeekly.com 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


| Can 
Merchandize 


On Dec. 6, Chicago Bulls 
point guard Derrick Rose wore a 
homemade shirt during a pregame 
shootaround. In white text ona 
black background — and in the 
alarmingly garish Comic Sans font 
— it read “I Can't Breathe.” 

These were the last words, re- 
peated no fewer than 11 times, of 
asthmatic New Yorker Eric Gar- 
ner before he died from a police 
chokehold over the summer. This 
month, a Staten Island grand jury 
declined to indict the officer who 
killed Garner, the latest instance 
of a white police officer who killed 
an unarmed black man eluding 
accountability. 

Garner’s epitaph was trans- 
formed into a hashtag and, surely 
enough, a fashion accessory. Pro- 
tests from coast to coast featured 
tables where one could purchase 
a shirt identical to Rose’s. Here in 
San Francisco, the bootleg sports 
swag stands at gas stations in the 
outer neighborhoods (49ers and 
Giants paraphernalia in which, 
conveniently, the SF does not 
interlock) now feature “I Can’t 
Breathe” T-shirts. 

The local asking price, $10, 
is an improvement over what 
youd find on the internet, where 
$12.99 (plus shipping) seems 
to be the most bargain of base- 
ments. That $10, per a city print- 
er, represents a 40 to 60 percent 
markup. 

Garner leaves behind a wife 
and children. They could certainly 
use some of the proceeds gleaned 
from merchandising his dying 
words. 

But they won't be getting any. 
Garner’s heirs (or a random 
opportunist) could trademark the 
phrase “I Can't Breathe.” Basket- 
ball coach Pat Riley trademarked 

“threepeat,” after all. 

But, UC Hastings professor 
Ben Depoorter points out, trade- 
mark law exists largely to clear 
up confusion. ‘That is to say, as 
if Nike put out a line of “IT Can’t 
Breathe” shirts and buyers of 
bootleg junk thought they were 
purchasing Nike apparel. “People 
are not buying these shirts be- 
cause they are made by Company 
X,” explains Depoorter. “They’re 
doing it because that sentence 
means something to them.” 

Additionally, those shirts, 
like many of the actions of those 
wearing them, are permissible 
for the same reason: The First 
Amendment. JE 
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2101 Market Street 
M ARKET (Corner of Market and Church) 
415.861.2020 ; 


‘ ‘ 393 Sutter Street 
12 UNION SQUARE (at Stockton) 
415.434.2020 


1799 Union Street 


MAIKKINA 415.921.2020 


SEE STORE FOR DETAILS « OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER SIST, 2014 
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A frantic, blood-soaked pursuit of the finest, strangest, 
and most nonexistent movies of 2014. 


By Sherilyn Connelly and Jonathan Kiefer 


12 Fifty Thousand Top Ten Lists Can't 
Be Wrong 


13 Jonathan's Top Ten Movies of 2014 


14 In Syndicatio 


Blue Ruin 
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FIFTY THOUSAND TOP TEN LISTS 


CANT BE WRONG 


By Jonathan Kiefer 


Everybody knows these lists 
are subjective. Incomplete. Dumb. Nec- 
essary. Even for people whose job it is — 
or, you know, whose tenuous freelance 
gig it is — the idea of having seen every- 
thing, and being able to weigh in with au- 
thority on everything, at the end of the 
year or ever, is silly. You shouldn't trust 
us. Yet how the hell else are you sup- 
posed to at least begin narrowing down 
your list of must-sees? 

For starters, “everything” means 
50,000 movies, which is about how 
many get made around the world each 
year. Of this year’s crop, The New York 
Times is reported to have reviewed 
nearly 1,000. Assuming an average 
running time of around 90 minutes, 
the most efficient way for any one per- 
son to see them all would be to place 
him or herself in front of a screen ev- 
ery minute of every day for more than 
two straight months. That’s hard when 
you ve still got a few hundred from last 
year to catch up on, more than 10 of 
which, surely, are great. 

A little cravenly, perhaps, I call mine 
“favorites.” I prefer to list them alpha- 
betically. Not all of them were made in 
2014, or even available for most people 
to see in 2014, but that’s when I saw 
them. Release dates are shiftier than 
ever in these crazy abundant times. 
Last January in these pages I included 
Kumiko the Treasure Hunter and Winter 
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Sleep in a list of films to be “Excited 
About in 2014,” and whoops, it turns 
out neither was released locally this 
year. Of course, delayed releases don’t 
prevent a person from still looking 
forward to things. Kumiko did play at 
the San Francisco International Film 
Festival, and I saw it, and now! can 
say for sure that you should see it too, 
whenever it comes back to town next 
year, assuming you have time. 
Meanwhile the studios have dug 
into their risk-avoidance strategy, 
planning spinoffs and superhero se- 
quels for the rest of your life. It is at 
least statistically possible that some of 
those will be good, maybe even good 
enough to wind up on an end-of-year 
list somewhere. But then there’s all the 
other stuff. Recently announcing its 
2015 lineup, the Sundance Film Fes- 





Kumiko the Treasure Hunter 





tival reported that for the third con- 
secutive year it’s had at least 12,000 
submissions. Send a film to just about 
any festival nowadays, and whether it’s 
accepted or not the programmers prob- 
ably will tell you they’ve had a record 
year for submissions. Never mind the 
embarrassment of streaming riches 
available for reasonable subscription 
prices at any given moment from the 
likes of Netflix, Mubi, San Francisco’s 
own Fandor, or newcomer Vyer Films. 
We live in a movie-lover’s paradise, 
and also a tyrannical dystopia. In such 
a world, any given top ten list is at the 
very least an organizing principle. And 
although increasingly at the mercy of 
marketing-dollar Darwinism, any given 
list still manages to serve as a cultural 
compass. All you have to do is cross- 
check it against all the other lists. 


Winter Sleep 
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By Jonathan Kiefer 


Blue Ruin 

A bar-raiser for independent movies ev- 
erywhere, Jeremy Saulnier’s scrappy little 
revenge thriller turns on the darkly comic 
pathos of an inept avenger. It’s a revela- 
tion role for lead actor Macon Blair, with- 
out whose presence the movie is hard to 
imagine, but also a controlled blast of ex- 
hilaratingly economical storytelling. 


Boyhood 

The 12-year slice of life: what a concept! 
Widely hailed as the movie of the year, 
Richard Linklater’s insouciant epic lets us 
reflect on being a kid, and maybe also on 
being a parent, and knowing all too well 
the feeling that the speed of life, once 
presumed constant, does accelerate. 


Calvary 

John Michael McDonagh’s deeply Irish 
comedy-drama describes an apocalypse, 
in very intimate terms. The outstanding 
Brendan Gleeson plays a priest con- 
fronted with a reckoning, and a great 
grabber of an opening gives way to a pay- 
off far weirder and more stirring than we 
had any right to expect. 


Force Majeure 

The essential plot point in Swedish writ- 
er-director Ruben Ostlund’s film is a con- 
trolled ski resort avalanche; the action is a 
more metaphorical snowing under. Here 
is tonally exquisite marital strife as maybe 
only the Swedes can do, but with shades 
of absurdist, Buriuel-worthy satire. It’s 
not cruel, but it is beautifully pitiless. 


The Grand Budapest Hotel 

Of all the so-called dollhouses that Wes 
Anderson has built, this one has the 
most square footage. Its capacity is vast 
enough to contain a whole civilization — 
or at least a collective yearning for one. 
Plus, we knew Ralph Fiennes was intelli- 
gent, but who'd have thought he could be 
so bittersweetly funny? 
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Happy Christmas 

What's great about the latest structured 
improv from DIY inspiration Joe Swan- 
berg is how it allows for a lived-in femi- 
nism that isn’t zero-sum. Also, that shy 
sweet moment when Anna Kendrick’s 
character and Melanie Lynskey’s can’t 
quite look at each other while admitting 
how much they like hanging out. 


Land Ho! 

This rare delight, a perceptive movie by 
young people about non-young people, 
involves two old friends on a trip 
through Iceland. Filmmakers Aaron 
Katz and Martha Stephens transmute 
the low-key chemistry between stars 
Paul Eenhoorn and Earl Lynn Nelson 
into a timeless affirmation of human 


dignity. 
Listen Up Philip 


The insecurities underpinning white 
male entitlement come under welcome 
scrutiny in a lot of movies on this list, 
but never with as much brutal hilarity as 
in Alex Ross Perry’s film, with Jason 
Schwartzman as a hipster novelist who’s 
also a dick. The welcome surprise here 
isn’t literacy; it’s generosity. 


Night Moves 

How lonely it must be at the crossroads 
of top-notch suspense thriller and truly 
indie character study. How brave of di- 
rector Kelly Reichardt to go there. And to 
cast Jesse Eisenberg, Dakota Fanning, 
and Peter Sarsgaard as a trio of 
bomb-plotting environmental activists, 
how brilliant. 


Under the Skin 

It may once have been hard to believe 
that the same guy who made Sexy Beast 
also made Birth. Now it’s easy to believe 
that Jonathan Glazer can do anything. In 
this case, it’s soul-rattling science fiction, 
in which Scarlett Johansson fearlessly 
interrogates her own public persona. 
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HOLLYWOOD CHOP RIDI 


Lucy Raven, PR, 2012 (Color screenprint), Courtesy the artist 
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Pop culture moves pretty fast 
sometimes, and if you don’t stop and look 
around every once in a while, you could 
miss it. Here are a few of our favorite mov- 
ie-related moments of 2014 that might 
have passed you by the first time around. 


The Sad, True-to-Life Ending of 
Where We Started 

Nora (Cora Vander Broek) and Will (Mat- 
thew Brumlow) are strangers who cross 
paths at a motel in Christopher J. Hansen’s 
Where We Started. They’re attracted to each 
other, but they’re also married to other 





people, and Nora has a young son at home. 
After a night of walking, talking, and bend- 
ing the rules of matrimonial fidelity just a 
skosh, Will wants them to run off together. 
They imagine having a proper first date six 
months after their divorces, but the prag- 
matic Nora can’t see past the painful truths 
of making such a decision — including her 
child waking up in the middle of the night, 
crying for his father. Sometimes it’s best to 
end before you start. SC 


Amy Schumer’'s Tilda Swinton 
Speech at the Gotham Indepen- 
dent Film Awards 

Tilda Swinton was typically indelible this 
year in The Grand Budapest Hotel, Only 
Lovers Left Alive, Snowpiercer, and even The 
Zero Theorem. Surely she also will killit in 
Judd Apatow’s upcoming Trainwreck, 
promisingly scripted by and co-starring 
Amy Schumer. A few weeks ago, at the Go- 
tham Independent Film Awards, Schumer 
sang Swinton’s praises at length, saying 
what we all think: “Just watching her actu- 





ally makes you feel stronger. She can scare 
the shit out of you and break your heart 
and give you a boner all at the same time.” 
Also: “Hanging out with her makes me fu- 
rious at everyone else I've ever met that 
they are not her.” JK 


The Sky on Fire in After the Dark 

In John Huddle’s After the Dark, philoso- 
phy students at an international school in 
Jakarta are led by their teacher (James 
D'Arcy) ina series of thought games to de- 
cide who would be granted shelter during 
various atomic holocausts. The characters 
are never in jeopardy, always remaining in 
their classroom while they imagine them- 
selves in exotic Indonesian locales debat- 
ing who lives and who dies, then playing 
out the often tragic consequences of those 
decisions. Because it’s a fantasy it doesn't 
have to be realistic, and there’s certainly 
nothing plausible about the desolate 
plains surrounding Mount Bromo in East 
Java becoming a garden of mushroom 
clouds, but it’s also a gorgeous and thrill- 
ing sequence that captures the irrational 
tenor of a nightmare. SC 


Jaws’ Is Ridiculous, Say Kids 
Who Owe Everything to Jaws.'” 
Okay, this doesn’t exactly count as a 2014 
movie moment, but it speaks to the spirit 
of reflecting on what the culture of cinema 
means to us in general. This year, for the 
Fourth of July, Mother Jones (of all places) 
ran a hilarious online dialogue between 
Ben and Emily Dreyfuss, commemorating 
and nitpicking that one blockbuster of 
yore in which their father co-starred with 
Roy Scheider anda shark. Highlights of 
the conversation are various but include 
Ben — who works at Mother Jones so that 
explains the placement — remembering 
how he had to disabuse his mother of her 
memory that it was his father’s character 
whod killed the shark, not Scheider’s. 
“Great film,” the younger Dreyfusses fi- 
nally concur, but also, “It could make more 
sense.’ In response, Richard Dreyfuss one- 
upped the MoJo headline, tweeting cutely: 
“Jaws’ Is Ridiculous, Say Kids Who Are 
Now Out Of The Will.” JK 
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Shared cinematic universes 
were big news this year, as Warner Bros. 
(DC superheroes), Universal (classic 
monsters), and Sony (Robin Hood — no, 
really) all announced they were going to 
hitch a ride on Marvel’s super-profitable 
bandwagon. We'd like to offer a few 
more suggestions. 


Avengers of Angst Assemble 

Deep inside the mysterious area known as 
the Zone from Andrei Tarkovsky’s Stalker, 
the title character (Alexander 
Kaidanovsky) learns that the magical, 
wish-granting Room has been invaded. 
The Stalker sends a message to the dis- 
tant planet in Tarkovsky’s Solaris, asking 
Kris Kelvin (Donatas Banionis) to return. 
(Alternatively, for marquee value it could 
be George Clooney from Steven Soderber- 
gh’s Solaris remake.) He also summons 
the schizophrenic Karin (Harriet Anders- 
son) from Ingmar Bergman’s Through a 
Glass Darkly and the weary Claudia (Mon- 
ica Vitti) from Michelangelo Antonioni’s 
LAvventura. Gathering outside the Room, 
none of them can quite work up the en- 
thusiasm to go inside. Instead, they me- 
ander around the Zone, brooding in 
existential ennui. In the post-credits se- 
quence, the Stalker’s daughter (Natasha 
Abramova) is revealed to be inside the 
Room, using her mild telekinetic powers 
to push pebbles around and ruminate on 
God’s silence. SC 


The Heroes of Body Horror 

The Lady in the Radiator from David 
Lynch’s Eraserhead is missing! And so the 
big-haired Henry Spencer (Jack Nance) 
sets out to find her, first enlisting the 
help of Max Renn (James Wood) from 
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The Double 


David Cronenberg’s Videodrome. Switch- 
ing out the videotapes in his abdominal 
slot, Renn suggests they contact Brun- 
dlefly (Jeff Goldblum) from Cronen- 
berg’s The Fly, in case they need digestive 
enzymes vomited onto something. Also 
arriving is Pris (Daryl Hannah) from Rid- 
ley Scott’s Blade Runner, hoping the Lady 
can extend her four-year lifespan. They 
eventually find the Lady in the Radiator 
in Heaven, where everything is fine. SC 


Octogangers Unite 

Hey, what if all the doppelgangers from 
Coherence, The Double, Enemy, The Face of 
Love, The Identical, The Lookalike, The 
Man on Her Mind, The One I Love, and 
whatever other doppelganger-themed 
2014 films I’m forgetting just now, of 
which I’m sure there are several, all came 
together in a single movie? Or maybe it’d 
be more fitting to do it in two movies 
that mirrored each other in subtle and 
not-so-subtle ways. Would the whole 
world explode? Would some studio exec- 
utive somewhere at least make twice as 
much money? JK 


Dead Poets Society 

In October, writer-director Paul Schrader 
disavowed his Nic Cage thriller Dying of 
the Light after Lionsgate overlords rejig- 
gered the filmmaker’s initial cut. Since 
then the jokes about Schrader not going 
gentle into that good night have written 
themselves. Admittedly, [haven't seen 
the film, and therefore can’t make any sin- 
cere claim on what it may or may not lack, 
but at this point surely throwing Michael 
Caine’s Dylan Thomas-quoting physicist 
from Interstellar into the mix couldn't 
possibly make things any worse. JK 


HERGSST EXHIBIT WGALLERDES 
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TOP TEN MO 


By Sherilyn Connelly 
The Book of Life 


In a more just world, this Guillermo Del 
Toro-produced animated phantasmago- 
ria would have pulled in the same kind of 
numbers as that movie about LEGOs. In 
addition to being emotionally compel- 
ling, no movie since Spring Breakers (or 
possibly Enter the Void) has engaged the 
rods and cones so much. 


Nymphomaniac: Vol. | 

The concept sounds dodgy, and it loses 
some steam in Vol. II, but the first part of 
Lars Von Trier’s epic about a self-diag- 
nosed nymphomaniac is a thoughtful 
and (intentionally!) funny defense of fe- 
male sexuality by aman who seems 
aware that it’s not his job to defend fe- 
male sexuality. 


Patema Inverted 

There was plenty of great anime this year, 
such as Short Peace and A Letter to Momo, 
but Yasuhiro Yoshiura’s vertiginous tale 
of a young girl at odds with gravity was 
strangely overlooked. And, like last year’s 
film about Newtonian physics, it’s best 
experienced on a big screen. 


A Girl Walks Home Alone 

at Night 

Shot in glorious widescreen black-and- 
white, Ana Lily Amirpour’s Farsi-lan- 
guage film about chador-wearing, 
skateboard-riding vampire girl in a seedy 
Iranian city (portrayed by Taft, Calif.) 
echoes the early works of Jim Jarmusch 
and Alex Cox while becoming its own 
wonderfully weird entity. 


Jodorowsky’s Dune 

A Room 237-esque examination of how 
we perceive movies, the difference being 
that it’s about a film that doesn’t exist. 
And since Alejandro Jodorowsky never 
got to make his hallucinatory version of 
Dune, we're free to speculate that it 
would have been the greatest thing in the 
history of ever. 


YEAR IN FILM J 





VIES OF 2014 


Noah 

Everything you could want from Darren 
Aronofsky at his prime, at least for we 
who consider prime Aronofsky to be The 
Fountain and not The Wrestler. And like 
Scorsese’s similarly controversial Last 
Temptation of Christ, it suggests that 
there’s no greater curse than knowing 
God's will. 


My Little Pony: Equestria Girls - 
Rainbow Rocks 

Last year’s My Little Pony: Equestria Girls 
often seemed to lack a purpose beyond its 
ponies-as-humans gimmick, but it set the 
stage for this terrific sequel and its strong, 
emotionally complex redemption arc. It 
also features the year’s best non-God Help 
the Girl songs, particularly the brilliantly 
edited “Under Our Spell” montage. 


It Felt Like Love 

Few films have so perfectly captured the 
confusion and occasional blind terror of 
burgeoning young desire like Eliza Hitt- 
man’s debut film, thanks in no small part 
to Gina Piersanti’s performance. It also 
has more to say about girlhood than 
Richard Linklater’s bloated home movie 
had to say about the other thing. 


Snowpiercer 

Joon-Ho Bong’s claustrophobic train od- 
yssey is the year’s best action movie bya 
long shot, and not just because its social 
commentary roused the McCarthyites 
out from under their beds to denounce it 
as “two hours of Communist propa- 
ganda” while refusing to actually watch 
it. Their loss, our hilarity. 


God Help the Girl 

Stuart Murdoch's joyous tale of a trou- 
bled young woman finding salvation 
through song is the best live-action mu- 
sical in years. Scrappy and naturalistic, 
there’s more genuine heart in perfor- 
mances such as the new shoegaze classic, 
“I Just Want Your Jeans,” than any Os- 
car-baiting number from Les Miserables. 
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Ring in the New Year with 


MACEO PARKER 


“A consummate entertainer whose 
band shares his single-minded mission 


to get audiences on their feet and 
leave them moved and grooved.” 
“ —SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 


The LEGO Movie 


THE YEAR LEGOS RULED, 


CRITICS DROOLED 


By Sherilyn Connelly 


As this truly wicked Year of our 
Lord 2014 draws to a close, the most 
popular characters in the year’s high- 
est-grossing film are a space raccoon 
wearing people clothes and an ambula- 
tory tree of few words. The fourth high- 
est-grossing film, meanwhile, is a 
cartoon that combines the beloved in- 
terlocking plastic bricks of our child- 
hoods with a bevy of licensed characters 


owned by parent company Time Warner. 


And that’s fine. Popular stuff is 
popular, and there’s no reason why 
Guardians of the Galaxy shouldn't be 
the biggest film of the year. If any- 
thing, ’m surprised that The LEGO 
Movie is only the fourth-highest 
grossing film, considering how deeply 
fellated it was from the start — and 
how protective its fans are. 

The LEGO Movie has always hov- 
ered at 96 percent on Rotten Toma- 
toes, and the few critics who kept 
it from 100 percent got flamed to 
a crisp. The very first comment on 
one of the first negative reviews to 
be linked on Rotten Tomatoes read: 
“wow...out of 91 reviews so far on 
rottentomatoes, you are one of 2 you 
didn’t like the movie. hey at least you 
will get people to read your review 
just to see what an idiot you are. [sic]” 

The higher-grossing Guardians of 
the Galaxy is at (only!) 90 percent, 
and many of the critics who didn’t 
like it also got seared. The fact that 
US Weekly’s reviewer is female was 
not lost on the commenter Ome- 
gaman, who posted this the night 
before the movie opened: “90 percent 
on [Rotten Tomatoes] you ditzy 
broad.” (No doubt Mr. Omegaman 
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would argue that the real issue here is 
ethics in film criticism.) 

Look, we all know that critics are 
horrible, joyless curs who hate love, 
life, and happiness. Movies as current 
as Big Eyes, as charming as Ratatouil- 
le, and as bugfuck as Lady in the Water 
have all made that clear. It doesn’t 
matter that Martin Scorsese’s Taxi 
Driver and Raging Bull were written 
by a film-critic-turned-screenwrit- 
er-turned-director, and the legendary 
French directors Francois Truffaut 
and Jean-Luc Godard were both crit- 
ics before they became started mak- 
ing movies. Success stories like those 
don’t excuse today’s few brave critics 
from not thinking The LEGO Movie is 
the best thing ever. 

My middling-to-meh review 
of LEGO was parsed as “Fresh” by 
Rotten Tomatoes, thus sparing SF 
Weekly’s servers from an uptick in 
hate-traffic, and I didn’t see Guardians 
until it hit video. Neither of them are 
my kind of movie — a young man 
discovers he’s Special, goes on a mis- 
sion, melts the heart of the girl, yawn 
— and though I chuckled a few times, 
I have no desire to see them again. 

I still consider the denouement of 
LEGO to be horribly sexist, in spite of 
how many boys have assured me that 
the joke isn’t “Girls ruin everything!” 
but rather “Younger siblings ruin 
everything!” Uh-huh. And, Guardians’ 
dancing baby Groot? No. Just, no. 

It’s not that I don’t like colorful 
fantasy movies, either; two of my 
favorite films of 2014 are My Little 
Pony: Equestria Girls — Rainbow Rocks 
and The Book of Life. For that matter, 
when I mentioned to a fellow film 
critic that my most favoritest movie 


of the year is Stuart Murdoch's low- 
key musical God Help the Girl, she 
hissed and made the sign of the cross 
with her index fingers, then explained 
why the movie sucks. So, even us kill- 
joys can seldom agree on anything, 
though neither she nor I cared for the 
much-lauded Boyhood. 

Critics and fans have always been 
at odds and always will be, and the 
only new wrinkle is that Rotten To- 
matoes — which famously disabled 
its own comments system in 2012 
not long after the first negative re- 
views of The Dark Knight Rises rolled 
in — has made it much easier to troll 
heretical critics. 

But here’s the thing, fanboys: 
You've won, okay? The mainstream 
now caters to you, and what were 
once B-movies are now where all 
the money goes. You're going to get 
plenty of superhero and LEGO and 
Star Wars movies for the foreseeable 
future, and nothing any critic can say 
is going to change that. It’s difficult, I 
know, but maybe try showing a little 
grace in your victory. 


Guardians of the Galaxy 
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Wisdom Through Music 


PHAROAH SANDERS 







The Voice of Now 


GREGORY PORTER 





SFJAZZ Two-Year Anniversary Celebration 
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“Mystic, showman, preacher, 


musician—the bracing, 
immense sound of his tenor 
— still commands attention.” 
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Thu 12/25 | Community Day 


CHRISTMAS AT THE 
JEWISH MUSEUM 


We live in a city with an incredible range 
of personalities and cultures. And with 
a population as diverse as San Francis- 
co’s, there’s no reason for anyone to feel 
left out — or simply bored — on Dec. 
25. The Contemporary Jewish Muse- 
um’s annual Community Free Day is 
great for Jewish families or those who 
don’t necessarily celebrate Christmas. 
Activities include live performances and 
a meet-and-greet with Grammy-nomi- 
nated puppet duo The Pop-Ups, arts 
and crafts for all ages, and exhibits 
(such as portraits by acclaimed master 
Arnold Newman and works by chil- 
dren’s author — and Bay Area native — 
J. Otto Seibold). For those of us who 
aren't in the mood for the traditional 
Chinese dinner on Christmas, the 
CJM’s Wise Sons Jewish Delicatessen is 
open until 3 p.m. 

Community Free Day runs 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m. at the Contemporary Jewish 
Museum, 736 Mission St., S.F. Free; 
655-7800 or thecjm.org. Laura Jaye 
Cramer 


Fri 12/26 | Comedy 


STAB 2014 IN THE BACK 
AND LAUGH MANIACALLY 


City folk may scoff, as city folk are 
wont to do, but Livermore does havea 
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nightlife. Will Durst and five other 
comics are paying tribute to the home 
of the world’s longest-lasting light bulb 
(the Centennial Light, which has a live 
webcam) by making it the launchpad 
for The Big Fat, Year-End, Kiss 
Off Comedy Show XXII. Durst, 
Johnny Steele, Debi Durst, Michael 
Bossier, Mari Magaloni, and Arthur 
Gaus are satirizing, mocking, and gen- 
erally throttling 2014 in nine cities 
around the Bay Area, including stops in 
Berkeley and Alameda. The 22nd an- 
nual show promises standup, comedy 
skits, songs, and high jinks worth ex- 
actly 3,468 laughs (four are for Debi 
Durst’s insane costume changes). 

The Big Fat, Year-End, Kiss Off 
Comedy Show XXII kicks off at 8 
p.m. at the Livermore Performing 
Arts Center’s Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore, and runs 
through Jan. 3 at various locations. 
$20-$50; willdurst.com. Giselle 
Velazquez 


Fri 12/26 | Comedy 


HOT FUNCH 


Comedian Ron Funches has the sweet 
voice of a stoner geek with a heart of 
gold. If he were a mythological creature, 
he would most likely be a teddy bear. 
His voice distinguishes him from other 
comedians, but so do his geeky sensibil- 
ities and wry observations. He’s a 
strange person, but when his various 
traits and quirks come together, they 
form something even funnier and more 
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beautiful than the sum of their parts. 
Like he’s bigger than a normal person, 
or floating slightly above the ground, or 
something. Or maybe you're just stoned 
too, because you're at a Ron Funches 
comedy show. You’ve seen him on Port- 
landia, you've heard his jokes on Kroll 
Show, and you surely recognize him 
from the sitcom, probably called Detroit 
Friends, in which Funches steals the 
show as one of the friends of Chris 
D’Elia’s main character. Also, a quick 
and cursory internet search confirms 
that the show is not called Detroit 
Friends, it’s called Undateable. But you 
get the idea, and Ron Funches is a rising 
star you should definitely not miss. 

Ron Funches performs Friday at 
8 and 10 p.m., Saturday at 7:30 and 
9:30 p.m., and Sunday at 8 p.m. at the 
Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery 
St., S.F. $27; 397-7573 or punchline- 
comedyclub.com. Emilie Mutert 


Sat 12/27 | Theater 


KILLER RHINOS 
AND WHOLESOME 
FAMILY THEATER 


Between the parental cruelty of Matilda 
and the homicidal confectioner of Char- 
lie and the Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl 
is responsible for generations of whim- 
sical nightmares. James and the Gi- 
ant Peach, in which the hero’s 
mummy and daddy are gobbled up by a 
crazed rhinoceros, is no different. Un- 
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deterred by rhino rampages, the Bay 
Area Children’s Theatre has set James’ 
struggles to a kicky musical score cour- 
tesy of Tony Award-nominated song- 
smiths Benj Pasek and Justin Paul. The 
musical, directed by Nina Meehan, is 
tailored to budding young theatergoers 
with colorful costumes, comedy, and of 
course, giant bugs. The show is recom- 
mended for kids ages 4 and up — this is 
Dahl, after all. 

James and the Giant Peach plays 
at 11la.m.,2p.m.and5 p.m. and 
runs through Jan. 4 at the Children’s 
Creativity Museum, 221 Fourth St., 
S.F. $18-$22; (510) 296-4433 or 
bactheatre.org. Giselle Velazquez 


Sun 12/28 | Film 


SOUTHERN 
EXPOSURE 


Living in the bubble that is San Fran- 
cisco, sometimes the southern part of 
the country falls off the radar. For 
some, eating at Brenda’s French Soul 
Food is about as southern as we get. 
For Dixie-enthusiasts, or anyone who 
simply enjoys a good movie or two, pre- 
pare for the Castro Theatre’s double 
feature of Gone With the Wind and 
Django Unchained. Both Oscar win- 
ners, each film shows the history and 
heart of the South, no matter how dark 
or uncomfortable to watch. 
Thought-provoking and moving, the 
two features are as well-crafted as they 
are significant. Films aside, kicking 
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back at the Castro Theatre with a little 
popcorn might be one of the best ways 
to unwind after the holidays. 

Gone With the Wind and Django 
Unchained screen at 2:30 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m., respectively, at the Castro The- 
atre, 429 Castro St., S.F $8.50 for both 
films; 629-6920 or castrotheatre.com. 
Laura Jaye Cramer 


Tue 12/30 | Theater 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
PRACTICE RUN 


New Year’s Eve will overflow with 
spilled Champagne and messy mid- 
night kisses, but true party animals get 
the festivities started early. Street 
Magic Live SF Pre New Year's 
Bash is getting a jump start on the 
new year by dragging characters from 
the shadowy world of street theater 
into the intimate Shelton Theater. The 
show takes the bing-bang-boom of jug- 
glers and magicians and adds a lethal 
dose of va-va-voom courtesy of sultry 
burlesque dancers. International chan- 
teuse Kitten on the Keys, aka Suzanne 
Ramsey, is tickling the ivories and lay- 
ing down the soundtrack for daring 
feats: escape artistry by Frisco Fred, 
sword-swallowing by Lynx the Anima- 
tor, you surviving a dress rehearsal of 
New Year’s Eve debauchery. 

The party starts at 10 p.m. at the 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter St., S.F 
$30-$40; brownpapertickets.com/ 
event/944791. Giselle Velazquez 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). To change 
an existing listing call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our completel listings of local events - searchable by keyword, date, 


and genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. Jet Martinez & Chor Boogie: Balance: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 3. 111 
Minna, S.F., 974-1719, 1!1minnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. Bask & Tes One: Side By Side: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, S.F., 861-5089, 
lamsf.com. 

a.Muse Gallery. Victoria Wagner & Alex Garcia: Form & 
Content: Through Jan. 10, 2015. 614 Alabama, S.F., 
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279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Anonymously Altered Again: Through 
Jan. 2, 2015. 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936, adobe- 
books.com. 

Alter Space. Matthew Gottschalk: This ls Where Home 
Is: New work in sculpture and video. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1158 Howard, S.F., 
735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Art Attack SF. Matthew Robertson: Rooms: Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 5. 2272A 
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Hyde, S.F., 814-3136, artattacksf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Tales of the Uncanny: Group show 
featuring the work of Marc Burckhardt, Sandra Yagi, 
Hanna Faith Yata, and Mila Sketch. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Dec. 31. 210 Golden Gate, 
S.F., 926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: 
Inthe Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 
510-981-2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Campfire Gallery. Cindy Steiler & Amber Jean Young: 
Vestiges: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 11. 3344 24th St., S.F., 800-7319, 
campfiregallery.com. 

The Cannery. Nathan Nash: Neglected Spaces: Through 
Dec. 28. Kaixin Yu: Beauty Lost Identity: Through 
Dec. 28. Fongze Huo: Transformative Connections: 
Through Dec. 28. Isabel Gonzales: The Medium Is the 
Message: Through Dec. 28. 2801 Leavenworth, S.F., 
771-3112, thecannery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Wanxin Zhang: Totem: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 3. 
LigoranoReese: IAMI: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 3. 248 Utah, S.F., 399-1439, 
cclarkgallery.com. 

Chandler Fine Art. Susumu Takashima: New Drawings: 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 30. 170 
Minna, S.F., 546-1113, chandlersf.com. 

City Limits. Making Space: Flat Files Program Launch: 
Group show featuring Sarah Hotchkiss, Mary Anne 
Kluth, David Lasley, Jodie Mack, Sam Mell, and John 
Zane Zappas. Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

Corden|Potts Gallery. David Pace: Market Day: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 
49 Geary, S.F., 680-5997, cordenpottsgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Annual Holiday Art Sale at Cre- 
ativity Explored: Through Dec. 31. free. 3245 16th 
St., S.F., 863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The 
Gorgeous Nothings: New abstract paintings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 210 
Post, S.F., 956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 
501 Dolores, S.F., 621-2936, doloresparkcafe.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets 
- The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, S.F., 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: sPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & bLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate 
White. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 80 Fresno, S.F., 
500-2323, emtab.org. 
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Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 16. 
620 Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
S.F., 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, 
S.F., 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 
Third St., S.F., 626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Helen Rebekah Garber: Num- 
bers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
9. Eva Schlegel: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 9. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, gallery- 
wendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. 2-Year Anniversary Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 14. 
1040 Larkin, S.F., 590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

Glass Key Photo. San Francisco Found II: Photographs 
printed from vintage Kodachrome slides originally 
shot in San Francisco from 1945-'65. Through Jan. 
6, 2015. 442 Haight, S.F., 829-9946, glasskeyphoto. 
com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Photog- 
raphy: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 10. 
50 Scott, S.F., 554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, S.F., 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Incline Gallery. Anniversary Salon Show: Featuring over 
25 artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 31. 766 Valencia, S.F., inclinegallerysf.com. 

Luggage Store Projects. t.w.five: Automaton X: 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 31. 
457 Haight, S.F., 255-5971, luggagestoregallery.org. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10x10" works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Ohlone Elders and Youth 
Speak: Restoring a California Legacy: Through Jan. 
4, 2015. 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Philippe Jestin: Pour Lines: 
Through Jan. 13, 2015. 342 Grant, S.F., 394-0500, 
hoteltriton.com. 

Modern Eden. Catherine Moore: Girlhood Dreams 
& Darker Things: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. Second Annual “Wanderlust” Inter- 
national Exhibition: Group show of postcard-sized 
works featuring imaginary travel images by more 
than 50 artists. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. 801 Greenwich, S.F., 956-3303, 
moderneden.com. 


Fri 12/26 | Holiday 


Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Gottfried Helnwein: Of Mice & Children: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 685 
Market, S.F., 541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Paolo Mejia. Elegies: Works in Abstraction: Group 
show featuring Anthony Anchundo, Jerry Frost, 
Alan Miguel Hall, Paolo Mejia, Ann Simms, and Matt 
Taylor. Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4. 4343 
Third St., S.F., paolomejia.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1, 2015. Embarcadero at Mission, S.F. 

RayKo Photo Center. Vanessa Marsh & Jessica Skloven: 
New works by RayKo's seasonal Artists-in-Residence 
(in the main gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 3. City College of San Francisco's 
Portfolio Class Exhibition: CCSF student photography 
showcase (in the side gallery). Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 3. 428 Third St., S.F., 495- 
3773, raykophoto.com. 

The Reclaimed Room at Building REsources. The 
Workers’ Show: Group exhibit spotlighting Building 
REsources employee creations. Through Jan. 2, 2015. 
701 Amador, S.F., 285-7814, reclaimedroom.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: Group 
show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen Cunning- 
ham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph Steiner, and 
more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, roberttat.com. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller 
and the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5, 2015. 100 
Larkin, S.F., 557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Annual Holiday Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Dec. 27. 
251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Viadimir Kanevsky: Improvement 
Upon Perfection: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 3.55 Geary, S.F., 421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. Michael 
Shindler with Help Each Other Out: Seeing Through 
- Stories About Cancer & Connection: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 1011 Mar- 
ket St. 2nd Floor, S.F., 487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 

SFSU Campus, Fine Arts Building. Shenny Cruces: 
Keys: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through Jan. 5. 
1600 Holloway, S.F., 338-6535, sfsu.edu. 

Shooting Gallery. The Winter Group Show: Featuring 
Helen Bayly, Adam Caldwell, Jet Martinez, Lauren 
Napolitano, Ferris Plock, and many more. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 13. 886 
Geary, S.F., 931-1500, shootinggallerysf.com. 


LIGHTING FIRST CANDLE OF KWANZAA 


The relentless jingle of holiday sales did nothing to quell massive demonstrations 
against racialized police brutality all over the country. In fact, the “season of peace” 
seemed an apposite moment to shout “black lives matter!” Dr. Maulana Karenga — 
longtime activist, CSU Long Beach chair of Africana Studies, and founder of Kwan- 
zaa — says this is a “time of sustained reflection on the moral and expansive 
meaning of being African in the world.” Over the seven days of Kwanzaa, nguzo saba 
— the seven principles of unity, self-determination, collective work and responsibil- 
ity, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity, and faith — will be celebrated 
throughout the city, starting with a noon address at City Hall by Linda Harrison, ex- 
ecutive director of the Museum of the African Diaspora. Events range from a scaven- 
ger hunt hosted by MoAD to children from the Potrero Hill Family Resource Center 
offering poems to their grandparents. We recommend The Black Candle, a docu- 
mentary narrated by the indomitable Maya Angelou. Kwanzaa events continue 
through Jan. 1 at various venues. For a full list, visit kwanzaasanfrancisco.com. 

The Black Candle starts at 6 p.m. at IT Bookman Community Center, 446 
Randolph St., S.E. Free; 586-8020. Silke Tudor 
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Sat 12/27 | Dance 


FLAMENCO NAVIDAD 


No chestnuts roasting on an open 
fire. No snow on the ground. We 
winter-wonderland lovers celebrate 
only in our minds in this foggy city, 
and what better way to do it than 
with a flamenco show? Feliz Nav- 
idad Desde Vida Flamenca!, a 
holiday show by Ballet Flamenco’s 
mother-daughter team Carolina 
Lugo and Carolé Acufia, combines 
the Gypsy spirit of rhythmic casta- 
nets, heel drills and hand claps, 
soulful music, and the passionate 
dance of the oppressed with the 
merry exuberance of Christmas. 
Forget the bitterness of the year 
over a glass of sangria and the flare 
of ruffled skirts in the intimate set- 
ting of former North Beach speak- 
easy Pefia Pachamama. 

Ballet Flamenco presents Feliz 
Navidad Desde Vida Flamenca! at 
6:30 p.m. and it runs through 
Sunday at Pefia Pachamama, 1630 
Powell St., S.F. $18-$21; (800) 
838-3006 or carolinalugo.com. 
Irene Hsiao 


Spare Change Artist Space. Private! Come in!: 
Privacy-themed art by COLL.EO, K.G. Greenstein, 
Harris David Harris, L.A. Art Collective, and Gordon 
Winiemko. Mondays, Fridays. Continues through Jan. 
2. 465 California St., San Francisco. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 3681 
Sacramento, S.F., 423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. 12''x12" Squared: Paintings by 
John Felix Arnold, Greg Gossel, Chad Hasegawa, 
Joshua Petker, Adam Lister, t.w.five, Alex Ziv, and 
more. Through Jan. 13, 2015. 886 Geary, S.F., 931- 
1500, whitewallssf.com. 


COMEDY 


22nd Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Non-yuletide 
cheer featuring comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, S.F., 391-6666. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Big Fat Year End Kiss Off Comedy Show XXII: Will 
Durst, Johnny Steele, Debi Durst, Michael Bossier, Mari 
Magaloni, and Arthur Gaus satirize, mock, and gener- 
ally throttle 2014 in nine cities around the Bay Area, 
including Livermore, Walnut Creek, Berkeley, Novato, 
Martinez, San Jose, Mill Valley, Half Moon Bay, and 
Alameda. The 22nd annual show promises stand-up, 
comedy skits, songs, and high jinks worth exactly 
3,468 laughs (four are for Debi's insane costume 
changes). Dec. 26-Jan. 3, $20-$50, willdurst.com. 
Multiple Bay Area Locations, Multiple addresses, S.F. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 
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Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen and Eloisa Bravo 
offer comedians (and audiences) a chance to 
unburden their minds at this regular night of 
stand-up. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michaelbookerentertain- 
ment.com. Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San 
Leandro, 510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Cynic Cave: Karen Kilgariff headlines two shows with 
Drennon Davis, Dave Thomason, Kevin 0’Shea, 
George Chen, Robbie Goodwin (8 p.m. only), Kevin 
Camia (10 p.m. only), and Kyle Mizono (10 p.m. 
only). Sat., Dec. 27, 8 &10 p.m., $12, facebook.com/ 
CynicCave. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the North 
Beach space formerly occupied by landmark night- 
club The Purple Onion — and this weekly open mic 
means that you, too, can share the same stage where 
Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., free. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Food Fight Club: Erik Krasner, Graham Riley, Johan 
Miranda, and Robbie Goodwin cue up Foodfight! — the 
2012 animated bomb featuring the vocal “talents” 
of Charlie Sheen, Wayne Brady, Chris Kattan, 
Hilary Duff, Haylie Duff, and others — and proceed 
to riff it to pieces. Sun., Dec. 28, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Fortune Feimster: With Tommy Johnagin and Jon Dore. 
Tue., Dec. 30, 8 p.m., $22.50. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Greg Proops: The Smartest Man in the World: Live 
podcast taping. Tue., Dec. 30, 8 p.m., $25. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

High Brow: Cannabinoid comedy night. Belly laughs 
and baked giggles equally welcome. Fri., Dec. 26, 10 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Joel McHale: Sun., Dec. 28, 7 & 9:15 p.m., $35 advance. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Kevin Avery: Mon., Dec. 29, 8 p.m., $16. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Laughgasm: Mon.., Dec. 29, 8:30 p.m., free. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

LOL Mondays: With rotating hosts Valerie Branch, 
Andrew Orolfo, Sandra Risser, and Tuesday Thomas. 
Mondays, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/LolAtOmg. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
2\st St., S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Tom Smith: Dec. 26-27, 
7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
S.F., kellsirish.com. 

Rajeev's Big Night Out: With music by Royal Jelly 
Jive and Marty O'Reilly, plus comedians and more. 
Sat., Dec. 27, 9 p.m., $10. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 
S.F., 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Ron Funches: Dec. 26-28, $16-$22 advance. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 


Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesi- 
athebar.com. 

Wendy Liebman: Dec. 26-27, $23.50. Cobb's Comedy 
Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 
Baxtalo Drom: International shimmying for lovers 
of Balkan music, bellydancers, and burlesque. 
Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5-$10, 
facebook.com/pages/Baxtalo-Drom-The-Lucky- 
Road/509158232438278. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 

S.F., 970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Café Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Seasonal music 
and dance performances by Caminos Flamencos. 
Sun., Dec. 28, 7 p.m., $12-$25. Rhythmix Cultural 
Works, 2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, 
rhythmix.org. 

Fiesta Navidad: This holiday show by Carolina Lugo 
and Carolé Acufia’s Ballet Flamenco combines 
the Gypsy spirit of rhythmic castanets, heel drills 
and hand claps, soulful music, and the passionate 
dance of the oppressed with the merry exuberance 
of Christmas. Saturdays, Sundays, 6:30 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 28, $16-$21, carolinalugo.com. 
Pachamama Restaurant, 1630 Powell, S.F., 646-0018, 
pachamamacenter.org. 

LAUNCH! Thriving Artists: Eve's Elixir presents a 
one-night-only performing artists salon with sing- 
er-songwriter Briget Boyle, hip-hop choreographer 
Cera Byer, and contemporary flamenco dancer 
Laurie Snow, followed by a community discussion 
with producer and business mentor Jessica Hadari. 
Mon., Dec. 29, 8 p.m., $15-$35, eveselixir.net. The 
Flight Deck, 1540 Broadway, Oakland, 510-479-0710, 
theflightdeck.org. 

San Francisco Ballet: The Nutcracker: Starting 
on Christmas Eve 1944, the SFB has performed 
Nutcracker longer than anyone else in the nation, 
and artistic director Helgi Tomasson’s production 
— now in its 10th season — puts E.T.A. Hoffmann’s 
story about a girl who rescues a boy from the curse 
of a rodent queen into a painted lady house on the 
trolley-lined streets of San Francisco. Through 
Dec. 24; Through Dec. 29, $29-$415, sfballet.org. 
War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 
864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: 
Smuin’s holiday show includes traditional ballet as 
well as tap, swing, and other dance styles derived 
from international holiday traditions. Wed., Dec. 24, 2 
p.m.; Fri., Dec. 26, 2 & 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 27,2 &8 p.m., 
$24-S67, smuinballet.org. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts Theater, 700 Howard, S.F., 495-6360, ybca.org. 


HOLIDAY 


22nd Annual Kung Pao Kosher Comedy: Non-yuletide 
cheer featuring comedians Jeremy Hotz, Ophira 
Eisenberg, Simon Cadel, and Lisa Geduldig, with 
partial proceeds benefiting the Jewish Family & 
Children’s Services Food Programs and S.F. Suicide 
Prevention. Dec. 24-26, 5 & 8:30 p.m., $45-$65, 
koshercomedy.com. New Asia Restaurant, 772 
Pacific, S.F., 391-6666. 

A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.’s latest adaptation of the 
Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter 
as miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Ken Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-S110. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
S.F., 149-2228, act-sf.org. 

Alvon Johnson Holiday Party: Wed., Dec. 24, 8 p.m., 
$19. Yoshi's Oakland, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 
510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Annual Holiday Art Sale at Creativity Explored: 
Through Dec. 31, free. Creativity Explored, 3245 
16th St., S.F., 863-2108, creativityexplored.org. 
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Sun 12/28 | Comedy 


ALL (MC)HALEHIM 


That handsome funny guy who plays the handsome funny guy on Community, 
Joel McHale, not only acts, he’s also the long-running host of the longer-run- 
ning The Soup on E!. And not only is he the long-running host of The Soup, he also 
does his own standup comedy routines, one of which he’s bringing to San Fran- 
cisco. Glancing around the internet, you'll notice a lack of Joel-McHale-perform- 
ing-standup videos, which probably has something to do with the fact that he has 
a handful of other jobs. But the videos available show McHale being funny, 
self-referential, and charming. You know you'd love to see his smirk live in person. 

Joel McHale performs on Sunday at 7 and 9:15 p.m. at the Punch Line Com- 
edy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. $43; 928-4320 or cobbscomedyclub.com. 


Emilie Mutert 


Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Café Flamenco: Fiesta Navidefia: Holiday music and 
dance performances by Caminos Flamencos. Sun., 
Dec. 28, 7 p.m., $12-$25. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 
2513 Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, rhythmix.org. 

Christmas Day Brunch & Dinner Buffet: With music by 
Michael Athans (10 a.m.-2 p.m.) and Ricardo Scales 
(2-7 p.m.). Thu., Dec. 25, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., $59-S$119. 
Top of the Mark, One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F., 
616-6916, intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

Christmas Eve Dinner Buffet: With music by Ricardo 
Scales. Wed., Dec. 24, 5-8 p.m., $59-$119. Top of the 
Mark, One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F., 616-6916, 
intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

Clairdee’s 12th Annual Christmas Eve Show: Wed., 
Dec. 24, 8 p.m., $22-$25. The Addition, 1330 Fillmore, 
S.F., 655-6500, theaddition.com. 

Community Free Day at the Contemporary Jew- 
ish Museum: A day of zero-fee entertainment 
and activities for all (even those who celebrate 
Christmas). Thu., Dec. 25, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., free. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Death Guild: X-Mess Night: With DJs Decay, Sage, and 
Unit 77. Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $5. DNA Lounge, 375 
Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Elf the Musical: Will Ferrell's least snarky movie is 
now a playful stage musical starring Eric Williams as 
Buddy, the oversized title character who was never 
meant to work in Santa's toyshop. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Dec. 28, $45-$160. Curran 
Theatre, 445 Geary, S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Fairmont San Francisco Gingerbread House: 
Through Jan. 1, 2015. The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, 
S.F., 866-540-4491, fairmont.com/sanfrancisco. 

Holiday Ice Rink at Embarcadero Center: Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, $6-S10 (+ $4 for skate rentals), embar- 
caderocenter.com. Justin Herman Plaza, 1 Market, 
S.F., 772-0700. 

Holiday Lights Cruise: Saturdays, 5:30 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 27, $30-$45. Blue and Gold Fleet, Pier 
39, S.F., 773-1188, blueandgoldfleet.com. 

Improvised Holiday Musical: BATS Improv's Xmas 
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show has all the cheer of a regular holiday musical, 
except nobody knows any of the words in advance. 
Dec. 26-27, 8 p.m., $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

It’s a Jewish Christmas, San Francisco!: With DJ 
Alarm and Matt Haze, plus burlesque, food, films, 
and more. Thu., Dec. 25, 6-11 p.m., $5-$10, facebook. 
com/events/423188874496852. Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted holiday 
tale about the travails of finding (and then affording) 
the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s Oakland 
returns to the Marsh for a monthlong Christmas 
run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Karla LaVey's 17th Annual Black X Mass: With 
Pachuco Cadaver, The Fuxedos, Zanna Nera, Bite, 
Kitten on the Keys, Theremin Barney, Chackra 
Fuker, KrOB, and other Christian-baiting crazies. 
Thu., Dec. 25, 9 p.m., $10, facebook.com/pages/ 
Black-X-Mass/165504410159212. Elbo Room, 647 
Valencia, S.F., 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Latke Ball 2014: With DJs Miles and Shmumer. Wed., 
Dec. 24, 9 p.m., $30-$55, jewishfed.org/latkeball2014. 
Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, S.F., 693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret: Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring 
circus performers and more. Through Dec. 24, 2 & 
4p.m.; Through Dec. 28, $15-$65, sweetcanproduc- 
tions.com. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 
273-4633, dancemission.com. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir: Wed., Dec. 24, 7 & 
9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 ith St., $.F, 255-0333, 
slimspresents.com. 

River Otter Snow Day: Wed., Dec. 24, 10 a.m.-7 p.m., 
free with aquarium admission. Aquarium of the 
Bay, Embarcadero, S.F., 623-5300, aquariumoft- 
hebay.com. 

Safeway Holiday Ice Rink: Through Jan. 19, 2015, 
10 a.m.-11:30 p.m., $7-S11 (+ $6 for skate rentals), 
unionsquareicerink.com. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, S.F., 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for 
the Holidays: Wed., Dec. 24, 5, 7 & 9 p.m., $25- 


Anastasia Kuba 


$35. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, S.F., 621-6120, 
castrotheatre.com. 

San Francisco Renaissance Voices: Fifth Annual 
Boar's Head Festival & Mid-Winter Gala: Sat., Jan. 
3, 8 p.m., $25-$50, sfrvoices.org. Seventh Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, 1329 Seventh Ave., S.F., 664- 
2543, seventhavenuechurch.org. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
Through Dec. 24, 2 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, S.F., 864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Sharon McKnight: Twisted Xmas - A Druid’s View 
of the Holidays: Sat., Dec. 27, 8 p.m., $25-$40. 
Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, S.F., 394-1111, 
hotelnikkosf.com. 

Smuin Ballet: The Christmas Ballet, Uncorked!: 
Through Dec. 24; Through Dec. 27, $24-$67, smuin- 
ballet.org. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Theater, 
700 Howard, S.F., 495-6360, ybca.org. 

Snow Village at the Hyatt Regency: Featuring daily 
snowfalls at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30, free. 
Hyatt Regency San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, 
S.F., 188-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: With 
the Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir. Wed., Dec. 24, 
2&7p.m., $20-$25, lhtsf.org. Fort Mason, Southside 
Theater, Marina, S.F., fortmason.org. 

SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's: The San Francisco 
SPCA hosts its 28th annual pet adoption displays in 
the windows of the downtown Macy's store. Through 
Jan. 4, 2015, free, sfspca.org. Macy's Union Square, 
170 O'Farrell, S.F., 397-3333, macys.com. 

St. Anthony's Christmas Dinner: Free meal open 
to all, with volunteers arriving at 6 a.m. and food 
service beginning at 10. Thu., Dec. 25, 6 a.m.-2 p.m., 
free. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden Gate, S.F., www. 
stanthonysf.org. 

St. Anthony's Curbside Drive: Donate canned food, 
hygiene items, warm clothing, or cold cash to help 
St. A’s low-income assistance programs. Through 
Dec. 24, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. St. Anthony's, 150 Golden 
Gate, S.F., www.stanthonysf.org. 

St. Francis Sugar Tree: Candy Christmas tree created 
by pastry chef Jean-Francois Houdré. Through Jan. 
2, 2015. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, S.F., 
397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

‘Tis the Season for Science: Through Jan. 4, 2015. 
California Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, 
S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree: Named for the life 
partners who decorate their home (as opposed to 
the famous cartoon characters), this yearly seasonal 
display provides an extravagant visual feast for the 
senses, with Santa making a personal appearance 
between 6:30-9:30 p.m. from Dec. 10-24. Through 
Dec. 31. Tom & Jerry Christmas Tree, 3560 21st St., 
San Francisco. 

The Village Project's 10th Annual San Francisco 
Kwanzaa Celebration: Dec. 26-Jan. 1, free, kwan- 
zaasanfrancisco.com. Multiple San Francisco Loca- 
tions, Multiple addresses, San Francisco. 

Winter Walk S.F.: A pop-up holiday pedestrian plaza 
next to Union Park on Stockton between Geary and 
Ellis. Through Jan. 1, 2015, free, visitunionsquaresf. 
com/event/winter_walk_sf. Union Square Park, 333 
Post, S.F., 831-2700, unionsquarepark.us. 
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ZooLights: A Holiday Light Display: Through Jan. 4, 
2015, 5:30-9 p.m., $7-$8. Oakland Zoo, 9777 Golf 
Links Rd., Oakland, 510-632-9525, oaklandzoo.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Naked Girls Reading: Fantasies and Fairy Tails: 
Ophelia Coeur de Noir, Carol Queen, Elektra Cute, 
and other daring damsels share some stories with 
an attentive audience. Tue., Dec. 30, 8 p.m., $20 
advance, nakedgirlsreading.com/sanfrancisco. 
Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, 
sexandculture.org. 

Porchlight Open Door: The storytellers at Porchlight 
host this open mic at which the best 5-minute story 
about the monthly theme wins $50. Last Monday of 
every month, 7 p.m., $5, porchlightsf.com. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: Assisted 
by international collaborators, Chinese activist artist 
Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his country because Chi- 
na’s government confiscated his passport — creates 
a large-scale art exhibit for a site that symbolizes 
the measures authorities will take to utterly confine 
prisoners. Alcatraz stopped being a working prison in 
1963, but its buildings and bars still evoke the harsh 
realities of confinement — and Ai Weiwei echoes that 
atmosphere with sound installations, sculptures, and 
mixed-media works that tackle issues of freedom 
and promise to be as thought-provoking as anything 
he’s ever done. Through April 26, 2015. $18.25-$30. 
aiweiweialcatraz.org. San Francisco Bay, S.F., 561- 
4900, nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. 
River Otter Snow Day: Wed., Dec. 24, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
free with aquarium admission. Embarcadero, S.F., 
623-5300, aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. Free with 
museum admission. Tetsuya Ishida: Saving the World 
with a Brushstroke: The eight acrylic paintings in this 
intimate exhibit capture the cultural sensitivity and 
social awareness of the young Japanese artist who 
passed away in 2005. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. From Two Arises Three: The Collab- 
orative Works of Arnold Chang & Michael Cherney: A 
photographer (Cherney) and a Chinese ink painter 
(Chang) balance contemporary and traditional tech- 
niques in this exhibit featuring both collaborative and 
solo works. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 1. Roads of Arabia: Archaeology & History of 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: This traveling exhibit 
traces the rise of culture along Arabian Peninsula 
trade routes via a wide range of historical objects — 
including statues, glass vessels, ancient tools, stone 
carvings, funerary items, and more — some dating 
back a million years. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 18. Tradition on Fire: Contemporary Jap- 


ARTISTS DOIN’ IT FOR THEMSELVES 


With little support from civic bodies, artists are too often left to fend for them- 
selves in a challenging economic environment. The Eve’s Elixir Project, directed 
by Holly Shaw, started in 2007 to support contemporary ethnic dance and has 
evolved into a quarterly salon of performances encouraging mutual support 
among artists. In LAUNCH! Thriving Artists, a one-night-only showcase at 
the Flight Deck Theatre, Eve’s Elixir is featuring singer-songwriter Briget Boyle, 
hip-hop choreographer Cera Byer, and contemporary flamenco dancer Laurie 
Snow. All three are graduates of the new LAUNCH!Lab, a three-month coaching 
program that provides business and creative tools to artists. Following the per- 
formance, producer and business mentor Jessica Hadari discusses “How to Build 
Your Audience: Creating a Community that Supports Your Art.” 

The Eve’s Elixir Project presents LAUNCH! Thriving Artists at 8 p.m. at Flight 
Deck Theatre, 1540 Broadway, Oakland. $15-$35; eveselixir.net. Irene Hsiao 
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Wed 12/31 


FUN RUN 
FOR SAD PEOPLE 


It’s the end of the year, and you hav- 
en't been invited to any parties. All 
the fancy events downtown require 
fancy-pants clothes and fancy-bucks 
money. You could go to the Ferry 
Building for a faceful of fireworks, 
but so is every yokel in the nine- 
county Bay Area. San Rafael’s Mad 
Dash to Midnight, a gallop 
around Northgate Mall, is providing 
an easy out for those of us with 
empty social calendars. With the 
choice of a late-night Run to New 
Year 1 Mile anda Resolution 5K, 
you don’t even need to break a sweat 
while navigating the difficult corner 
near Wetzel’s Pretzels. And since 
proceeds benefit the Marin Food 
Bank and Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving, you can feel virtuous 
during the 11:59 p.m. countdown. 
The Run to New Year 1 
Mile starts at 11 p.m. and the 
Resolution 5K starts at 11:15 
p.m. at Northgate Mall, 5800 
Northgate Drive, San Rafael. $25- 
$45; maddashtomidnight.com. 
Giselle Velazquez 


anese Ceramics from the Paul and Kathy Bissinger 
Collection: Includes 22 works by 20 modern potters 
from Japan. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 5. 200 Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Fragile Planet: Float 
through the roof of the Academy's building, zoom 
through the atmosphere, and gain an astronaut’s 
view of Earth in this Planetarium feature narrated 
by Sigourney Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Cosmic 
Collisions: Planetarium show about crashing astro- 
nomical interactions ranging from meteorites and 
moons to entire galaxies. Daily. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating strate- 
gies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tec- 
tonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes 
like two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 


Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
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Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, S.F., 357- 
1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Small Press Spotlight: Ben 


Seto: Featuring artwork by the creator of Usagi 
Jane and the Skullbunnies. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. The Art of the Boxtrolls: 
See concept art from The Boxtrolls, anew stop-mo- 
tion animation film from the people who brought 
you Coraline and ParaNorman. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. Stranger Than Life: The 
Cartoons and Comics of M.K. Brown: Four-decade 
retrospective featuring many of the artist's own 
personal favorites. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 15. Slinging Satire: Masters of Political 
Cartoons: Views from both sides of the political 
spectrum are given cheeky artistic form in this 
exhibit that includes work by Mark Fiore, David 
Horsey, Kevin Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 9. 655 Mission, S.F., 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Journey to the Reuben: 


The Early Years: Follow Charles M. Schulz's artistic 
development in the era before he won his first 
Reuben Award — the National Cartoonists Society's 
award for Outstanding Cartoonist of the Year — in 
1955. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Peanuts in Wonderland: Charac- 
ters from the world of Charles Schulz (and other 
cartoonists) inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in this 
crossover art show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 26. Good Days & Bad Days: 
Juxtapositions in Peanuts: Charlie Brown's life had 
its ups and downs — well, okay, mostly downs — as 
this exhibit shows with a series of contrasting char- 
acter comparisons. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 13. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 


Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy 
Drive, S.F., 666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly Warren 


Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet Warren 
Hellman, or see him perform at his signature cultural 
creation, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the 
utter joy and humanity that emanated from his 
being (and his banjo). The Contemporary Jewish 
Museum assembles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s 
performances in Golden Gate Park, along with special 
personal possessions like a banjo signed by star per- 
formers and a jacket covered with rhinestones and 
a Star of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. In That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art: The 
CJM's three-part collaborative residence program 
launches with a lighthearted alliance between 
visual artist Lindsey White and stand-up comedian 
Ron Lynch. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 6. Arnold Newman: 
Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise this 
retrospective of the famed photographer's lengthy 
career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, Picasso, 
Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. J. Otto 
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Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This exhibit dedicated to the 
much-loved children’s book author/illustrator (and 
the character based on his real family dog) includes 
full-color illustrations, storyboards, and rough digital 
image skeletons, plus interactive environments for 
kids. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Continues through March 8. $10-$12. Community 
Free Day at the Contemporary Jewish Museum: A 
day of zero-fee entertainment and activities for all 
— even those who celebrate Christmas — including 
Grammy-nominated duo The Pop Ups, arts and 
crafts, and open exhibits featuring master portrait 
photographer Arnold Newman and children's author 
J. Otto Seibold. Thu., Dec. 25, Tl a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Making: Weekly art workshops for kids 
and families. Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. 736 Mission, S.F., 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Lines on the Horizon: Native 


American Art from the Weisel Family Collection: 
Exhibit focusing on indigenous arts from the Amer- 
ican Southwest, including ceramics and weavings 
from the llth century to today. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 4. Keith Haring: The Po- 
litical Line: Though his playful cartoon figures 
may not strike casual observers as the work of a 
politically motivated artist, this exhibition explores 
Haring’s outraged opposition to nuclear weapons, 
racism, Capitalism, environmental degradation, 
and other issues in over 130 works, including large 
paintings, sculptures, subway drawings, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 16. 
Anthony Friedkin: The Gay Essay: In this exhibit 
honoring the 45th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, more than 75 of the California photogra- 
pher’s classic snapshots depict the San Francisco 
and Los Angeles gay scenes in the late ‘60s and 
early ‘70s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 11. Shaping Abstraction: Works by American 
abstractionists from the early-to-middle part of 
the 20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 
150-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 


atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Exhibits: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, 
the environment, and much more — all with the 
Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and interactive 
features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pier 15, 
S.F., 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 


Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan 
Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in the field 
of community-based gay history that emerged in the 
1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical Society 
has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, glbthistory.org. 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 


Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 


RING-A-DING-DING THE NEW YEAR IN 


Few events take ringing in the new year quite as literally as the Asian Art Muse- 
um’s annual Japanese New Year's Bell-Ringing Ceremony. Now in its 
29th year, the ringing of a gorgeous 16th-century, 2,100-pound brass temple bell 
is based on the Buddhist custom of joya no kane. Historically, the joya no kane 
ceremony was seen almost as a way to wipe your slate clean — to abandon any 
crummy experiences, forgive previous slipups, and reverse any bad luck from the 
previous year. In other words, it’s a way to start the new year completely new. So 
what’s to lose? Since the event is scheduled during the day, there’s still plenty of 
time to go out and celebrate New Year's Eve afterward. With that kind of timing, 
there is no excuse for going into 2015 with bad luck. 

The Asian Art Museum presents the Japanese New Year’s Bell-Ringing 
Ceremony at 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at 200 Larkin St., S.F Free with museum ad- 
mission, $10-$15; 581-3500 or asianart.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
S.F., 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, tau- 
berholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain 
from England and continental Europe. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English Country 
House: Architectural details, furniture, tapestries, 
paintings, and other antiques illustrate the lavish 
lifestyles of historical British elites. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 18. The Salon Doré: 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (415) 750-3600. 100 
34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sundays: 
Learn about oceans and the wildlife within during 
classroom presentations and docent-led tours of the 
MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Maritime Museum. U.S. Customs Service and the 
Golden Gate: Artifacts, photographs, and video 
illustrate the history of the U.S. Customs Service 
from 1789 to the present day. Through Dec. 31, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. Yankee Baleeiros! The Shared 
Legacies of Luso and Yankee Whalers: The New 
Bedford Whaling Museum presents this traveling 
exhibit about Portuguese-speaking American 
whaling communities originally hailing from the 
Azores, Cape Verde, and Brazil. Through Dec. 31, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Free. 900 Beach, S.F., 556-1613. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Drapetomania: 
Grupo Antillano and the Art of Afro-Cuba: MoAD's 
first major exhibit following a million-dollar reno- 
vation focuses on Grupo Antillano, the previously 
overlooked 1970s-’80s Havana art collective whose 
multidisciplinary work featured both Afro-Cuban 
primitive and modern elements, opposing the 
propagandistic art trends of the Fidel Castro era. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
4. $5-$10. Lava Thomas: Beyond: This two-part 
exhibition mixes some of the Bay Area artist's 
older works from the 1990s with a new installation. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 5. 
$5-$10. 685 Mission, S.F., 358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Sunshine and Su- 
perheroes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic 
books, convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, 
videos, and other items reflect upon the continuing 
influence of the nation’s largest annual geek gath- 
ering. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
May 31. Songs and Sorrows: Dias de Los Muertos 
20th Anniversary: The Bay Area's unique spin on 
traditional Day of the Dead altars and ceremonies 
is celebrated in this exhibit featuring contributions 
from José Guadalupe Posada, Carmen Lomas Garza, 
Jesse Hernandez, The Mexican Museum, Oakland 
School of the Arts, Skyline High School, Maya Lin 
School, and others. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 4. Fertile Ground: Art and Community 
in California: In collaboration with SFMOMA, the 
Oakland Museum of California dissects four artistic 
epochs of the last 70 years: The 1930s and the circle 
around Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and 
“50s and the painters and photographers connected 
to the California School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, 
David Park, et al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the 
artists affiliated with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert 
Arneson, et al.); and the 1990s and current scene 
that's associated with the Mission District (Barry 
McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each period is worth the 
attention. Getting all four is like winning a lottery. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 

Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city's de facto local 
history museum opens its doors for weekly building 
tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, Our City 
Innovates, about San Francisco's role as a sociocul- 
tural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-$10. sfhistory.org. 
88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 
week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
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Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: 
Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
S.F., 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 


Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22, 2015. A World of Characters: 
Advertising Icons from the Warren Dotz Collection: 
Through Jan. 4, 2015. SFO International Terminal, 
S.F., 650-821-6700. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
S.F., 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Loose in 


Some Real Tropics: Robert Rauschenberg's “Stoned 
Moon” Projects, 1969-'70: The Pop Art icon had a 


front row seat for NASA's Apollo 11 moon launch in July 
1969, and this resulting exhibit shows his creative 
response to the historic event via lithographs, col- 
lages, drawings, and documentary photos. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 16. 
Free. Robert Frank in America: Over 130 photographs 
fill the walls at this major retrospective of work by 
the European artist, whose midcentury trek across 
the United States captured Americans’ lives ina fresh 
and insightful way. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 5. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo Alto, 
650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 


University of California Botanical Garden. Following 


in the Bartrams’ Footsteps: Exhibit featuring 44 
original artworks based on the plant discoveries 
of colonial botanists John and William Bartram, 
who explored the raw wilderness of eastern North 
America between the 1730s and 1790s. Through 
Feb. 15, 2015. Free with garden admission. 200 
Centennial, Berkeley, 510-643-2755, botanicalgar- 
den.berkeley.edu. 
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The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 
Celebration of Walt's Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in 
Walt Disney's heart. This exhibit collects photos, 
videos, and other artifacts — including working 
scale model trains — in honor of his long fascination. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 9. The Lost Notebook: Secrets of Disney's 
Movie Magic: The scrapbook journal of animator and 
technician Hermann Schultheis gives insight into 
the special effects techniques behind the making of 
Bambi, Dumbo, Fantasia, and Pinocchio. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 12. 
104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Alien She: A multi- 
disciplinary tribute to the radical spirit of the Riot 
Grrrl movement, as illustrated by DIY zines, posters, 
music selections, original visual art, and more. Fea- 
tured artists include Tammy Rae Carland, Miranda 
July, Faythe Levine, Allyson Mitchell, L.J. Roberts, 
Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger Brooks Takahashi. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 25. Kota 
Ezawa: Boardwalk: A 2-D recreation of the Funtown 
Pier boardwalk and amusement park in Seaside 
Heights, NJ — the destruction of which became an 
iconic image of Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed 
in the YBCA’s Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 
30, 2015. Free. Landscape: the visual, the actual, 
the possible?: 26 works explore the environmental 
ramifications of technology upon ecology in this 
creative collaboration between American and Chinese 
artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 
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: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., sfgrand.com/ 
nye2015. The Grand Nightclub, 520 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 814-3008, grandnightclub.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99+ 
advance, sfnewyears.com/event/a-tale-of-two- 
cities-new-years-eve. The Village, 969 Market, San 
Francisco, 757-0720, 969market.com. 

w/ Farmer Dave's New Year's Eve Spectacu- 
lar, Sugar Candy Mountain, D Rad (DJ set) Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $32-$36. The Chapel, 777 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 551-5157, thechapelsf.com. 

het 15: w/ DJs Momix, Escobar, 
and Natural Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $50+ ad- 
vance (includes open bar), ticketzone.com/Atmo- 
sphereNYE2015. Atmosphere, 447 Broadway, San 
Francisco, 788-4623, a3atmosphere.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 552-6066, 
ritespotcafe.net. 
w/ DJs John LePage & James Torres 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, bearracuda. 
com. BeatBox, 314 tith St., San Francisco, 500-2675, 
beatboxsf.com. 

n Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. 
The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-866/, royalcuckoo.com. 

w/ Sekhou Senegal featuring 
Ousseynou Kouyate, Black Nature Band, Paris-Dakar 
DJs Wed., Dec. 31, 5:30 p.m., $20+ advance, face- 
book.com/BissapBaobabVillage. Bissap Baobab, 
3372 19th St., San Francisco, 826-9287, bissap- 
baobab.com. 
| w/ DJ Bruce Parker 
& more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75+ advance. JW 
Marriott San Francisco Union Square, 500 Post, San 
Francisco, 771-8600, marriott.com/hotels/travel/ 
sfojw-jw-marriott-san-francisco-union-square. 
N w/ Afrikan 
Sciences, Blakkat, Conor, Silky, Victor Vega, Dirtie 
Blonde Thu., Jan. 1,6 a.m., $20. F8, 1192 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 857-1192, feightsf.com. 
ie S.I i w/ A+D, Smash-Up 
Derby, Entyme, Jimi G, Airsun, Meikee Magnetic, 
Mixtress Shizaam, Ida Flo, Myster C, Mr. Washington 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$50, bootiesf.com. DNA 
Lounge, 375 11th St., San Francisco, 626-1409, 
dnalounge.com. 
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25. Lucy Raven: Hollywood Chop Riding: The New York 
artist's 3D video installation, Curtains, reveals some 
of the hidden (and very human) scenes behind Holly- 
wood's outsourced CGI labor. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, 
ybca.org. 


THEATER 


A Christmas Carol: A.C.T.'s latest adaptation of the 
Dickens Christmas tale stars James Carpenter 
as miserly and miserable old Ebenezer Scrooge 
and Ken Ruta as the ghost of Jacob Marley. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 28, $20-S110. 
American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, 
S.F., 149-2228, act-sf.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon Holiday Extravaganza: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 31, 
$25-$160, beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 
678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 
The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, 
a wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set 
in an alternate reality that combines elements 
of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, 
cirquedusoleil.com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San 
Francisco, Third Street at Terry A. Francois, S.F., 
cirquedusoleil.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 






w/ Alvaro, Fort Knox 
Five, Ding Dong, Motion Potion, Mancub, David 
Harness, Trav, M3, Anthony Mansfield, Sol, Deckard, 
8Ball, Dex Stakker, Zach Moore, Brad Robinson, 
Benchun (starts 6 a.m. Thursday morning) Wed., 
Dec. 31; Thu., Jan. 1, 6 a.m., facebook.com/sfspace- 
cowboys. Mighty, 119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151, 
mighty119.com. 
w/ Deejay Theory, King Most, 
Isaac Jordan, and White Mike Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$20-$25+ advance, brunosnye2015.eventbrite.com. 
Bruno's, 2389 Mission, San Francisco, 925-371-3999, 
brunossf.com. 
w/ DJs MoMentum & 
Jeanine Da Feen Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $85+ ad- 
vance, butterflynye2015.eventbrite.com. Butterfly, 
Pier 33, San Francisco, 864-8999, butterflysf.com. 
w/ Nellie McKay Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $60-$105. 
City National Civic, 135 W. San Carlos, San Jose, 
408-792-4145, sanjosetheaters.org. 
w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, 
Shindog, Blondie K, subOctave, and Omar Wed., Dec. 
31,9 p.m., $20+ advance, catclubnye2015.eventbee. 
com. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703-8964, 
sfcatclub.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 
10 p.m., $35-$40. Rhythmix Cultural Works, 2513 
Blanding, Alameda, 510-865-5060, rhythmix.org. 
R w/ DJs Zhaldee 
& Intensify Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125+ advance 
(includes open bar), sfnightlife.com. Hyatt Regency 
San Francisco, 5 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
788-1234, sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com. 
w/ The Spazmatics, 
DJs, more Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ advance. The 
Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, San Francisco, 866- 
540-4491, fairmont.com/sanfrancisco. 
w/ DJ Wonway Posibul Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $100-$125. Press Club Wine Bar & 
Lounge, 20 Yerba Buena, San Francisco, 744-5000, 
pressclubsf.com. 
| w/ Ana Barbara Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$25 advance, clubpapi.com. 
Space 550, 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 550-8286. 
w/ video DJ Mark 
Andrus Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $35 (includes personal 
bottle of champagne). Raven, 1151 Folsom, San 


the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Improvised Holiday Musical: BATS Improv's Xmas 
show has all the cheer of a regular holiday musical, 
except nobody knows any of the words in advance. 
Dec. 26-27, 8 p.m., $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

James and the Giant Peach: The Bay Area Children’s 
Theatre sets Roald Dahl's book to a kicky musical 
score courtesy of Tony Award-nominated songsmiths 
Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, along with colorful 
costumes, comedy, and, of course, giant bugs. 
Starting Dec. 27, Saturdays, Sundays, 11 a.m., 2 &5 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 4, $18-$22, bactheatre. 
org. Theater at the Children’s Creativity Museum, 221 
Fourth St., S.F., 820-3320, creativity.org. 

The Jewelry Box: Brian Copeland's lighthearted holiday 
tale about the travails of finding (and then affording) 
the perfect gift for his mother in 1970s Oakland 
returns to the Marsh for a monthlong Christmas 


run. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 27, $30-$100. The Marsh 
Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Kinky Boots: This riotous, stiletto-stomping musical 
dances its way through the tale of a British shoe 
manufacturer whose declining fortunes are reversed 
with the aid of a glorious, towering drag queen with 
arazor wit and soul spun of gold. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 28, $75-$300, kinkyboot- 
sthemusical.com. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, 
S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Mittens & Mistletoe: A Winter Circus Cabaret: Sweet 
Can Productions holiday variety show featuring 
circus performers and more. Through Dec. 24, 2 & 
4p.m.; Through Dec. 28, $15-65, sweetcanproduc- 
tions.com. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F., 
273-4633, dancemission.com. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt 
Bacharach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
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Edwin Outwater conductor 

Seth MacFarlane vocalist 

Measha Brueggergosman 
soprano 

San Francisco Symphony 


8-10PM 
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The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played 
on celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, and 
Fred MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison En- 
gel. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 4, 
$29-$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

The Santaland Diaries: David Sinaiko once again 
dons his gay (elf) apparel to relate David Sedaris’ 
humorous holiday stories of working in a department 
store Christmas display. Through Dec. 24, $25-$35, 
combinedartform.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
S.F., 188-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 


“Plays it cool even when swinging hard” 


—THE NEW YORK TIMES 


SanFrancisco 
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See Seth MacFarlane like you've never seen him before, 
singing jazz and Broadway hits with the Symphony. 
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SYMPHONY 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 


Concert at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 
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Francisco, 431-1151, ravenbarsf.com. 

Comedy Countdown New Year's Eve: With Doug 
Benson, Fortune Feimster, W. Kamau Bell, Tommy 
Johnagin, Jon Dore, Sammy Obeid, and Tony Camin. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7 &10 p.m., $40-$70 advance. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, San Francisco, 928- 
4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Con Funk Shun NYE Throwdown: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & 
11 p.m., $69-$99. Yoshi’s Oakland, 510 Embarcadero 
W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, yoshis.com. 

Curtis Lawson: Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m. The Saloon, 
1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989-7666, sfblues.net/ 
Saloon.html. 

The Da’athique New Year's Eve Masquerade Ball: 
w/ Jill Tracy, Soriah, Paul Mercer & Evil Sarah, 
Synchronicity Frequency, Ariellah, Kandroma, 
Luku, DJ Necromos, more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75 
advance, facebook.com/events/303877163135242. 
Oakland Metro Operahouse, 630 Third St., Oakland, 
510-763-1146, oaklandmetro.org. 

Dance Like a Star: New Year's Eve Onboard the 
Aircraft Carrier USS Hornet: w/ 3 O'Clock Jump, 
The Tartlettes, and more Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., 
$45-$85. USS Hornet Museum, Pier 3, Alameda Point, 
Alameda, 510-521-8448, uss-hornet.org. 

Destination Origin: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$40 
advance, originsf.com/nye2015. Origin, 1538 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 825-0338, originsf.com. 

Earl Thomas New Year's Bash: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 & Il 
p.m., $60. Biscuits & Blues, 401 Mason, San Francisco, 
292-2583, biscuitsandblues.com. 

Epic New Year's Eve 2015: w/ DJs Chris Clouse, Cams, 
Mauricio, Chucky Brown, and Oso Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $45+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Westin San 
Francisco Market Street, 50 Third St., San Francisco, 
974-6400, westinsf.com. 

Era: The Age of Early Cinema, Live Cabaret, and 


— 
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Sultry Jazz: w/ DJs Donovan, Hector Garza, and 
Hanik, plus a 100th birthday tribute To Billie Holiday 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $49.99+ advance, donovansf. 
com. Clift Hotel, Redwood Room, 495 Geary, San 
Francisco, 929-2372, clifthotel.com. 

Eric Benét: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 & 11 p.m., $50-$100. The 
Addition, 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco, 655-6500, 
theaddition.com. 

Extra Action Marching Band: w/ GAYmous, BluBall 
Revue Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$35. Brick & Mortar 
Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 800-8782, 
brickandmortarmusic.com. 

Fantasy NYE: w/ Mina y Su Sonora Dinamita, Fuego 
Latino, Dos Four y los Mios, plus DJs Luis Medina, 
Tony 0, and Pablo Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $45 advance, 
ticketsparati.com. Roccapulco Supper Club, 3140 
Mission, San Francisco, 648-6611, roccapulco.com. 

The Flaming Lips: w/ Foxygen Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$55-$70 advance. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco, 345-0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Fog City Empire NYE: w/ DJ Roost Uno Wed., Dec. 31, 
10 p.m., $75-$130+ advance (includes open bar), 
novelanye.eventbrite.com. Novela, 662 Mission, 
San Francisco, 896-6500, novelasf.com. 

Fresh As a Daisy New Year's Day 2015: w/ DJ Three 
Thu., Jan. 1, 6 a.m., $20. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San 
Francisco, 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Glow Party NYE 2014: w/ DJ Luke Allen Wed., Dec. 
31, 9:30 p.m., $5-$8. Lookout, 3600 16th St., San 
Francisco, 703-9751, lookoutsf.com. 

Gold Card NYE: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15+ ad- 
vance. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Greg Proops: New Year's Eve Stand Up Show: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $40-$55+ advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 
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Hawthorn NYE 2015: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99- 
$125+ advance (includes open bar), hawthornnye. 
eventbrite.com. Hawthorn, 46 Geary, San Francisco, 
693-9255, hawthornsf.com. 

Hella Saucey NYE 2015: w/ DJs Andre, Lady Fingaz, 
and Jibbz Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/HellaSaucey. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Hillbilly New Year's Eve: w/ The Earl Brothers Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15, shelbyashpresents.net. 
Plough & Stars, 116 Clement, San Francisco, 751-1122, 
theploughandstars.com. 

Honey Island Swamp Band: w/ DJ K-Os Wed., Dec. 
31, 9:30 p.m., $45 advance. Boom Boom Room, 
1601 Fillmore, San Francisco, 673-8000, boom- 
boomblues.com. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE 2014 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 


TOAST 
AT 
MIDNIGHT! 


COBB'S COMEDY CLUB 


5D WwWww.CcCOBBSCOMEDY.COM 


915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD) « 18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM 
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT BOX OFFICE * 415-928-4320 


& 


SAMMY OBEID 


TONY CAMIN 


Tickets are available at Ticketmaster.com and select Walmart locations. 


ticketmaster.com 
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All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
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Honey Sunset NYE: w/ Lee Douglas, Solar, Galen, 
Jackie House, Josh Cheon, Robot Hustle Wed., Dec. 
31, 10 p.m., $25-$40. Gray Area Art & Technology 
Theater, 2665 Mission, San Francisco, 843-1423, 
grayarea.org. 

Hook N Sling: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $20+ advance. 
Vessel, 85 Campton, San Francisco, 433-8585, 
vesselsf.com. 

Housepitality NYE: The Interstellar Discotech: 
w/ Derek Plaslaiko, Dave Aju, Secret Studio (Tyrel 
Williams & Bai-ee), Bob Campbell, J.P. Soul, Jason 
Greer, Mike Bee, Joel Conway Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$15+ advance, housepitalitysf.com/nye-2015. F8, 
1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192, feightsf.com. 

Hubert Emerson Jazz Band: Wed., Dec. 31, $100 
(includes dinner). Zingari, 501 Post, San Francisco, 
885-8850, zingari.com. 

IAMX: w/ Nyves Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $40. Slim's, 333 
Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

It’s a Wrap!: w/ Selecta BC & DJ Kimani Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $10-$15. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

Jerry Oakley Trio: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $75-$95 
for prix fixe dinner menu. Cafe Claude, 7 Claude, San 
Francisco, 392-3505, cafeclaude.com. 

John Lloyd Young: Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., 
$65-$95. Feinstein’s at the Nikko, 222 Mason, San 
Francisco, 394-1111, hotelnikkosf.com. 

Last Dance 2015: New Year’s Eve Celebration & 
Closing Party: w/ Dynamig & J-Santy Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m. The Parlor, 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
775-5110, theparlorsf.com. 

Let the Countdown Begin ... New Year's Eve 2015: 
w/ DJ Midnight, The Les, Brian V, DJ Irry Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $35+ advance. The Cellar, 685 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 441-5678, cellarsf.com. 

Maceo Parker: Funky New Year's Eve Party: Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $60-S110. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, 
San Francisco, 866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Mad Dash to Midnight: Indoor NYE fun run with two 
distance choices: the Run to New Year 1 Mile or the 
Resolution 5K. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $25-$45, madd- 
ashtomidnight.com. Northgate Mall, 5800 Northgate 
Mall, San Rafael, 479-5955, shopatnorthgate.com. 

Mango NYE: w/ DJs Olga T, Marcella, and Edaj Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $15 (or $25 per couple), facebook. 
com/MANGOSF. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 
282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Massive New Year's Eve Bash 2015: w/ DJ Mike Biggz 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $5. The Stud, 399 Ninth St., 
San Francisco, 863-6623, studsf.com. 

MatrixFillmore New Year's Eve 2015: w/ DJ Jared-F 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20+ advance, matrixnye2015. 
eventbrite.com. MatrixFillmore, 3138 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 563-4180, matrixfillmore.com. 

Mayer Hawthorne (DJ set): w/ J-Boogie, DJ Pleasure- 
maker, Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m., $30-$60. Public Works, 161 Erie, San Francisco, 
932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Men in Suits, Women in Dresses NYE 2015: w/ 





DJs Hector & Shabazz Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Terra, 511 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 896-1234, terrasf.com. 

The Mermen New Year's Eve Celebration 2014-2015: 
w/ The Shitones Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30, mermen. 
net. Park Chalet Garden Restaurant, 1000 Great 
Highway, San Francisco, 386-8439, parkchalet.com. 

Midnight Kiss NYE Fireworks Cruise: Dance party 
aboard the Merlot Commodore yacht. Wed., Dec. 
31, 8:30 p.m., $235+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 

Midnight Madness: 18+ party with DJs Magic Matt 
and Stewie Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $29+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. City Nights, 715 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 339-8686, sfclubs.com. 

Monarch NYE 2015: w/ Click Click, The Lovemakers, 
DJ M3, Richie Panic, Corey Sizemore, Shiny Objects, 
Lisbona, Papa Lu, Mozhgan, Tasho, Cole, Alvaro Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $20-$40. Monarch, 101 Sixth St., San 
Francisco, 284-9774, monarchsf.com. 

Moonlight 2015 NYE Fireworks Party Cruise: Dance 
party aboard the San Francisco Spirit. Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $169+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Horn- 
blower Cruises, Pier 3, San Francisco, 788-8866, 
hornblower.com. 

Myon & Shane 54: w/ SNR Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$100-$150 advance (or $30-$50 for after midnight 
admission). Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, San Francisco, 
693-0777, rubyskye.com. 

Neurosis: w/ Tragedy, Author & Punisher, Kowloon 
Walled City Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $41. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750, 
slimspresents.com. 

New Bohemia NYE 2015: w/ Elite Force, Lee Coombs, 
The Scumfrog, Syd Gris, DJ Icon, Kimba, Dulce Vita, 
Drew Drop, The Klown, Eliki, MetaTek, Vau de Vire 
Society, much more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $75+ 
advance, facebook.com/newbohemianye. The 
Armory, 1800 Mission, San Francisco, 677-0456, 
sfarmory.com. 

New Year Fireworks Party: w/ DJ J-Fearless Wed., Dec. 
31, 8 p.m., $45+ advance. Osha Thai Restaurant, 4 Em- 
barcadero, San Francisco, 788-6742, oshathai.com. 

New Year's 2015 Aboard the Derek M. Baylis: Wed., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $120, wyliecharters.com. Pier 40, 
Embarcadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 

New Year’s 2015 with the Justin Wagner Quartet: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50 (includes three-course 
dinner + midnight champagne toast). Sheba Piano 
Lounge, 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco, 440-7414, 
shebapianolounge.com. 

New Year’s Ball with the North Beach Brass Band 
Soul Revue: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $150 (includes 
open bar). Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 
649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015 at Jaxson: w/ DJ Bryan Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $99+ advance. Jaxson, 3231 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 359-9885, jaxsonsf.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015 Celebration: w/ DJ Big Rich Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance, eswnewyears2015. 
eventbrite.com. Eastside West, 3154 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 885-4000, eswsf.com. 





New Year’s Eve 2015: Dance Yo Ass Off: w/ David 
Harness, Ruben Mancias, and Will Reelsoul Ro- 
driguez Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10-$20+ advance. 
Mercer, 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco, 938-7173, 
mercer-sf.com. 

New Year’s Eve 2015 Fireworks Party Cruise: Party 
aboard the Harbor Princess. Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., 
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$189+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco, 673-2900. 

New Year's Eve 2015 with DJ RasCue: Wed., Dec. 
31, 9 p.m., $25-$40. John Colins, 138 Minna, San 
Francisco, 512-7493, johncolins.com. 

New Year's Eve 2015 with Epic Twelve: plus DJ 
Playboi and Yo Yolie Wed., Dec. 31, $25-$45+ ad- 
vance, manorwestnye2015.eventbrite.com. Manor 
West, 750 Harrison, San Francisco, 240-7558, 
manorwestsf.com. 

New Year's Eve at Bimbo's 365 Club: w/ Nick Wa- 
terhouse, Marc & The Casuals, The Cottontails, The 
Girl in the Fishbowl, more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $80. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 
474-0365, bimbos365club.com. 

New Year’s Eve at the Lex: w/ DJ Durt & Siobhan 
Aluvalot Wed., Dec. 31,9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
LexingtonClub. Lexington Club, 3464 19th St., San 
Francisco, 863-2052, lexingtonclub.com. 

New Year’s Eve Black & Red Ball: With DJ Basura. Wed., 
Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $10. Blank Club, 44 S. Almaden, San 
Jose, 408-292-5265, theblankclub.com. 

New Year’s Eve Black Comedy Explosion: With Cedric 
the Entertainer. Wed., Dec. 31, 11 p.m., $59.75-$94.75. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 510- 
465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 

New Year's Eve Blowout with Bandulu: Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m. Jupiter, 2181 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-843-8277, 
jupiterbeer.com. 

New Year’s Eve Carnaval: w/ Eddy Navia & Pachamama 
Band Wed., Dec. 31, 7 & 8:30 p.m., $125-$175 advance. 
Pachamama Restaurant, 1630 Powell, San Francisco, 
646-0018, pachamamacenter.org. 

New Year's Eve Comedy Fiesta: Starring Marga 
Gomez, Diane Amos, and Betsy Salkind, with host 
Betty Pazmifio and DJ Page Hodel. Wed., Dec. 31,9 
p.m., $35-$50. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., 
San Francisco, 641-7657, brava.org. 

New Year's Eve Dance Fiesta: With Orquesta La 
Moderna Tradicion. Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $25-$35. 
La Pena Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 
510-849-2568, lapena.org. 

New Year’s Eve Dance Party Bash: w/ DJ Steve Doug- 
las Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. Edinburgh Castle, 950 
Geary, San Francisco, 885-4074, thecastlesf.com. 

New Year's Eve Family Fireworks Cruise: Party 
aboard the Royal Prince. Wed., Dec. 31, 9:45 p.m., 
$179+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Red & White Fleet, 
The Embarcadero, San Francisco, 673-2900. 

New Year’s Eve Grand Gala 2015: w/ DJ K-Mac Wed., 
Dec. 31,9 p.m., $35+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Julia 
Morgan Ballroom, 465 California, San Francisco, 
421-7730, juliamorganballroom.com. 

New Year's Eve Party with Cold-Sol: Wed., Dec. 31, 
9:30 p.m. Cafe Van Kleef, 1621 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-763-7711, cafevankleef.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJ Karma: Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $65+ advance, nye2015insf.eventbrite.com. 
Infusion Lounge, 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 421-8700, 
infusionlounge.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJs Morse Code & Sam Isaac: 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$75+ advance, nye-harlot. 
eventbrite.com. Harlot, 46 Minna, San Francisco, 
777-1077, harlotsf.com. 

New Year's Eve with DJ Risk One: Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $35+ advance. Slide, 430 Mason, San Francisco, 
421-1916, slidesf.com. 

New Year’s Eve with the Mirage Band: Wed., Dec. 
31, 7:30 p.m., $400-$450. Top of the Mark, One 
Nob Hill, 999 California, San Francisco, 616-6916, 
intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

New Year's Eve with Vinyl Storm, State Secrets, 
Ginger & The Jeffries, Lil’ Elephant, and The 
Straight Ups: Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m. 50 Mason 
Social House, 50 Mason, San Francisco, 433-5050, 
50masonsocialhouse.com. 

New Year's Nightlife: w/ DJs FelNLove, Nick G, Feldy, 
Trevor Simpson, Crank, and D-Roc Wed., Dec. 31, 
9:30 p.m., $140+ advance (includes open bar), 
wsfnye2015.eventbrite.com. W San Francisco, 181 
Third St., San Francisco, 777-5300, starwoodhotels. 
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com/whotels. 

Dance party aboard the 
Chardonnay Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., 
$250+ advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, Embar- 
cadero at Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 

R w/ David Carvalho, DJ Split, 
Pacific Disco Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $149+ advance 
(includes open bar), crossroadsnightlife.com. Amer- 
icano Restaurant & Bar, 8 Mission, San Francisco, 
278-3700, americanorestaurant.com. 

w/ 
DJs Sonny Phono and Bessed Drest Wed., Dec. 31, 
8 p.m., $10. Madrone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San 
Francisco, 241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 


NYE 2015 


MAIN ROOM: 


HOOT CREATORS A RESIDENT Ds 
SPIN THE BEST MASHUPS OF FO14: 


A PLUS D 


TIPM: BOMITIO’S OWN LIVE HOLK TANT 


SMASH-UP DERBY 


AWESOME MASHUPS VIDEO COUNTDOWN 


ata dls 
orrwins ov JIMIG 


LOUNGE: 


CIRQUE DU CLICHE 


DJs: AIRSUN & ENTYME 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $125. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 625-8880, 
mezzaninesf.com. 

w/ DJs Weapon, J-Trip, EZ, Dark- 
erdaze, Tech Minds, Kid Vicious, Thrawn, Spades, 
and more Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $55+ advance, nye- 
cityhall2015.eventbrite.com. City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett, San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

Featuring Kumail Nanjiani, 

Natasha Leggero, Brent Weinbach, Andrew Michaan, 

and more. Wed., Dec. 31, 10:30 p.m., $20-$25. Grand 

Lake Theater, 3200 Grand Ave., Oakland, 510-452- 
3556, grandlaketheater.com. 

Dance party aboard the 

Pinot Noir yacht. Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m., $225+ 


~ SHIT SHOW 


- 
4 ROOMS - 4 BALLOON props CHAMPAGNE TOAST 
FREE ‘BEST OF BOOTIE 2014' CDs TO FIRST 500 PEOPLE! 
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DAZZLE ROOM: 
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BeSEME NT 
nie MYSTER C « 
MAR. WASHINGTON 


375 ELEVENTH ST. & HARRISON, SF 
OPM-AFTERHOURS - BOOTIESF..COM 
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advance, sfnightlife.com. Pier 40, Embarcadero at 
Townsend, San Francisco, N/A. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $55+ 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Renaissance Parc 55 
Hotel, 55 Cyril Magnin, San Francisco, 392-8000, 
parc55hotel.com. 
w/ DJs K.C. & Gravity Wed., Dec. 31, 
9 p.m., $25+ advance, nyesoiree2015.eventbee.com. 
Monroe, 473 Broadway, San Francisco, 772-9002, 
monroesf.com. 
w/ DJ Deft & Mahlae Balenciaga Wed., Dec. 
31,8 p.m., $35 VIP advance, jceventssf.com. The Cafe, 
2369 Market, San Francisco, 621-4434, cafesf.com. 
Grand opening night of Heklina 
and D’Arcy Drollinger’s new SOMA nightclub and 
drag cabaret Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40. Oasis, 
298 lith St., San Francisco, 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 


All-ages benefit party with 

a pinball tourney, raffle, no-host bar, and midnight 

champagne toast. Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $25-$40. 

Pacific Pinball Museum, 1510 Webster, Alameda, 

510-769-1349, pacificpinball.org. 

w/ Waterstrider, Blood Sister Wed., 

Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $17-$20. Bottom of the Hill, 1233 17th 

St., San Francisco, 621-4455, bottomofthehill.com. 

w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U Wed., Dec. 31, 9 

p.m., $20-$25. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

w/ Wonder Bread 5 Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $120+ advance (includes open bar), 
alistsf.com. The Westin St. Francis, 335 Powell, San 
Francisco, 397-7000, westinstfrancis.com. 

w/ Marjikeze Wed., Dec. 31, 9 

p.m. Winters Tavern, 1522 Francisco Blvd., Pacifica, 
650-355-6162, winterstavern.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 


8 p.m., $60 (or $110 per couple), plankoakland.com/ 


nye-extravaganza. Plank, 98 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-817-0980, plankoakland.com. 
18+ party with Armin Van Buuren, Bingo 

Players, Blake Jarrell, Firebeatz, The M Machine, 
W&W Wed., Dec. 31, 6 p.m., $50-$150+ advance, 
popnye.com. Oracle Arena, 7000 Coliseum, Oakland, 
510-569-2121, coliseum.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., $49.50-$65. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510- 
548-3010, thefoxoakland.com. 


w/ DJ Dave Paul Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20-$30 
advance, bombhiphop.com/PvsM.html. Berkeley 
Underground, 2284 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-990- 
6477, berkeley-underground.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $30-$40+ advance, puraclub. 
com. 1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 431- 
1200, 1015.com. 

w/ DJs Mikey Tan, Joshuah K, 
Rufio, and Luis Ynayan Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $98+ 
advance (includes open bar). Region, 139 Steuart, 
San Francisco, 896-1398, regionsf.com. 

w/ DJ Twin Spin Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$15-$25 advance, reminisce2015.brownpapertickets. 
com. Slate Bar, 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 
8521, slate-sf.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9:30 p.m., free. The 
Riptide, 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 759-7263, 
riptidesf.com. 
w/ Ollie Dudek’s Super 
Swing Machine featuring Emily Anne Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $50+ advance. Burritt Room, 417 Stockton, San 
Francisco, 400-0555, mystichotel.com. 

NYE midnight 
screening for all your “Time Warp"’-ing celebra- 
tory requirements. Wed., Dec. 31, 11:59 p.m. Clay 
Theatre, 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

w/DJ MK2 Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $20 
advance, sfnightlife.com. Rouge, 1500 Broadway, 
San Francisco, 346-7683, rougesf.com. 


w/ 
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DJs Aykut, Kblo, Youssef, Santero, Dr. T. Nitro, 
and Kevin Armstrong Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $85+ 
advance, aykutevents.com. The Palace Hotel, 2 New 
Montgomery, San Francisco, 512-1111, sfpalace.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 7:30 
p.m., $20. Savanna Jazz Club, 2937 Mission, San 
Francisco, 285-3369, savannajazz.com. 
w/ Pretty 
Lights, Flying Lotus, Beats Antique, Lettuce, Bit 
Funk, Fort Knox Five, Worthy,, Pumpkin, Motion 
Potion, Mikey Thunder, Girls N Boomboxes, Blu 
Farm, Analog Disco, Silent Frisco, M.0.M. DJs, more 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $95-$175+ advance (or $135+ 
advance for 2-day pass), seaofdreamsnye.com. Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco, 
510-548-3010, apeconcerts.com. 


w/ Foreign Legion, plus DJs Saurus, Max Kane, Marc 
Stretch, and Prozack Turner Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., 
$10. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-891-8660, legionnairesaloon.com. 
w/ Fehrplay, Team No Sleep Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$60 advance, set-sf.com. Mighty, 
119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151, mighty119.com. 
w/ conductor 
Edwin Outwater, Seth MacFarlane, and Measha 
Brueggergosman Wed., Dec. 31, 8 p.m., $85-$195. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $99.50-$116.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco, 346-6000, thefillmore.com. 
w/ DJs Tall Sasha, 
Jason Kwan, Ks Thant, and more Wed., Dec. 31, 10 
p.m., $25+ advance. Supperclub San Francisco, 657 
Harrison, San Francisco, 348-0900, supperclub.com. 
w/ Hot Buttered Rum, James 
Nash Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $35-$40. Leo's, 5447 
Telegraph, Oakland, 888-477-9288, clubleos.com. 
Dance party 
aboard the Fume Blanc Commodore. Wed., Dec. 31, 
7:30 p.m., $250+ advance. Pier 40, Embarcadero at 
Townsend, San Francisco. 
w/ Club 90 Wed., 
Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $100 advance. Harry Denton’'s 
Starlight Room, 450 Powell, San Francisco, 395- 
8595, starlightroomsf.com. 
w/ Chromeo (DJ set), 
Kill Paris, Viceroy, Traviswild, Aaron Axelsen Wed., 
Dec. 31,9 p.m., $125+ advance, streetsofsfnye.com. 
Fort Mason, Fort Mason, San Francisco, 345-7500, 
fortmason.org. 
w/ Trails & Ways, Vin Sol Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., sold out. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco, 771-1420, theindependentsf.com. 


Primus at the Fox 
Theater in Oakland 





w/ Roy Davis 

Jr., Galen, Solar, J-Bird, more Thu., Jan. 1, 2 p.m., 

$10-$20. Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco, 
625-8880, mezzaninesf.com. 

w/ K-Maxx, The 


Pendletons, plus DJs Jon Blunck, Kirk Harper, and 


Jacob Pena Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., $10-$20, facebook. 
com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $57.50-$60. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco, 
673-5716, theregencyballroom.com. 

Wed., Dec. 31, 10 p.m., free. Johnny 
Foley’s Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 
954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 
w/ 3lau, Bright Lights, Panic 
City, Eric D-Lux Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $50+ advance, 
templenye.com. Temple, 540 Howard, San Francisco, 
978-9942, templesf.com. 

w/ Scraper, Quaaludes, DJ Vehicular 
Mansweater Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $12-$15. Hem- 
lock Tavern, 1131 Polk, San Francisco, 923-0923, 
hemlocktavern.com. 

w/ Grit & Gold, The Vans Wed., 
Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $10. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

f w/ North Mis- 
sissippi Allstars Wed., Dec. 31,9 p.m., $49.50-$96.50 
advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, San Francisco, 
877-598-8497, sfmasonic.com. 

w/ DJs Jenna 
Riot & Chelsea Starr Wed., Dec. 31, 9 p.m., $15-$20, 
uhaulsf.com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, 
San Francisco, 387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 
w/ Con Brio, Midtown Social, 
Will Magid (DJ set + trumpet) Wed., Dec. 31, 8 
p.m., $30-$40 advance, undercoverpresents.com. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 
Wed., Dec. 31, 8:30 
p.m. Lou's Fish Shack, 300 Jefferson, San Francisco, 
171-5687, lousfishshacksf.com. 
w/ DJs Majestichris, Tee 
Jay Macks, and Static Wed., Dec. 31, $25+ advance, 
sfnightlife.com. The Factory, 525 Harrison, San 
Francisco, 538-7977. 
w/ Haywyre, Freddy Todd, Kool A.D., 
Boats, Intellitard, Humpfree Lowgart, Krakinov Wed., 
Dec. 31, $27-$35, facebook.com/wormholesf. The 
New Parish, 579 18th St., Oakland, 510-444-7474, 
thenewparish.com. 


Wed., Dec. 31, 9 
p.m., $20. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 
970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 
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Evicted But Not Forgotten 


An artist driven from the city brings back anew show about upheaval. 


By Jonathan Curiel 
When people talk about San 


Francisco's economic stratification and the 
growing exodus of artists because of evic- 
tion and rising rents, they're talking about 
people like Andrew Schoultz. For more 
than a decade, Schoultz worked from the 
Mission District, where his best-known 
street painting — an elaborate two-story 
collaboration called Generator that’s filled 
with birdhouses, buildings, and swooping 
clouds — still looms on the side of an apart- 
ment complex at 18th and Lexington. 

SFMOMA has eight of Schoultz’s art- 
works, including A Litany of Defense and 
Liturgy of Power (Came) from the Palm of 
His Hand, an electrifying mixed-media 
piece that features a turbaned, bearded 
man calling forth a whirlwind of beams 
from his right palm. In a 2011 exhibit, 
SFMOMA paired Schoultz’s art with 
that of the celebrated Swiss painter Paul 
Klee, calling Schoultz “a highly accom- 
plished draftsman who makes visible 
fantastic and impossible worlds.” 

Those worlds are on display anew in 
“Blown To Bits,” an exhibit at Hosfelt 
Gallery that has temporarily brought 
Schoultz back to San Francisco from Los 
Angeles, where he moved earlier this 
year. Schoultz is still angry about the 
real estate upheaval that is transforming 
the city’s character, and one of his most 
potent pieces at Hosfelt is Broken Pattern 
(Exposed Wall), an intricate commentary 
on greed and fortune that has two men 
bowing on rugs before a billow of gold 
that’s emerged from a wall. The scene is 
overlaid on a series of rectangular boxes 
that get smaller and smaller — a fractal 


pattern that’s the foundation for many 
of the canvases in “Blown To Bits.” 

“This order falls apart, and what's 
exposed are these gold bricks,” Schoultz 
says as he stands before Broken Pattern 
(Exposed Wall). “It’s related to real estate 
and real estate speculation. What you 
have to do is bow to it — that this is an 
ongoing cyclical thing. The shape of the 
gold is supposed to represent a historic 
bust of a person. The whole thing with 
my use of gold is that it references Amer- 
ican currency being backed by gold, and 
how it’s supposed to make American 
currency more valuable.” 

Still, most of the works in “Blown 
To Bits” aren't overt references to real 
estate speculation. They reference the 
creative process — how, sometimes, 
the best way to finish a work is to tear it 
apart and see what happens next. To the 
dismay of Hosfelt Gallery owner Todd 
Hosfelt, Schoultz ripped up half of one 
of the show’s largest works and put the 
shards on the ground, behind a plastic 
cordon that pokes fun at the canvas and 
also turns it into a kind of crime scene. 

In his artwork, Schoultz often cel- 
ebrates chaos and congestion, though 
that’s part of his works’ appeal. You sift 
through the layers of undulating clouds, 
circles, and lines — through the haze of 
colliding shapes and colors — and you 
find viable figures, like men from the 
Muslim world, and horses inspired by 
centuries-old Persian miniature paint- 
ings. You also find facsimiles of historic 
maps that were made for governments 
to conquer other lands. 

Schoultz, in other words, layers his 
art with narratives about war and once- 


Courtesy of Andrew Schoultz 


Fallout to Broken Pattern 
(Exposed Wall) 


great civilizations that have disappeared 
but are still revered in history books. He 
embraces the past but sees it for what it 
is: a continuing lesson about the cyclical 
forces of life. 





“Living in the United States, it’s 
easy to forget how much crazy-ass shit 
is going on in other parts of the world,” 
Schoultz says. “It’s easy to maintain 
your morals and ethics when you live 
in a very comfortable society, have a 
very comfortable life. You can have this 
extreme belief system in place. Often- 
times these belief systems 
are the first things that go 
out the window when you're 
put in a chaotic situation. 
That’s a theme in ‘Blown 
To Bits.’ These bowing men 
that have appeared in these 
works, and I’ve used them a 
lot, are a loaded image. But 
it’s also about maintaining 
your spirituality amongst 
total chaos.” 

A native of Milwaukee, 
Schoultz graduated with 
a bachelor’s in illustration 
from Academy of Art Uni- 
versity in 2003. His intent 
was to stay in San Francisco 
as long as possible. But even 
as Schoultz’s career was tak- 
ing off, and he was earning 
kudos and commissions 
from galleries and museums 
around North America and 
abroad (including Milan, 
Cologne, Copenhagen, and 
Rotterdam), he was con- 
stantly being squeezed by 
San Francisco landlords. He 
was evicted from an apart- 
ment, then saw his Mission 
District studio threatened 
as high-tech firms paid top 
dollar to move into similar 
studios. (Schoultz titled 
one of his paintings in Clarion Alley, 
F#?KIN” Dot Com.) 

When Shoultz and his partner had 
a child two years ago, and he needed a 
studio he could count on to make the 
work that sustains the family, they 
looked to the more affordable rents of 


Los Angeles. In his downtown studio 
and Eagle Rock home, Schoultz has 
found the bohemian culture that once 
personified San Francisco. 

“My work space [in San Francisco] 
was in constant jeopardy,’ he says. 

“As an artist, I want to grow. And I 
realized that as an artist in this city, 

it was becoming impossible for me to 
grow. In fact, I was going to be pushed 
back. I couldn't stay ... Los Angeles has 
been an area I’ve shown at for 10 years. 
You start to make friends. And a lot of 
people you see here were showing up 
down there.” 

“I miss San Francisco,” adds Schoul- 
tz, who lived in the city for 18 years. 

“I miss the Hetch Hetchy water. I miss 
being able to ride my bike to my studio. 
I miss all these things. But the last cou- 
ple years I lived here, I found myself al- 
ways complaining. For me, I don’t want 
to complain. I want to be proactive, and 
change my situation into something 
good. In Los Angeles, I’m at the park 
with my kid, and you ask [another par- 
ent] what they do, and they say, ‘Oh, 
I’m a painter. Or, ‘I play in a band.’ It’s 
weird. It has this vibe that existed in 
San Francisco 10 years ago.” 

For anyone who knows Schoultz’s 
work, “Blown To Bits” will be bitter- 
sweet. San Francisco helped form him 
as an artist, and in turn, Schoultz 
helped form San Francisco’s art scene. 
He paid back the city with culture and 
political involvement. The art is still 
here but not the artist. Schoultz is 
just a visitor now — someone who 
stays with a good friend in his old 
neighborhood when he’s back for his 
own exhibits, but who then leaves. 
Schoultz’s CV now reads “former San 
Francisco artist.” That just doesn’t 
seem right. 


“Andrew Schoultz: Blown To Bits” 
Through Jan. 24 at Hosfelt Gallery, 
260 Utah, S.F. Admission is free; 495- 
5454 or hosfeltgallery.com. 
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Know Your Street Art 


Black Lives 
Matter 


198 Sixth Street (by Howard) 


What if the U.S. flag reflected 
the recent police killings of black Ameri- 
cans? At the corner of Sixth and Howard 
streets, it does. Instead of red for the 
stripes, white for the stripes and stars, and 
blue for the rectangular inset, this Ameri- 
can flag uses black for the stars, black and 
white for the stripes and inset, and red for 
blood that drips from the stripes. Hun- 
dreds of drops trickle down the flag under 
wording and a symbol that also reflect 
modern times: #BLACKLIVESMATTER. 
The flag fronts the outside wall of 
1AM Gallery, where it has prompted 
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scores of passers-by to walk into the 
art space and praise the flag’s creation 
— though at least one person has 
complained. ‘The criticism: The flag’s 
message seemed to imply, this person 
said, that other lives don’t matter. 

“Of course, all lives matter — 
black lives are a part of all lives,” says 
Bianca Irving, class coordinator at 
the gallery and one of three artists 
who made the flag. “Being specific is 
focusing on a problem that everybody 
sees.” 

The flag covers a part of a wall that 
1AM rotates with new art every sev- 
eral weeks, so it won't be up for much 
longer, but artists around the Bay 
Area and the United States have also 
adopted “Black Lives Matter” into 
stickers, T-shirts, posters, and public 
paintings that reference the deaths of 
now-familiar names: Trayvon Martin 


in Florida, Eric Garner in New York, Mi- 
chael Brown in Ferguson, Mo. 

The American flag has long been a 
subject of interpretation for American 
visual artists, most notably by Jasper 
Johns, who once said that a flag paint- 
ing “is no more about a flag than it is 
about a brush-stroke or about a color or 
about the physicality of the paint.” The 
1AM Gallery’s flag is about much, much 
more than the U.S. flag. It’s about the 
long shadow of American history and 
the way the current American police and 
justice system is treating African-Amer- 
icans. LAM specializes in art that ad- 
dresses freedom of speech, with “1AM” 
an abbreviation for “First Amendment.” 

“Black people are a part of America,” 
says Irving, “and the American flag is a 
symbol of being American. Putting blood 
on it speaks about the fact that there’s a 
lot of blood being shed in America.” JC 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


SINGIN’ IN THE REINS 


ow 


Smiling’s My Favorite 


By Laura Jaye Cramer 


During the holiday season, we 
can pretty much expect the same 
things: cute little Christmas tree 
markets, folks feeling all the feels over 
peppermint mochas, and the usual 
parade of holiday movies on Netflix. It’s 
the time of year when you can’t turn 
your head without being reminded to 
rewatch everything from White 
Christmas to Home Alone. And in 2003, 
the antics of green-tights-clad Will 
Ferrell in the hit comedy Elf joined the 
canon as required holiday watching. 

Surprisingly sweet and likable 
given its provenance as a vehicle for 
a former Saturday Night Live star, 
Elf became a contemporary classic 
spawning tons of merchandise, a 
book, and Elf the Musical, which 
premiered in 2010. With new music 
by Matthew Sklar and lyrics by Chad 
Beguelin, the touring production 
makes its San Francisco stop this 
month at SHN’s Curran Theater. 

Most of us know how the story 
goes thanks to the film’s endless 
repetition on basic cable. After 
crawling into Santa’s toy bag, a 
human baby is raised in the North 
Pole by workshop elves who call 
him “Buddy.” Believing that he too 
is an elf — despite being a shoddy 
toymaker who is several feet taller 
than the rest of Santa’s workers — 
he’s understandably upset to discover 
that not only is he human, but his dad 
is also apparently the kind of jerk who 
ended up on the naughty list. 

Unlike the film version which is 
led by one Papa Elf, Elf the Musical is 
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narrated by none other than Santa 
Claus himself. Yet this is a different 
Santa, a 2014 version who eats 
Doritos, uses an iPad, references Al 
Gore, and had to forgo the use of 
reindeer after a run-in with PETA. 

The plot picks up when Buddy 
naively decides to go find his father 
in New York City, try to live with 
him, and be his best friend. Enter 
an enthusiastic Eric Williams in the 
leading role of Buddy the Elf. The lanky 
actor, with a perfected gee-shucks style 
of dopey smile, is immediately likable. 
And while his voice seems just a hair 
thinner than your typical leading man, 
it’s this little quirkiness that probably 
helped Williams win the role. He plays 
up his awkwardness, giving a decisively 
offbeat performance. This endearing 
goofiness is reflected in his dancing as 
well. Even in group numbers, Williams’ 
choreography substitutes hammy jazz 
hands for the technical jumps of the 
rest of the cast. Whether it’s meant 
to cover a slight lack of technique, be 
intentionally cheesy, or a little of both, 
he more than sells the part. 

Which is tricky, considering the 
entire character has been built off a 
90-minute movie of Will Ferrell being 
Will Ferrell. But Williams’ Buddy is 
not simply a Ferrell impersonation; 
the actor puts his own stamp on the 
material. Some of the slight changes 
hit, some miss. Either way it’s 
refreshing to see a new take on the 
character. And anyone who can make 
a hyperactive 30-year-old man — 
particularly one who equates a paper 
shredder with a magic snow machine, 
or who believes that sugar should 


make up the majority of one’s diet — 
seem like more than a crazy lunatic 
should be applauded. 

Williams is supported by Jesse 
Sharp and Lexie Dorsett Sharp, 
as Buddy’s father and stepmom. 
Husband and wife both onstage and 
off, they have chemistry that is spot 
on. Dorsett Sharp in particular has 
a special way of connecting with her 
all of her co-stars. Her sweet duet, 
“There is a Santa Claus,” with her son 
Michael (played by Harper Brady) was 
especially memorable. 

Maggie Anderson in the role of 
Jovie, Buddy’s love interest, has less 
of this connection with her fellow 
castmates — most obvious when 
interacting with Williams. But her 
huge voice and razor-sharp snarkiness 
make it hard to stay mad at her for 
long. Overall, her performance is 
solid. 

Equally solid are the ensemble 
members as Santa’s elves. Played by 
average-sized humans who walk — 
and dance — on their padded knees, 
their imaginative choreography (by 
Connor Gallagher) creates the illusion 
of lots of movement, despite the fact 
that they are only using half of their 
bodies. The lively dancing is mirrored 
by fantastic costumes, not just for the 
elves, but throughout the evening. 
Done by Gregg Barnes, the colorful 
North Pole is particularly stunning, 
especially alongside the lush sets by 
Christine Peters. 

These dazzling (and expensive- 
looking) surroundings perfectly set 
the tone for each location — down 
to the overbearing feel of a spiritless 
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Buddy (Eric Williams) and the 
gang in Elf the Musical. 


New York. In that atmosphere it’s 
not hard to see why the New Yorkers 
of Elf have lost their faith in Santa. 
In the brawny “Nobody Cares About 
Santa,’ a ragtag group of mall Santas 
gather in a Chinese restaurant on 
Christmas Day. The group seem 
disheartened, overworked, and, well, 
pretty drunk; not exactly the type of 
guys you would want cradling your kid 
on their lap. 

And although it’s one of the most 
boisterous numbers of the night, 
“Nobody Cares About Santa” hits a 
sour note when the Chinese server 
who waits on the dining Santas 
warbles through the piece in an 
exaggerated Asian accent. Although 
the actress portraying the server 
appears to be Asian, the role is pretty 
cringe-worthy, bordering on Mickey 
Rooney a la Breakfast at Tiffany’s. 

The “joke” seems archaic, and not 
particularly clever or interesting — 
just a lazy way to get a cheap laugh. 
It’s nearly 2015. When are we going to 
stop using accents as a punchline? 

Uncomfortable Chinese restaurant- 
bit aside, Elf the Musical is easy to 
enjoy, and is bound to be the most 
pleasant hour and a half you spend all 
week. The fresh, musical take on the 
film is bright and fun. And as Buddy 
the Elf says, “The best way to spread 
Christmas cheer, is singing loud for all 
to hear!” 


SHN presents Elf the Musical through 
Dec. 28 at the Curran Theater, 445 
Geary St., S.F. Tickets are $60-$160; 
call 746-1799 or visit shnsf.com. 
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Bookends 





The year’s best reads from authors near and far. 


By Stephen Sparks 


Surely the critics at a publica- 
tion like The New York Times have a 
method for whittling down the thou- 
sands of books published each year into 
a top ten. But how do the booksellers at 
Green Apple Books on the Park decide 
which books are worthy of inclusion on 
a year-end list? Feats of strength and 
alcohol, that’s how. We'll spare you our 
methodology, but suffice it to say that, 
after many grueling hours of delibera- 
tion and whiskey, we’ve come up with 
the list below, which includes some of 
the best books published in 2014. 


FROM LOCAL AUTHORS: 


Man Alive by Thomas Page McBee 
(City Lights Books, 172 pages) 

Man Alive came out of Thomas Page 
McBee’s column for The Rumpus, a 
chronicle of his transition from female 
to male. His thoughtful memoir probes 
the assumptions of masculinity and 
identity. 


Meanwhile in San Francisco by 
Wendy MacNaughton (Chronicle 
Books, 176 pages) 

Wendy MacNaughton’s Meanwhile in 
San Francisco, an illustrated survey of 
the city, reveals the colorful characters, 
funky landmarks, and offbeat philoso- 
phies that make this place what it is. 


Men Explain Things to Me by 
Rebecca Solnit (Haymarket Books, 
130 pages) 

Among her many and varied achieve- 
ments as a writer, perhaps Rebecca Sol- 
nit’s greatest accomplishment has been 
to introduce the term “mansplaining” 
into the lexicon. The title essay in this 
collection explains the word’s origin 
story. 


California by Edan Lepucki (Little 
Brown, 393 pages) 

Edan Lepucki was the happy benefi- 
ciary of this summer’s Ama- 
zon-Hachette spat. California, her 
dystopian debut novel, became a best- 
seller after being promoted on The Col- 
bert Report. 


Unnecessary Woman by Rabih Ala- 
meddine (Grove Press, 304 pages) 
Rabih Alameddine’s National Book 
Award-shortlisted novel is an ode to 
the solace offered by literature and fea- 
tures one of the most unforgettable 
narrators you ll ever meet. 


Adam by Ariel Schrag (Mariner 
Books, 302 pages) 

Graphic novelist Schrag’s debut 
novel concerns itself with gender 
politics and sexuality in a hilarious 
and sensitive way. 


San Francisco: Portrait of a 
City 1940-1960 by Fred Lyon 
(Princeton Architectural 
Press, 224 pages) 

A lavish retrospective of Fred Ly- 
on’s iconic black and white photo- 
graphs of mid-20th century San 
Francisco. 


The Slanted Door by Charles 
Phan (Ten Speed Press, 261 
pages) 

A long-awaited cookbook from 
one of the city’s destination 
restaurants, The Slanted Door isa 
compendium of modern Viet- 
namese recipes and stories from 
behind the scenes. 


In a Sense (Lost & Found) 

by Roman Muradov 

(Nobrow Press, 56 pages) 

Roman Muradov’s debut 

graphic novel is a surreal and 

playful examination of innocence. II- 
lustrated and written in his distinctive 
style, In a Sense (Lost & Found) brings to 
a wider audience Muradov’s singular 
aesthetic. 


The Poetry Deal by Diane di Prima 
(City Lights Books, 120 pages) 
Legendary Beat poet Diane di Prima, 
who's lived in San Francisco since the 
1960s, returns with a collection of po- 
ems about her city. 


FROM NATIONAL AUTHORS: 


Citizen: An American Lyric by 
Claudia Rankine (Graywolf Press, 
169 pages) 

Citizen is one of the most relevant and 
necessary books published in 2014. Ran- 
kine’s meditations on the pervasive and 
often subtle forms racism and privilege 
assume in American culture gives this 
work an urgency not often associated 
with contemporary poetry. 


Station Eleven by Emily St. John 
Mandel (Knopf, 352 pages) 

Station Eleven comes with all the trap- 
pings of the post-apocalypse but few of 
the hackneyed tropes of an increasingly 
familiar genre. Using Shakespeare as her 
guide, St. John Mandel moves through a 
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Thomas Page McBee 


ghostly landscape of a brave new 
world. 


Girl is a Half-formed Thing by 
Eimear McBride (Coffee House 
Press, 227 pages) 

2014 has been called the “Year of the De- 
but” and perhaps no debut has been 
more thrilling than Eimear McBride’s 
Girl is a Half-formed Thing. Winner of 
half a dozen major awards, McBride’s 
stream of consciousness novel is an evis- 
cerating and moving coming of age tale. 


Brief History of Seven Killings by 
Marlon James (Riverhead Books, 
688 pages) 

At the center of this stunning, sprawling 
debut is an assassination attempt on 
Bob Marley. From that central episode, 
Marlon James spins a polyphonic novel 
that brings to life the violence and in- 
trigue of Jamaica in the 1970s and’80s. 


Corpse Exhibition by Hassan Bla- 
sim (Penguin Books, 196 pages) 
Hassan Blasim’s collection of stories 
serves as a counterpoint to Phil Klay’s 
National Book Award-winning debut, Re- 
deployment. Blasim’s stories, streaked 
with horror and black humor, present an 
unforgettable portrait of a war-torn land. 





Andre the Giant: 
Life and Legend by 
Box Brown (First 
Second, 240 pages) 
There may have been 
more important comics 
published this year, but 
how could anyone argue 
with Box Brown’s graphic 
biography of wrestling 
star Andre the Giant mak- 
ing a year-end list? Worth 
a read, if only to learn 
about the connection be- 
tween Samuel Beckett and 
a young Andre. 


Secret History of Won- 
der Woman by Jill Lep- 
ore (Knopf, 432 pages) 
Lepore’s fascinating book is 
as much a biography of Wil- 
liam Moulton Marsten, the 
superheroine’s creator and 
the man who invented the 
lie detector test, as it is a cul- 
tural history of Wonder 
Woman. 


Capital in the Twen- 
ty-First Century by 
Thomas Piketty (trans. 
Arthur Goldhammer), 
(Belknap Press, 685 pages) 
It’s not every year that a monumental 
book on economics becomes a publish- 
ing sensation, but that’s just what hap- 
pened with Thomas Piketty’s opus. 
Celebrated and picked apart, Capital in 
the Twenty-First Century is a reckoning 
of wealth inequality, economic growth, 
and the persistence of illusions, all 
backed by extensive research. 


Empathy Exams by Leslie Jamison 
(Graywolf Press, 226 pages) 
Several essay collections made splashes 
this year, but none seemed to tap into 
the zeitgeist as powerfully as Jamison’s. 
Fundamentally concerned with the lim- 
its of personal identity, Empathy Exams 
illuminates just what it means to be hu- 
man, to suffer, and to recognize suffer- 
ing in others. 


The Oldest Living Things in the 
World by Rachel Sussman (Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press, 304 pages) 
Rachel Sussman has spent the last de- 
cade photographing organisms 2,000 
years or older. Her beautiful book is a 
reminder, without false optimism, of 
the tenacity of life even as it teeters on 


the brink. 
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FORGOTTEN VICTIMS 


A Day to 
Remember Slain 
Sex Workers 


Last Wednesday, sex workers in 
Oakland, Belfast, and Rio de Janeiro pro- 
tested on the steps of their respective 
city halls, while sex workers in New Orle- 
ans, Seattle, and Montreal marched 
through the streets carrying red umbrel- 
las and candles. Since 2003, Dec. 17 has 
been known as the International Day to 
End Violence Against Sex Workers, and 
this year it was commemorated in over 
60 locations worldwide. 

Some events included demonstra- 
tions, film screenings, or candlelight 
vigils, but all included readings of the 
names of sex workers who died this 
year, or more often than not, were 
violently killed. 

There are close to 150 
names on the 2014 list. 
The causes of death 
are brutal, but 
every year I force 
myself to read 
each name and 
take in the 
reality of each 
death. Raped 
and shot by 
an undercover 
cop, strangled, 
crucified, de- 
capitated, blud- 
geoned, found 
in woods, hanged, 
beaten, throat 
slashed, buried alive; it 
seems to just go on and on. 
It sounds like a horror movie, but it 
is simply the reality of what the stig- 
ma and criminalization of sex work 
look like. 

The International Day to End Vio- 
lence Against Sex Workers was started 
in 2003 by San Francisco activists An- 
nie Sprinkle, Stacey Swimme, and the 
late Robyn Few as a way to memorial- 
ize the sex workers murdered by Gary 
Ridgway, better known as the Green 
River Killer. Ridgway confessed to kill- 
ing 71 sex workers in Washington and 
California during the 1980s and 1990s. 

“I picked prostitutes as victims be- 
cause they were easy to pick up without 
being noticed,” he said. “I knew they 
would not be reported missing right 
away and might never be reported 
missing. I picked prostitutes because I 
thought I could kill as many of them as 
I wanted without getting caught.” 

Ridgway chose sex workers as his 
victims because he thought their lives 
would be seen as less valuable than 
the lives of white men, like him. He 
killed prostitutes because he thought 
he could get away with it. Ridgway 
was right. He remained at large for 
20 years. 
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“It seemed as though the police 
weren't working very hard to find the 
Green River Killer,” Sprinkle wrote. “If 
the victims had been teachers, nurses, 
secretaries or other women, I suspect 
— as Ridgway did — that the killer 
would have been caught much sooner.” 

Failure to adequately respond to 
violence against sex workers is just one 
of the many ways in which law enforce- 
ment abuses power when it comes to 
policing marginalized communities. 
Sex workers of color, particularly those 
who are transgender or gender-non- 
conforming, face the brunt of violence 
from police. 

Incite, a national organization 
focusing on ending violence against 
women of color, reports that “sex 
workers ... are raped, sexually ha- 
rassed, and abused by law enforcement 
officers with alarming frequency.” 
Incite’s website includes studies from 

New York and Chica- 
go, and even here 
in the Bay Area, 

that chronicle 
sex workers’ 
encounters 
with law en- 
forcement that 
have included 
harassment, 
profiling, and 
rape. 
Legislation 
that criminal- 
izes prostitu- 
tion, including 
anti-trafficking 
laws aimed at 
combating violence 
within the industry, 
delivers sex workers 
into the hands of people 
who abuse them. 

Many anti-trafficking organizations 
partner with law enforcement, which 
is counterproductive to efforts to end 
sexual exploitation. 

One sex worker told Amnesty In- 
ternational researchers, “Every night 
I’m taken into an alley and given the 
choice between having sex or going 
to jail.” If anti-trafficking advocates 
are truly invested in the safety and 
well-being of people in the sex indus- 
try, they should not be partnering with 
a demographic so prone to violence 
and corruption. 

This year, and every year, it is criti- 
cal to acknowledge that a large portion 
of the names read on Dec. 17 belong 
to sex workers of color. As activists 
around the country take to the streets 
in response to the non-indictment 
of police in the slayings of men like 
Michael Brown and Eric Garner, we 
are reminded that certain lives matter 
more than others in the eyes of the 
criminal justice system; and certain 
men can get away with murder if they 
pick the right victims. 
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FILM REVIEWS 





Big Eyes 
Rated PG-13. Opens Thursday at the 
AMC Metreon 16 and the Balboa. 
If the failure of Dark Shadows is what it 
took for Tim Burton to step away from 
Johnny Depp and come back down to 
earth, then that movie has served its 
purpose, for Big Eyes is Burton’s best 
film since his 1994 masterpiece Ed 
Wood. Set in San Francisco's Mad Men 
era of the late 1950s through the mid- 
1960s, Big Eyes tells the story of 
Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), the 
artist behind those paintings of saucer- 
eyed waifs that you've probably seen 
without knowing quite who made 
them. If you thought they were by her 
husband, Walter Keane (Christoph 
Waltz), it’s only because he took credit 
for them while abusing and dominating 
Margaret, forcing her to keep painting 
in private for years while he reaped all 
the public acclaim. Beautifully 
photographed and emotionally 
compelling, Big Eyes is Adams’ show, as 
she expresses great pain with her eyes 
while Waltz frequently gnaws at the 
scenery. It’s no secret that Adams is a 
terrific actress, having been nominated 
for multiple Academy Awards, but no 
movie has used her so well since The 
Master, and her nomination for 
American Hustle felt more like a nod to 
her overcoming being miscast in that 
role. And if she doesn’t get at least a 
nomination for Big Eyes, then the 
Academy’s own eyes are truly closed. 


Sherilyn Connelly 
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Into the Woods 
Rated PG. Opens Thursday at the 
AMC Metreon 16 and the 
AMC Van Ness 14. 
The music of Stephen Sondheim is its 
own special effect, and Rob Marshall 
wisely doesn’t try to overshadow it in 
his film of Sondheim’s Into the Woods. 
Fairytale figures such as Cinderella 
(Anna Kendrick), Red Riding Hood 
(Lilla Crawford), the Baker (James 
Corden) and his Wife (Emily Blunt), and 
Jack (Daniel Huttlestone) of the Bean- 
stalk fame all venture into their mutual 
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woods on various missions, watched 
over and occasionally led by the Witch 
(Meryl Streep). Into the Woods is a won- 
derfully odd bird, charmingly lo-fi for a 
big Disney holiday release. No real at- 
tempt is made to hide the picture’s the- 
atrical roots, or that much of it is filmed 
on a soundstage. The people and the 
songs are what matter, not gratuitous 
spectacle. This may also be as close as 
the Mouse ever gets to acknowledging 
the darker sexual themes of some origi- 
nal fairy tales, particularly Johnny 
Depp’s cameo as the Wolf, dressed like 
¥- am uy) 


- 
* 


~ 
} +) _ Meryl Streep 
in Into the Woods. 
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Big Eyes 


an extra from The Wiz and singing a 
song of pedophilic menace. The pace 
lags a bit in the third act, though the 
jeopardy of a giant on the loose is made 
more interesting by the use of an actual 
human on forced-perspective sets 
rather than pixels to portray said giant. 
Like fats, oils, and Johnny Depp, Into 
the Woods knows that CGI is best used 
sparingly. SC 
Mr. Turner 
Rated R. Opens Thursday at 
Embarcadero Center Cinema. 
It’s hard to imagine the curmudgeon- 
maverick director Mike Leigh even 
deigning to utter the word “biopic,” let 
alone making one. If there’s anything 
we can safely expect from Leigh, it’s 
that he won't go boiling down famous 
historical figures into series of wearily 
obligatory story beats. Certainly not 
the prolific 19th-century English 
painter J.M.W. Turner, whose work 
became a sublime segue from Romantic 
landscapes to Modernist abstractions, 
and whose personal life, as robustly 
inhabited in Leigh’s film by Timothy 
Spall, apparently contained multitudes 
of gropes and grunts. Maybe not since 
Billy Bob Thornton in Sling Blade has a 
movie actor conveyed a greater range of 
human feeling through animal sounds. 
Of course our Mr. Turner talks, too, 
sometimes most eloquently, and of 
course he paints. What’s most 
important to Leigh, though, is that the 
filmed Turner goes about his living, 
with a spirit which is both coarse and 





fine. Here, the only person with whom 
he shares any intimacy is his seaside 
landlady, excellently portrayed by 
Marion Bailey, and the seaside itself 
means a lot to him too. So Mr. Turner is 
a strange movie about a strange person. 
A singular work of portraiture, it 
captures the mystery of a man apart 
from and yet deeply at home within his 
inspirations. An affinity for 
environment, and for light, suggests 
that Leigh and cinematographer Dick 
Pope have appreciated Turner’s work to 
the point of absorption. But it’s Spall 
who summons the life and commands 
the screen. (Read our interview with 
Spall at sfweekly.com/blogs/ 
exhibitionist.) Jonathan Kiefer 


Unbroken 
Rated PG-13. Opens Thursday 
at the AMC Van Ness 14. 
How can a movie co-written by the 
Coen brothers and directed by Angelina 
Jolie be so dull? With unvarying appre- 
ciation and an almost forcibly positive 
attitude, Unbroken too calmly takes us 
through the one-damn-thing-after-an- 
other life story of Louie Zamperini, a 
World War II bombardier whose B-24 
crapped out over the Pacific, stranding 
him first on a life raft fora month anda 
half, then in a series of terrible Japa- 
nese prison camps. As a few limp flash- 
backs explain, being bullied as a kid 
helped Zamperini become an Olympian 
sprinter, but the endurance game is 
where he showed real sportsmanship. 
“If Ican take it, I can make it” was his 
mantra, and that sure as hell came in 
handy. Here he’s played by impressive 
up-and-comer Jack O’Connell, who 


Unbroken 


knows at least enough about duty and 
perseverance to conduct himself well in 
one of those mediocre films an actor 
must pass through to pay dues for 
greatness and acclaim. The other stand- 
out in this otherwise sitting down 
movie is Takamasa Ishihara as Zamper- 
ini’s prison-boss nemesis, a spoiled- 
brat sadist. Riding the swells of an 
orchestral score that sounds inter- 
changeable with countless others, Jolie 
goes through the war-movie motions 
diligently, sincerely, and futilely: Unfor- 
tunately, the most salient trait of this 
commemoration is forgettability. JK 
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Flamenco, Flamenco Filmed by legendary cine- 
matographer Vittorio Storaro, director Carlos 
Saura’s performance film Flamenco, Flamenco is 
a few dozen different flamenco routines, often 
against a backdrop of paintings by the likes 
of Picasso and Goya. The film was shot at the 
Seville Expo ‘92 Pavilion, the rafters of which 
are lovingly photographed at the beginning 
and end, and the sense of the proscenium is 
always there, which along with the frequently 
autumnal colors and precise cinematography 
evokes Scorsese's The Last Waltz. Amesmerizing 
celebration of what can be accomplished with 
just cameras, lights, and talented musicians, 
Flamenco, Flamenco is in Spanish with no English 
subtitles. There’s no immediately obvious 
story, nor even an analog to Fantasia’s Deems 
Taylor to give the performances context. This 
may be a dealbreaker for some, as Americans 


The Gambler 





tend to shy away from music that isn’t in 
English, less so than they might from music 
with no words at all. It’s a shame, because 
music in other languages can become a 
purer experience, with the voice just another 
instrument, without the distancing effect and/ 
or intellectual overlay of recognizable words. 
It's why sad songs tend to be more affecting 
in other languages, such as Rebekah del Rio's 
“LLorando” in Lynch's Mulholland Drive — or 
any of anumber of performances in Flamenco, 
Flamenco. SC 

The Gambler James Toback’s semi-autobi- 
ographical screenwriting debut, about a 
college professor with existential despair and 
a gambling problem, became an attention-get- 
ting James Caan movie in 1974. Now — luck of 
the draw — it's become an attention-seeking 
Mark Wahlberg movie in 2014. Lately opinions 
have differed on whether Wahlberg deserves 
to become a reservist LAPD cop, but at least 
The Gambler makes clear that we must never 
allow him to teach college English. (Even as a 
high school science teacher in The Happening, 
Wahlberg already was pushing his luck.) 
Here he dons smart-fella glasses and natters 
dejectedly through a course on “The Modern 
Novel,” unfortunately not an elective, then 
switches to sunglasses for some underworld 
thrill seeking and general striving to make 
this obvious vanity project look cool. It's not 
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cool, but it is soulless, shallowly characterized, 
and frequently insulting to the acting talent 
on hand — including Michael Kenneth Williams 
and John Goodman, as loan sharks, and even 
Wahlberg himself, whose real career triumph 
has been to not always seem as ridiculous as 
he does here. Jessica Lange gives her all to 
the role of our anti-hero’s embittered mother, 
which is more than the barely-sketched role 
deserves; and, as his reportedly most preco- 
cious student and de facto lover (ugh), Brie 
Larson lights up the dimly tinted surroundings 
with beauty and intelligence. The rest is blus- 
tering and posturing and not realizing that not 
all of us find it that interesting to watch people 
play blackjack. JK 


ONGOING 


The Babadook It's insidious how we've been 


trained to concede that the ascendancy 
of badass action babes has been a boon to 
female-driven movies. As if all driving a movie 
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really requires is keeping one shiny mid-calf 
boot pressed firmly on the gas. As if physical 
toughness, usually of a sort that defies physics 
anyway, should be the end-all. On this front, 
maybe action movies can't be helped. Horror, 
on the other hand, still has great possibilities, 
as writer-director Jennifer Kent's debut 
resoundingly suggests. A weary, widowed 
single mom (Essie Davis) fends off some deeply 
shady bogeyman who seems to have sprung 
directly from the possibly damaged mind of 
her own unruly first-grader (Noah Wiseman), 
or from her own. That takes real toughness: the 
human kind. Kent has a good handle on tried- 
and-true suspense techniques, well articulated 
creep-outs, and sardonic humor, but her coup 
is characterization. Faced with a home- (and 
mind-) invasion by a sinister children's book, 
this heroine, neither hapless and soulless 
nor just another uncomplicated ass-kicker, is 
bereaved, exhausted, at the end of her rope, 
and summoning her last resources, some of 
which turn out to be ferocious. At times she 
seems like both of the parents from The Shin- 
ing rolled into one. In other words, there are 
legitimate terrors here — legitimate because, 
as any bleary-eyed parent will verify, they 
come from a real and terrible place. And for 
those who do enjoy at least some defiance of 
natural laws, The Babadook has that too. (JK) 


Exodus: Gods and Kings Here's a great escape 


for you. The ancient tale of Israelites throwing 
off Egyptian slavery is foundational to human 
theology, and this movie about it certainly 
is escapist: None of its major roles — those 
would be the prophet Moses (Christian Bale), 
the pharaoh Ramses (Joel Edgerton), and 
the queen Tuya (Sigourney Weaver) — went 
to people of color. If it makes you feel better, 
the queen's barely in the movie anyway; this 
being a Ridley Scott picture, manliness is of 
the essence. As action hero and vainglorious 
despot, respectively, Bale and Egerton both 
are fun to watch, and what a nice touch that it 
falls to Ben Kingsley, ever persuasive in mat- 
ters of Jew rescue, to inform our Moses that 
he too is a Hebrew, with a solemn duty. God, 
in the form of some precocious archly British 
10-year-old thespian, handles the rest. Maybe 
the best thing to say for this presentation 
is that it has a good working knowledge of 
relentless plagues. In addition to the blood, 
bugs, frogs, boils, locusts, darkness, and 
dead babies, Scott's movie manages to assert 
that all our battling-hordes tedium in recent 
big-screen storytelling actually has biblical 
roots. Well, okay. The 3D seems more like a 
concession than an inspiration, and the CGI is 
so aesthetically familiar that even the parting 
of the Red Sea, while framed up with here’s- 
what-you've-been-waiting-for solicitude, 
feels perfunctory. A more enjoyable effect 
is simple and aural — the tendency of Moses’ 
sword to schwing with even the slightest 
movement. (JK) 


The Hobbit: The Battle of the Five Armies 


Not since Snakes ona Plane has a movie's title 
been so direct: Peter Jackson's The Hobbit: 
The Battle of the Five Armies is just that, though 
considering the reduced role of Bilbo (Martin 
Freeman), amore strictly accurate title would 
be Five Armies Battle, and Also There's a Hobbit. 
This is the shortest of Jackson's six J.R.R. 
Tolkien films, and even then it’s overlong, 
stretching 60 minutes of story out to 144 
minutes. That’s been the problem with this 
whole series, of course; it exists to provide 
big CGI spectacle, much of which is reduced 
to a murky eyesore by the 3D. (I didn't see it 
in High Frame Rate, but yikes, | can imagine.) 
The most interesting parts of The Battle of the 
Five Armies wind up being table-setting for The 
Lord of the Rings (hi, Galadriel!), if only because 
like the similar scenes in Revenge of the Sith, 
they evoke much better movies. Considering 
the many fan edits of Star Wars prequels, 
here's to hoping someone whittles The Hobbit 
series down into a proper movie — and they 
can start with the initially promising subplot 
about women taking up arms and joining the 
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battle, which instead becomes an extended 
cross-dressing joke, complete with a “your 
slip is showing” gag. Boo, Peter Jackson.. SC 
Horrible Bosses 2 This inchoate, shruggingly 
offensive revenge fantasy reunites the proven 
stooge trio of Jason Bateman, Charlie Day, 
and Jason Sudekis for a gone-wrong entre- 
preneurial scheme. There is some promise in 
the idea that the survivors of a movie called 
Horrible Bosses should spend their sequel going 
into business for themselves — which, as per 
formula, also means undertaking a hapless 
criminal escapade — but this movie is a string 
of broken promises. Taken advantage of by 
a ruthless, super-rich investor (Christoph 
Waltz), the three former working stiffs decide 
to kidnap his spoiled-rotten son (Chris Pine), 
who then takes advantage of them as well. 
Director Sean Anders and his co-writer John 
Morris seem to have tag-teamed an effort 
to dredge the bottom of the comedy barrel, 
with character logic and consistency all but 
abandoned in search of usable riffs. So it's a 
stew of throwaways, too few of them funny, 
with a palpable collective effort to keep the 
common denominator low. Tastelessness can 
be a virtue, but witlessness doesn't help. The 
end-credits blooper reel includes a moment 
where Jennifer Aniston smilingly confesses 
that she just can’t bring herself to say what- 
ever's been asked of her. It’s okay; by then 
she’s said enough. (JK) 

The Imitation Game From breaking Nazi codes 
and basically winning World War II, British 
mathematician Alan Turing pretty much in- 
vented the computer and modern-day artificial 
intelligence. Then he was chemically castrated 
for being gay, and poisoned to death with cya- 
nide — either suicide or murder, depending who 


you ask. Last year the Queen granted Turing a 
posthumous pardon, but nothing really says 
“we're sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch 
playing him in a posh, Oscar-hungry histor- 
ical thriller, with Matthew Goode and Keira 
Knightley among his fellow cryptographers. 
Officially The Imitation Game was sourced from 
Andrew Hodges’ book Alan Turing: The Enigma, 
but it reads more as a calculated mashup of 
recognizable Cumberbatch events — Sherlock 
meets Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy — probably 
because screenwriter Graham Moore also 
wrote a novel called The Sherlockian, and 
director Morten Tyldum also made the zippy 
2011 Norwegian thriller Headhunters. Here the 
brilliant but unsociable hero is a man of tensely 
over-calibrated poise, perpetually grieving 
the beloved boyhood classmate whose name 
his codebreaking contraption would come to 
bear. In one scene, the forcible turning off 
of Turing’s machine recalls that explosive 
confrontation with the uptight EPA regulator 
in Ghostbusters, except without being funny. 
Eloquent if not quite a-ha clever, and slightly 
more mawkish than morally serious, The 
Imitation Game gives Turing his due, but only 
partially. Not entirely on purpose, it reminds 
us that decoding something — in this case, a 
life — isn’t just a matter of spelling it out. (JK) 


National Gallery Last seen in these parts with the 


lauded At Berkeley, documentary grandmaster 
Frederick Wiseman now delves into one of the 
world’s greatest museums, a London institution 
housing seven centuries’ worth of art and 
several individuals responsible for keeping 
it freely available for public observation. To 
report his aesthetic and administrative find- 
ings, he'll just need 181 minutes of your time. 
For context, that’s nearly 40 minutes longer 
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than the new Hobbit movie, safely described 
as more of aromp than this, although Wiseman 
might be said to share Peter Jackson's eye for 
severed heads, which the National Gallery's 
paintings contain in surprising abundance. 
(Presumably none of them belong to Orcs.) 
Loping along, lacking an explicitly obvious 
structure, Wiseman’s film at best approximates 
the experience of drifting through the museum 
and crashing the occasional tour group when 
a guide’s lecture gets good, only eventually 
to feel the urge to move along and cover more 
ground while time allows. It also reveals the 
behind-the-scenes procedures of curatorial 
discretion, including fretting over marketing 
strategies and the ever-encroaching lowest 
common denominator of public taste. Wiseman 
always has been good at hanging around during 
meetings, gathering subtle behavioral infor- 
mation in addition to the copious discussions 
people have in order to make their institutions 
work. In National Gallery, these parts could 
be shorter, whereas the staring-at-painting 
parts might benefit from being lengthened 
to allow for more sustained contemplation. By 
the time we're back outside, in the bustle of 
Trafalgar Square, it feels good to get a breath 
of fresh air. JK 


Night at the Museum: Secret of the Tomb 


Shawn Levy's third and allegedly final Night 
at the Museum film is subtitled Secret of the 
Tomb even though we only briefly see a tomb. 
This is probably because Goes to London isn't 
nearly as marketable, and Robin Williams’ Final 
Live-Action Performance would be too morbid. 
A sense of melancholy does hang over the 
shockingly not-terrible film, likely built into 
the script before anyone knew it would be 
Williams’ last movie. Storywise, night watch- 
man Larry (Ben Stiller) travels to the British 
Museum with Teddy Roosevelt (Williams) and 
other historical exhibits to fix the magical 
doodad that grants them life, lest they all 
remain inanimate forever. Along for the ride 
is Larry's boring son Nick (Skyler Gisondo) for 
a boring subplot about Larry not being able 
to let Nick become his own man, yawn. That 
stultifying plotline notwithstanding, Secret of 
the Tomb has all the CGI shenanigans one ex- 
pects from this series — including a genuinely 
clever trip inside M. C. Escher's Relativity — and 
a running gay-panic joke which is not okay, 
but it's most effective in its quieter moments. 
Unsurprisingly, some of the funniest lines are 
clearly improvisations, and Williams gets in 
a few good ones. It ain't The Fisher King, but 
considering how his career went, he could 
have had a much worse sign-off. SC 


The Theory of Everything While gradually be- 


coming a prisoner in his own body due to Lou 
Gehrig's disease, young astrophysicist Stephen 
Hawking found true love and theorized a black 
hole at the beginning of time. Ah, time — that 
precious stuff he seemed to be running out 
of, just as he was onto something. And by 
something we mean everything. Hawking’s 
formula for longevity: gumption, a good heart, 
and arather profound infinity-awareness. This 
is verifiable via his books, but of course the 
enclosures of scientific rigor are less enter- 
taining than staged (and screened) triumphs 
of the spirit, or the mind. In director James 
Marsh's gauzy and chastely reverential movie, 
an obvious awards-season showpiece, Eddie 
Redmayne relishes the physically challenging 
role of Hawking, carefully bending himself 
through a progression of wheelchairs from 
Cambridge in the '60s toward the gnarled, 
impish, computer-voiced transglobal keynoter 
we all know and love today. Felicity Jones is 
equally well cast as his dutiful but only human 
wife, Jane, whose memoir Anthony McCarten’s 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT music 


script adapts. There’s a so-what factor here, 
which is disappointing given all the work Red- 
mayne put in, and the movie's proclamation of 
scope, but maybe that's just what you get when 
it all starts with a black hole. (JK) 

Wild Cheryl Strayed chose her last name, figuring 
the many meanings of the word “strayed” 
to be her heritage. It was she who, beloved 
for her candor and compassion, wrote the 
Rumpus advice column “Dear Sugar.” Also, 
one time, to work through some heavy stuff, 
she hiked 1,100 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail 
by herself. Wild is the movie of the bestsell- 
ing book that hike begat. Jean-Marc Vallée 
directs, from a Nick Hornby script, which 
is all well and good, but maybe also a little 
disappointing if you think too much about how 
this humbly literate prospectus of feminist 
gumption apparently couldn't reach the big 
screen without ultimately getting handed 
off to a team of men. You might quarrel with 
the choice of Reese Witherspoon in the lead 
role, too, but it’s consistently clear that the 
material means a lot to her. Laura Dern, as 
Cheryl's mother, is expectedly spry, and Gaby 
Hoffmann, as a close friend, registers warmly 
if too infrequently. Meanwhile, the casting of 
the lesser-knowns, those necessarily itinerant 
minor players, is absolutely spot on — they all 
seem like real human beings, which helps a lot 
if all they're here to do is teach our heroine 
things about herself. Much attention also has 
been paid to editing and sound design, which 
adds turbulent layers of memory into her 
present-tense perseverance, but the effect 
seems sometimes like overstatement. That 
Strayed’'s odyssey appears neatly timed to 
conclude with newfound self-acceptance is 
mostly just a function of how movies like this 
need to work. It is another survival story, 
after all, but an affectingly delicate one. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Balboa Theatre. Big Eyes: Beautifully photo- 
graphed and emotionally compelling, Big 
Eyes is Tim Burton's best film since Ed Wood, 
telling the story of Margaret Keane (Amy 
Adams), the artist behind those paintings of 
saucer-eyed waifs that you've probably seen 
without knowing quite who made them. Daily. 
Into the Woods: The music of Stephen Sondheim 
is its own special effect, and Rob Marshall 
wisely doesn't try to overshadow it in his 
film of Sondheim's Into the Woods, which is a 
wonderfully odd bird and charmingly lo-fi for a 
big Disney holiday release. Daily. 3630 Balboa, 
San Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 
revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled 
by Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind 
games and physical punishments, which 
features a dynamic movie duet between Miles 
Teller as a driven young conservatory jazz 
drummer and J.K. Simmons as his unreason- 
ably abusive teacher. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: The Nut- 
cracker in 3-D: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly and Dan 
Foley save the worst for last as they close out 
their ‘War on Christmas” December series 
with a non-balletic abomination of a children’s 
movie whose 0% rating on Rotten Tomatoes 
seems generous at best. Sun., Dec. 28, 8 p.m. 
$6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 401-7987, 
darkroomsf.com. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Ale- 
jandro Gonzalez Ifarritu’s bold comment on 


the uncertain new frontier of performing 
arts, Michael Keaton plays the wounded, 
ambitious, has-been star of a superhero-movie 
franchise, now mounting his own Raymond 
Carver adaptation on Broadway. Daily. The 
Theory of Everything: In director James Marsh's 
gauzy and chastely reverential movie, Eddie 
Redmayne relishes the physically challenging 
role of young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, 
bending himself through a progression of 
wheelchairs from 1960s Cambridge toward the 
gnarled, impish, computer-voiced transglobal 
keynoter we all know and love today. Daily. 
The Imitation Game: After breaking Nazi codes, 
basically winning World War II, and pretty 
much inventing the computer and modern-day 
artificial intelligence, British mathematician 
Alan Turing was then chemically castrated 
for being gay and poisoned to death with 
cyanide. Last year the Queen granted Turing 
a posthumous pardon, but nothing really says 
“we're sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch 
playing him in a posh, Oscar-hungry historical 
thriller. Daily. Mr. Turner: Mike Leigh directs 
Timothy Spall as the prolific 19th-century 
English painter J.M.W. Turner, whose work 
became a sublime segue from Romantic 
landscapes to Modernist abstractions, and 
whose personal life — as robustly inhabited 
by Spall — apparently contained multitudes 
of gropes and grunts. Starting Dec. 25. Daily. 1 
Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic 


film screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum 
by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. 
Saturdays. Free with museum admission. Pier 
15, San Francisco, 528-4444, exploratorium. 
edu. 


1.T. Bookman Community Center. The Black 


Candle: M.K. Asante’s documentary about 
Kwanzaa and, by extension, the strengths and 
struggles of African-American culture features 
narration by the late Maya Angelou and contri- 
butions from Amiri Baraka, Jim Brown, Chuck 
D, Kwanzaa creator Dr. Maulana Karenga, and 
more. Fri., Dec. 26, 6 p.m. Free. theblackcandle. 
com. 446 Randolph, San Francisco, 586-8020, 
itbookmancenter.org. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. National Gallery: Documen- 


tary grandmaster Frederick Wiseman delves 
into one of the world’s greatest museums, a 
London institution housing seven centuries’ 
worth of art. To report his aesthetic and admin- 
istrative findings, he'll need just 181 minutes of 
your time. Daily. Citizenfour. The centerpiece 
of Laura Poitras’ new documentary about 
Edward Snowden is Poitras and journalist 
Glenn Greenwald interviewing Snowden in 
June of 2013, where Snowden explains just 
how thoroughly our government violates the 
world's privacy. Though he disappears for much 
of the second half to go into exile, his presence 
remains — and if the film ends abruptly, that's 
only because the real-life story is still far from 
over. Daily. A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night: 
There’s nothing not to get excited about in this 
feature-length debut by Ana Lily Amirpour. Not 
only is it shot in glorious black and white, it’s 
also an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western (!!!), 
complete with Ennio Morricone-style music. 
If that doesn’t turn you on, you may already 
be dead. Daily. Pioneer: When things go awry 
and his brother dies, Norwegian deep-sea diver 
Petter (Askel Hennie) becomes obsessed with 
solving the mystery, uncovering a conspiracy 
involving powerful oil interests — one made all 
the more dangerous by the fact that he may 
be suffering from brain damage and can no 
longer quite trust his own grasp on reality. 
Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 
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2014'S WORST MOMENTS 


When Good TV Goes Bad 


When I wrote a bars column I 
would get letters from people saying, “I 
don’t go out but I like to read about you 
going out instead.” Now that I write a 
TV column I get letters that say, “I don’t 
watch TV but I like to read what you 
have to say about it instead.” Never one 
to disappoint my fans, I’ve decided to 
dedicate this year-end television 
wrap-up to things that will make 
anyone who hates TV, doesn’t own one, 
or generally avoids it feel quite 
confident in their life choice. It rots 
your brain and sates the sheeple. Kill it. 

Let us begin with the biggest 
whoopsie of the year, The Honey Boo 
Boo Kerfuffle. Perhaps “kerfuffle” 
isn’t strong enough of a word for 
child sex abuse, so forgive me. But 
Mama June 
seems to think 
that’s all it was. 
Here Comes 
Honey Boo Boo 
was an amazing 
reality TV show 
that featured 
a chubby little 
girl and her 
redneck family 
as they grappled 
with having 
extra fingers 
on their hands 
(ostensibly from 
inbreeding), not being able to fit into 
last year’s summer dresses, and big 
green boogers. Little Double-Wide on 
the Prairie, if you will. 

I was a staunch defender of 
the show and Mama June, who 
reportedly took most of the money 
from the show and put it in trusts 
for her children. I saw the attack on 
her as an attack from the cultured 
elite on poor white America. But then 
she went and done a fool thing like 
stepping out with a man that her kids 
accused of being a child molester. 
She defended him as insistently as 
any woman on Springer in the same 
situation had ever done. TLC pulled 
the plug on the show, and now she 
is even more universally reviled 
than before. And we will never see 
Honey Boo Boo grow up. On second 
thought, I want to remember her just 
as she was, for always. 

All of that of course pales in 
comparison to all the Bill Cosby 
allegations. He also lost a new 
show in the works, along with his 
reputation. I learned from all of this 
that feminism is not doing its job 
very well. The main complaint that 
the naysayers have on webboards 
or Facebook threads is that the 
women didn’t speak up when the 
alleged events happened, so they 
must not be true. Then others were 
blaming the women for causing more 
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alleged rapes by not warning others. 
Whatever the excuse, everything was 
the women’s fault and not Cosby’s. 

Now his band of defenders will 
rally around him just like Paula 
Deen’s entourage of steadfast fans 
have. As for me, I never cared for 
the guy, though I do thank Fat 
Albert for introducing me to black 
people. Anyway, seeing America 
battle this one out on gossip shows, 
news networks, and talk shows was 
probably why you don’t watch TV, 
gentle reader. 

Ah yes, 2014 was a banner year 
for general crap viewing, of which I 
am an aficionado. Lifetime decided 
to make biopics of anyone who ever 
died a tragic death, like Aaliyah and 

Brittany Murphy. 
The films were 
so bad that 
people created 
drinking games 
around them and 
sat perched on 
Twitter trying to 
out-snark each 
other. The network 
has built an 
audience around 
hipsters who want 
to see modern day 
camp. I’m fairly 
sure the execs 
know these movies suck, right? 

Reality TV got hella real this 
year too with a lot of naked people. 
There was naked dating and naked 
survivalism in the jungle wilds. Aren’t 
you bummed you are missing that? 

The worst show of the year 
was Utopia, Fox’s attempt at Lord 
of the Flies that stuck a bunch of 
uninteresting people on a ranch 
and asked them to create their own 
society. Like any true democracy, it 
quickly dissolved into petty bickering 
and random fucking. 

The trend of giving twits their own 
“reality” show continued unabated 
with Nick Carter from the Backstreet 
Boys and Tori Spelling leading the 
pack. 

Seriously, you aren't missing 
much. 

The highlight of my year was a 
viral SoundCloud from S.F. dude Ryan 
Block, who recorded his frustrating 
attempts to cancel Comcast. You 
don’t have cable so you don’t have 
to deal with it, but let me tell you, 
having anal polyps checked is more 
fun. Take heart that soon we will all 
be able to pay for only the channels 
we want and then stream them on 
our computers. The question is, will 
it technically still be “TV” then? And 
will you still hate it? 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 














2109 Polk 
345-0600 


3242 22" St. 
206-0555 


7H HarisonSt 1737 Haight 
896-0700 668-5577 





333 Bush 
421-0700 





WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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THINGS WE'D ORDER AGAIN 





By Anna Roth 


Keeping up with new restau- 
rants is a Sisyphean task in this town — 
ignore the scene for a few weeks and 
suddenly the dining landscape can be as 
unfamiliar as the surface of the moon. So 
it’s understandable if you missed a few 
spots. In no particular order, here are my 
favorite dishes and drinks from restau- 
rants that opened this year, the items 
that stood out in my memory when I 
thought back on all the meals I had in 
2014. And yes, this is a very subjective, 
personal list. Even I didn’t eat at every 
new restaurant last year, nor did I have 
many great sweets or East Bay meals. 
Just a few things to work on in 2015. 


Frankeroni at 4505 Burgers 
and BBQ 

Ryan Farr and his team have been 
serving their deep-fried mac and 
cheese at farmers markets for a few 
years now, but when they opened 
their barbecue-and-burger shack in 
the old Da Pitt space on Divisadero, it 
was suddenly available from lunch to 
late-night. A beautifully fried brick of 
macaroni and cheese liberally studded 
with 4505 hot dog bits, the frankeroni 
is crisp on the outside, gooey on the 
inside, and as good a proof as any of 
the existence of God. 705 Divisadero, 
231-6993, 4505meats.com 


Beef tendon puffs at Alta CA 

One of the year’s best bar snack 
innovations came from Daniel Patter- 
son’s mid-Market restaurant in the 
form of this take on chicharrones. 
These ephemeral puffs engineered by 
Alta chef Yoni Levy often come to the 
table directly from the fryer, still emit- 
ting the occasional pop as their pockets 
of fat give way. The flavor is light and 
beefy, with a soft, clean vinegar after- 
taste — a worthy start to a meal of 
bistro classics seen through a California 
lens. 1420 Market, 590-2585, altaca.co 


Sours from Almanac Beer Co. 

Everyone seems to be making sour 
beers these days, but most of them end 
up tasting like old vinegar. In 2014, 
Almanac brewmasters Jesse Friedman 
and Damian Fagan showed off their 
brewing skills with a dozen new beers 
in their Farm to Barrel series, includ- 
ing sours made from (and tasting 
of) local fruit. Dogpatch Strawberry, 
Farmer’s Reserve Pluot, Heirloom 
Pumpkin, and Valley of the Heart’s 
Delight, a blend of foraged apricots, 
loquats, and cherries, are among my 
many favorites. almanacbeer.com 
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Memory Buttet 


Pizza at The Mill 

Toast slinger Josey Baker expanded 
his repertoire very slightly this year 
with the addition of weekly pizzas at 
The Mill. The charismatic baker and 
his team began turning out Monday 
night pies with whole-wheat sour- 
dough crusts that sounded like they’d 
be the worst kind of wholesome, but 
turned out to be surprisingly light and 
buttery. Toppings are simple — usually 
just cheese with a few vegetarian addi- 
tions like arugula or spring onions and 
garlic — but the resulting pizzas are 
always satisfying. 736 Divisadero, 345- 
1953, themillsf.com 


Pork chop at Trou Normand 

One night, well-lubricated by ex- 
cellent cocktails at this Bar Agricole 
spinoff, our fingers still greasy from 
the luscious slices of housemade 
charcuterie we'd consumed moments 
before, we were presented with a beau- 
ty of a pork chop, a thick, decadent, 
meaty dream. I didn’t know that I 
could have such strong feelings about 
this particular cut of meat until I tast- 
edit, salty and sweet, with a ribbon 
of pure, seasoned fat that you could 
dissolve on your tongue like a savory 
dessert. It is unequivocally worth the 
$36 price tag. 140 New Montgomery, 
975-0876, trounormand.com 


MUSIC 





Courtesy of Josey Baker Bread 


Josey Baker’s Monday night 
pizzas change weekly. Here, a 
summery sweet corn and ricotta 
pie. 


Albacore sandwich at Red Hill 
Station 

Good sandwiches are a dime a doz- 
en, but great ones ... those are more 
difficult to find. Bernal Heights’ new 
seafood restaurant served probably 
the best sandwich I ate this year, a 
beautiful slurry of tuna slow-poached 
in olive oil, mixed with lemon juice 
and capers, and served in a buttered, 
toasted Acme roll with a schmear of 
garlic aioli. It makes for a messy bite 
to be sure, but once it’s gone, you 
have the singular pleasure of licking 
the garlicky olive oil drippings off 
your fingers. 803 Cortland, 757-0480, 
redhillstation.com 


Daisy Duck at Chino 

Due to the mysterious, cyclical 
nature of trends, slushy cocktails came 
back in a big way in 2014. Though 
most were a step above the frozen 
margaritas and pifia coladas you'd 
be served at a swim-up bar, Chino 
bartender Danny Louie’s seasonal, 
boba-laced concoctions are the only 
ones that I'd go out of my way to order 
again. I fell especially hard for the 


summertime Daisy Duck, made with 
vodka, peach, and ginger — it was 
just on the right side of sour, tasted 
of peak-of-season peaches, went down 
dangerously easy, and paired wonder- 
fully with an order of the fresh shrimp 
wontons in chile oil. 3198 16th St., 
552-5771, chinosf.com 


Kua Kling pork ribs at Kin 
Khao 

Pim Techamuanvivit’s upscale joint 
near Union Square brought a new 
dimension to the city’s Thai food this 
year, offering dishes and ingredients 
that go way beyond pad Thai and 
green curry. Of several impressive 
items on the menu, the dry-fried pork 
riblets are the most mind-blowing 
thanks to their layers of flavor: first 
lemongrass, lime leaves, and curry, 
then spices that broke over the taste 
buds in waves. Now when people com- 
plain about “Americanized Thai food,” 
I’m a step closer to understanding 
what they mean. 55 Cyril Magnin, 362- 
7456, kinkhao.com 


Caesar popcorn at The Dock 
at Linden Street 

Just because something is ridic- 
ulously simple doesn’t mean it’s not 
innovative. Chef James Syhabout, 
also of Commis and Box & Bells, is 
known for twisting American flavors 
in delightful new ways. At West Oak- 
land’s brewery/restaurant The Dock at 
Linden Street, he takes popcorn and 
douses it in Caesar salad dressing. Not 
enough to get it soggy, just enough 
to give it an addictive anchovy- and 
Parmesan-rich flavor, making it the 
perfect accompaniment to one of Lin- 
den Street Brewery’s bold beers. 95 
Linden, Oakland, thedockoakland.com 


Greek frozen yogurt at Souvla 

I don’t have a huge sweet tooth, 
but the Greek-style frozen yogurt at 
Hayes Valley’s gyro emporium is the 
kind of dessert I can get behind. It’s 
thicker than most frozen yogurt and 
balances sweetness and tartness with 
aplomb. But it’s the toppings that 
really make it: cinnamony baklava 
crumbles; a shot of sour cherry syrup; 
or my personal favorite, a drizzle of 
high-quality olive oil and sprinkle of 
sea salt. And because the restaurant’s 
excellent salads are meals in them- 
selves, I never feel guilty about or- 
dering dessert. 517 Hayes, 400-5458, 
souvlasf.com 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 





Chicken soup at 


EI Taco Zamorano 
Restaurant in 
Fruitvale. 


It's a Caldo Kind of Week 


By Ferron Salniker 


Comfort food comes in many 
forms, and one of my favorites is caldo. 
The Central American and Mexican 
broth-based soup can include chicken, 
beef, or seafood, but usually includes 
hearty cuts of vegetables, an 
accompanying stack of warm tortillas, 
and a lime wedge hiding in the shadow 
of an oversize bowl. Extra points in my 
book for sides of Mexican rice and 
avocado. Here are three places around 
the bay to get your fix. 


El Taco Zamorano, Fruitvale 

The ambience at El Taco Zamora- 
no is trapped somewhere between 
Jalisco and Taco Bell: Colorful mu- 
rals on the back wall depict dreamy 
scenes of high-cheekboned, busty 
women in mountain villages sitting 
outside making fresh tortillas, while 
generic posters advertising pupusa 
meal specials cover the windows and 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Brewcade: Adult children of San Francisco, rejoice: 
The team behind Blackbird has opened a bar in the 
Castro that pairs 25 craft beer taps with 24 vintage 
videogames, including Pac-Man, Ms. Pac-Man, 
Frogger, Street Fighter, Donkey Kong, and more. 
Some snacks and beer- and wine-based cocktails, 
but no booze. 2200 Market 

Hogwash: Another big beer hall comes to Union Square, 
this one offering 30 brews on tap, a hearty menu 
of sausages and things, and 55-ounce fishbowls 
of beer to share with your friends, kinda like those 
glass boots in German restaurants. Master Cicerone 
Rich Higgins did the beer list so it’s pretty legit. 582 
Sutter, 361-5500, hogwashsf.com 

Mr. Holmes Bakehouse: Come for the Cruffin, a crois- 
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WINE 


GAN FRANCISCO 


509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 


NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 





E V1 
Ferron Salniker Japanese Restaurant 


Homemode 
Tofu! 
block most natural light. The kitchen Ye 3 
produces grotesquely sized super bur- 
ritos, which made me skeptical that 
it could put together a proper bowl of 
chicken soup, but indeed it did. 

The caldo de pollo here is chock- 
full of tender bite-size pieces of celery, 
squash, potatoes, and carrots, and 
an even balance of dark and white 
meat. Small garbanzo beans were 
unexpected and added a welcomed 
creaminess to each bite. The broth is 
speckled with cilantro and hovers just 
below the line of too salty, a squeeze 
of lime providing some acidic relief. A 
hearty portion of perfect Mexican rice 
is served on the side, as well as half 
an avocado. The small is plenty and 
the large is enough for two; both are 
under $10. The only complaint here is 
the thick tortillas that feel spongy and 
undercooked. 4032 Foothill, Oakland, 
(510) 536-3146 >> p42 


317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 
415.558.8149 


415.536.8180 


PnER 


HAPPY HOUR 


sant-muffin hybrid, and California Croissant, stuffed 
with nori, salmon, ginger, and wasabi; stay for the 
Tendernob cafe’s eminently Instagrammable pink 
neon sign that reads: “I got baked in San Francisco.” 
1042 Larkin, mrholmesbakehouse.com 

The Progress: The long-anticipated second restaurant 
from State Bird Provisions chefs/owners Stuart Brioza 
and Nicole Krasinski has finally arrived. The menu is 
all family-style meals in various configurations of 
courses. Good luck getting a reservation (the bar 
is open for walk-ins). 1525 Fillmore, 673-1294, 
theprogress-sf.com 

Seed + Salt: Vegan and gluten-free cafe in the Marina 
offers gf baked goods, healthy breakfast options, 
a wide assortment of salads, and more substantial 
dishes. 2240 Chestnut, 677-1440, seedandsalt.com 

Zoomaak: New Korean wine bar at Fillmore and Geary 
specializes in sweet rice wine and other, less common 
alcoholic beverages like the fermented makgollie. 
Small plates like Korean fried chicken abound. 1552 
Fillmore, 441-9299 


PITCHERS «& 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 
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GILBERTH 'S 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


NV Ke}ATe Fe Ware ys liu laersby 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—-10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 





www.gilberths.com 








O)ND AON TIN S81 nN TENG 4 V4 Wolo) "| 


ORDER’ BY, PHONE 
415-647-1929 


OPEN FOR'LUNCH|&) DINNER’ 
SPYNOEWIELS 
FROM)}1,1:30/ AM’ 


3881) 24%) STREET, 
CE eal 74 


sri 


mew Ob lane 
“7 OE, 


20°4 Winner af 
DPENTABLE DIMERS CROICE | 


Pesitaated! Cheers gel 
reserved sexteg it De outs’ 


Costect robert@yciius com 
is host @ Privete Eveet 


JS ; r 
nO “ul ae 


Get Tickets at YOSHIS.COM / the venue box office 


510-238-9200 : 


419.299.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 
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We’re toasting to 
the New Year 


twice! 


(elebrating Irish New Year 


@ 4PM (12AM GMT) 
Complimentary Champagne Toast 
Bid Adieu _ 
Lan 


esp ‘Ring in 
2015 with us! 
3200 24th Street 
@ S. Van Ness 


415-550-7510 
Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM 
Sat-Sun 9AN-2AM 


VISTA 


DATE ERALIGISUYU 
World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


‘yaa 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


Ro! We 
thebuenavista.com 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 


Won Ton 





Pancakes 


Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 
TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
umn ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ini 
- 
_ » 
34 MASON STREET, SF ‘ \ os 
(415) 984-0279 NG SENOSDUEE 
www. mikkellerbar.com — Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


mrCrave 


—bistro- 























lV E Me Ul Bee 
7-9PM » NO COVER 


ND 
HAPPY HOUR 
TUE - SAT 5-7PM 
cS 
BREAKFAST + LUNCH DAILY 


DINNER TUESDAY - SAT 
BRUNCH SAT + SUN 





) 655 ELLIS STREET, SF 
415-321-8899 
MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 
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Fresh Eats from p41 


La Santaneca de la Mission, 
Mission 

A workday and sick-day lunch spot 
for many of my friends in the neigh- 
borhood, this is a solid place for a beef 
soup, called sopa de res. It’s alsoa 
cozy spot, with a wooden interior, big 
booths, and soft guitar music playing 
through the speakers. (Note that the 
restaurant is known for its fish soup, 
which I’m generally not a fan of, so I 
didn’t try it. ) 

A large bowl hosts a pyramid of a 
chayote squash split lengthwise, bright 
hunks of carrots, whole leaves of 
cabbage, and a pile of beef you'll need 
a knife and some persistence to pick 
apart. As I tried to cut a few bites off 
the bone, I was reminded that often 
caldo is really about the broth and not 
so much about the meat. The sweet 


Ferron Salniker 


slices of corn on the cob, however, are 
delightful to sink your teeth into. The 
tortillas are perfectly browned with 

a chewy bite. The whole meal was $9, 
cash only. 2815 Mission, 285-2131 


Platano, Downtown Berkeley 

Several years ago I used to work in 
downtown Berkeley, and at that time 
Platano was infamous for its slow ser- 
vice. But my co-workers and I endured 
for the homey casamiento (rice and 
beans mixed together) and loroco pu- 
pusas. I’m glad to report that while the 
service has gotten faster, the cooking 
is still not cutting any corners. 

The restaurant’s sopa de res 
($10.95) has a deep brawny broth, 
with a heavy trace of cabbage and 
herbs. Hunks of yucca provide a fun 
starchy counterbalance to the zucchi- 
ni and carrots. The tortillas are almost 
like thin pupusas but, unlike El Taco 
Zamorano’s, they’re golden, fluffy, and 
irresistible. If you really need to warm 
up, go for the atole here too. 2042 
University, Berkeley, (510) 704-0325 
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THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO 
TRADITION 


FOR OVER 65 YEARS! 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 
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SUNDAY 


only in 
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More Reviews, 


More News 
All About the 
Bay Area Food Scene 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


PROTEST DRINKS 


Brewing to Salvation 


At a warehouse party in 
Oakland, a slightly drunken guy I didn’t 
know suddenly said, “Oh, man, why 
aren't we out there with the protesters! 
We should be closing down I-80!” 

I asked, “Would that really help?” 

He said, “Maybe not, but it would 
be cool!” 

And [ hated him with a passion 
so cold and sharp that I spent the 
next half hour stabbing him with it, 
mocking everything he tried to say. 

A week later, while San Francisco 
was bracing for a storm, I slipped 
into a corner table by the window 
at Magnolia Pub and Brewery. The 
torture report had just come out, and 
it felt like we could be in the middle 
of a storm for some time. 

I haven’t taken to the streets — 
Bay Area protests seem more like 
the Uber for social unrest than the 
dream of a better society — 
but I can’t help but wonder 
if this is one of those 
moments in history 
when anyone who 
doesn’t put their 
body in harm’s way 
will someday be 
ashamed to have 
done too little. 

We can't say, 

“We didn’t know.” 
We don’t have that 
excuse. Can we live 
with ourselves? 

It’s enough to 
drive a man to drink. 

Magnolia is the 
kind of sturdy bar you 
feel like you could ride a 
storm out in; it has that solid, 
beer hall quality. But it also boasts a 
lovely, highly worn, Art Deco look, 

a combination that seems odd on 
paper but that the bar makes work 
surprisingly well in practice. 

That combination of antithetical 
elements in décor can be taken as a 
good omen about the brewmasters’ 
ability to combine antithetical 
elements in beer. Their pomegranate 
hard cider is sweet and tart in 
perfect balance, a great example of 
the form. The Destiny Unblonde is a 
nice mixture of pale and blonde ales, 
creating a unique, mildly bitter beer. 
The Sarah’s Ruby Mild is another 
successful experiment in gentle 
flavor, a lovely understated amber 
that is all the more enticing for how 
little of it there is. 

It was $4 pint day, and I was 
taking advantage. It meant more of 
the ales on tap and fewer of the cask, 
which is a pity in theory but not in 
practice. 

Magnolia is an establishment 
that is truly established, the kind 
of place I just assume people know 
about. It doesn’t need any more 
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compliments the way North Korea 
doesn’t need any more dictators. I'll 
tell you that the goat cheese bacon- 
wrapped dates are to die for, and the 
wings are delicious with a sneaky 
kick, and the sausages are “artisanal” 
in the best sense of the term, but 
these are words that are banal for 
being so true. A bit like saying, “Go 
Catholicism!” in Italy, or, “Go sex!” 
in L.A., or, “Go ironically Catholic 
themed sex!” in San Francisco. I 
stared out the window onto Haight 
Street, watched the people go by, and 
wondered how they were preparing 
for the storm. 

Magnolia is hip without being 
shiny, new, or self-conscious, which 
is the best kind of hip. The beers here 
are not my favorite in the world — 
those are the Trappist beers brewed 

by the Flemish monks of the 
Cistercian Order — but 
that night, something 
about Magnolia was 
reminding me of 
those monasteries. 
Those monks 
have not been 
called to be 
priests and 
tend to the 
west world’s sins, or 
missionaries 
who work with 
the meek. That 
is not who they 
are. They are 
contemplative, 
called upon to spend 
their days in prayer, 
come what may. But they 
work. They still make beer (or 
bricks, or cheese) and offer it to the 
community. They still contribute. 

[like to think that making a great 
bar is a contribution, even a holy act. 
And perhaps if making a great bar 
is a holy act then perhaps writing 
something good, even if itis nota 
political treatise, is a holy act. That 
perhaps when we are all called to 
account for the sins of our time, as 
past generations have been called to 
account for theirs, and asked, “Where 
were you when a better world was 
being forged in anger?” the great bar 
owners will be able to say “I made a 
beautiful bar,” and the monks will be 
able to say “I was praying,’ and I will 
be able to say “I was writing.” 

“Did that really help?” they may 
ask, and I won't have an answer, but I 
hope the better world we are forging 
will understand and forgive. 


Magnolia Pub and Brewery 
1398 Haight, 864-7468, 
magnoliapub.com 


Benjamin@omnibucket.com 
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INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


—__STHEe,_ 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


DECEMBER 30 & 31 


DECEMBER 26 & 27 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


THE BLASTERS 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 3 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $28.50 


HOT TUNA 
ACOUSTIC DUO 


JOE PURDY 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


PN AL) itil 4 
WITH ROB SONIC 


HOMEBOY SANDMAN 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $28.50 


THE JAYHAWKS 


TRAPPER SCHOEPP 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $35.00 


IAN HUNTER & 
THE RANT BAND 


STEVE WYNN 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 ¢ $27.50 


THE WOOD BROTHERS 


MANDOLIN ORANGE 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 


| DIO1O) OMe san) 5 (ODA IN eee) 


BIG HEAD TODD 


& THE MONSTERS 


ticketmaster.com 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $25.00 


THE BUDOS BAND 


DEATH VALLEY GIRLS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $39.50 


PATTI SMITH 
& HER BAND 


JAN. 23 & JAN. 24 SOLD OUT! 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $27.50 


G. LOVE & 
SPECIAL SAUCE 


MATT COSTA 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $30.00 


SIMPLE MOBILE SIMPLY NOTHING TOUR 


MONDAY, JANUARY 26 
| DI@lO) SAS Moya) = (OAV YACR Oe) 


PERIPHERY 


NOTHING MORE, WOVENWAR, 
THANK YOU SCIENTIST 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $19.50 


RAINBOW GIRLS 


THE HOT TODDIES, THE SHE’S, 
KENDRA MCKINLEY 


FEBRUARY 4 & 5 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 « $40.00 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


yams, alae Cfty eM 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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FITCH GET you List on 


Lust For Local 


A look at the Bay Area releases that made our musical honor roll in 2014. 


By Emma Silvers 


Ah, December: that time of 
year when music critics everywhere look 
back through their most-loved records 
and throw caution to the wind, ignoring 
everything that’s true about the mean- 
inglessness of hierarchy in art and the 
limits of genre to declare some version of 
“Hey! Are you not capable of forming 
your own opinions? Here are my opin- 
ions, which are being published because 
that’s my job. Come, fight about them in 
the comment section.” 

Truly, 2014 felt like a mammoth 
of a year in Bay Area music. For an 
attempt to wrap it all up in a bow, see 
next week’s Year In Review issue. For 
a seasoned take on the electronic and 
dance music scene in 2014, check out 
Chris Zaldua’s column in this issue. 
Just want to get your list on? Below 
you ll find teasers of SF Weekly music 
writers’ favorite local releases from the 
past 12 months, in the very academic 
categories of rock, electro-ish (did 
literally everyone get a synthesizer for 
Christmas last year?), and hip-hop. 
You ll find the complete lists online at 
sfweekly.com. Come, fight about them 
in the comments section. 


ROCK 


Sun Kil Moon - Benji 

It’s not right that Mark Kozelek made 
more headlines this year for talking shit 
about The War on Drugs than for his 
sixth solo record, but from the depths of 
his trolling the past few months (see: re- 
leasing an actual song called “War On 
Drugs: Suck My Cock”), that’s maybe 
what he was going for. Which is a damn 
shame, because Benji, a gorgeously diffi- 
cult and deeply personal opus even from 
aman known for his personal songwrit- 
ing, is undoubtedly the former Red 
House Painters’ frontman’s best work. 
Between a precise account of his sexual 
history and stories of family members’ 
untimely deaths, we get snippets of 
grumpy-about-aging Kozelek, trying to 
park near the Greek Theatre in Berkeley, 
or eating ramen as he hears the news 
that James Gandolfini died. In an over- 
whelmingly dark record, beauty is in the 
mundane on Benji, and we only wish Ko- 
zelek would let it do more of the talking. 
Emma Silvers 


tUnE-yArDs - nikki nack 
Oakland’s Merrill Garbus has made 
quite the name for herself in the in- 
die-music scene. Critically acclaimed, 
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she’s also one of the most incredible live 


performers in the bizness, mesmerizing 
crowds with live loops of instruments 
and her signature banshee-like voice. On 
her third LP, nikki nack, she continues to 
tinker with the “tUnE-yArDs concept” of 
complex arrangements of layered 
sounds. The single “Water Fountain” got 
serious play as one of the top singles of 
the year. But for me, this album’s crown- 
ing moment came on “Wait For A Min- 
ute.” It’s a seemingly effortless 
production of Garbus not trying to get 
too intricate with the loops and layers. 
It’s a simple drum beat and Garbus just 
letting loose and showcasing her divine 
voice. Moments like these, where Gar- 
bus doesn’t seem as concerned with the 
normal twists and turns of her arrange- 
ments, allow us to experience the rawest 
product of tUnE-yArDs and the talents 
of one of indie’s most unique voices. 


Adrian Spinelli 


Ty Segall - Manipulator 

Ty Segall is nothing if not prolific: Fans 
of his work over the past eight years can 
count on a new project, with a distinctly 
different feel from a seemingly com- 
pletely different decade from one release 
to the next — which wouldn't be that 
impressive if he didn’t tend to release 
three or more records per year. Manipula- 
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tor, Segall’s longest album yet at 56 min- 
utes, represents a departure from that 
breakneck pace — it took him 14 
months to complete — and the payoff is 
immeasurably satisfying, with an im- 
mersive, "70s psych-tinged mood that 
swells over the course of its 17 tracks. 
We're generally game for whatever Segall 
has up his sleeve, but if this is a sign of 
things to come, we’re excited to watch 
him keep maturing as a songwriter and 
guitar player, and we hope he keeps tak- 
ing his time. (P.S. Segall wrote this record 
in the months before leaving for L.A., 
and recorded it aSOMA apartment. So 
yeah, we're still claiming it as ours.) ES 


Cold Beat - Over Me 

The resurgence of post-punk in the Bay 
Area music scene could be portrayed as 
old hat for some. Enter San Francisco's 
Cold Beat, a band led by Hannah Lew of 
Grass Widow fame. This year the band 
released its debut album, Over Me, on 
Crime on The Moon (Lew’s label) and 
brought a little more life to the forlorn 
subgenre. With the airy and fragile vo- 
cals some have come to expect from 
Lew amid punchy, perfectly orches- 
trated instrumentals, the album serves 
as post-punk guide for catharsis. Lew’s 
lyrics take you on a ride through loss, 
anxiety, love, and identity. And shining 


MUSIC 


tracks such as “UV” and “Mirror” are 
excellent pit stops on that insecuri- 
ty-ridden ride. Over Me is one of this 
year’s better post-punk albums, and it 
can be hard for any unsuspecting per- 
son who listens to this album to get 
over. Erin Dage 


Chuck Prophet - Night Surfer 

If Prophet’s 2012 release, the re- 
strained-yet-sweeping Temple Beautiful 
served as an elegy for a lost San Fran- 
cisco, Night Surfer, which the ever-ar- 
ticulate singer-songwriter released this 
past fall, is a wary-yet-hopeful eye to 
the future: With songs like “Countrified 
Inner City Technological Man,” Prophet 
takes a piss out of the toy-filled world 
around him, while the presence of 
chunky, arena-ready guitar hooks 
(courtesy of REM’s Peter Buck) and’”70s 
Rolling Stones-esque riffs and backing 
vocals make it very clear he’s having too 
much fun for the record to be intended 
as straight social commentary. Proph- 
et’s pseudo-spoken lyrical style, too, is 
ripening as he ages; while there have al- 
ways been Petty-ish undertones, Night 
Surfer has him sounding like an alter- 
nate member of the Traveling Wil- 
burys. Which is to say, timeless. A 
changing San Francisco couldn't ask for 
a better musical documentarian. ES 


ELECTRO-ISH 
Tycho - Awake 


Tycho frontman Scott Hansen’s first 
musical instrument was a drum ma- 
chine. Tycho is a byproduct of the digi- 
tal age; a producer that embraced the 
electronic revolution head-on with his 
debut release Past is Prologue and really 
made a splash with his second LP, Dive, 
on avant-garde electronica label Ghostly 
International. But on his third effort, 
Awake (also on Ghostly), Hansen intro- 
duced more live instrumentation and it 
brought new life to Tycho. On the al- 





bum’s opening track, “Awake,” a simple, 
yet atmospheric guitar riff opens up 
into a lush bass groove and we're trans- 
ported into a comfortable ambient 
world. The production leads into elec- 
tronic intricacies, new-form sounds and 
another continent on Tycho’s planet. 
One of the genre’s most consistent in- 
novators, Hansen is leading the charge 
on San Francisco’s lo-fi electronic music 
scene. AS 


Cathedrals - Cathedrals EP 
Dammit if Cathedrals weren’t the most 
pleasant surprise to come out of S.F. 
this year. The confluence of producer 
Johnny Hwin’s artistically ambitious 
sounds and singer Brodie Jenkins’ ele- 
gant vocals made for the most ethereal 
product to come out of the Bay ina hot 
minute. Hwin is the man behind local 
artist collective The SUB, where he and 
Jenkins formed the electronic dream 
pop duo. Their self-titled EP on Neon 
Gold has some serious fire behind it. It’s 
conservative at only six tracks, but that 
hardly matters when you want to hear 
every single one of them on repeat. On 
“Harlem,” Jenkins’ silvery vocals guide 
us through punchy bass hits, catchy gui- 
tar riffs, and a feeling of being arms- 
open-and-head-towards-the-heavens 
on the most beautiful day of the year. 
“Unbound” boasts one of the most spec- 
tacular videos of the year, while flexing 
Cathedrals’ unique approach to music 
and art. There’s so much to love with 
this band — including a debut release 
that makes us hopeful for the future of 
the local music scene. AS 


Astronauts, etc. - Sadie 

Oakland’s Anthony Ferraro is a classi- 
cally trained pianist — he has the 
French composer Hector Berlioz tat- 
tooed on his arm — which makes it al- 
most seem unfair that he’s so skilled at 
producing the elegant, effortlessly 
dreamy keys- and synth-heavy elec- 
tro-pop that made up this year’s six- 
song EP, Sadie. Leave something for the 
rest of us, you know? We've heard he’s 
at work on an LP that might be less elec- 
tro, more ... we're not sure yet. Truth be 
told, Sadie’s brevity left us jonesing for 
more of the same, but for the time be- 
ing, we'll follow him wherever he wants 


to go. ES 


Les Sins - Michael 

What do you do when you've reached 
the apex of popularity in a genre to the 
degree that people actually credit you 
with its mainstream rise? If you're 
Berkeley’s Chaz Bundick, aka Toro y 
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Moi, the boy king of chillwave for the 
last half-decade, you say “fuck it” and 
make a dance album. Michael, the first 
full-length offering from Bundick’s side 
project Les Sins, has the kind of energy 
that only comes from an artist having 
serious fun while he’s creating some- 
thing — just try and resist a grin (or 
disco moves) while listening to “Why,” 
featuring fellow East Bay resident Nate 
Salman, of Waterstrider, on vocals. ES 


The Seshen - Unravel 

Insisting that you can’t be boxed into a 
genre is pretty standard fare for bands 
who combine even a few different ele- 
ments of rock, pop, soul, or electronic 
music — but when the seven members 
of The Seshen tell you that they really, 
truly don’t know how to categorize the 
sounds they make, you get it. Unravel, 
this year’s EP from the East Bay crew, 
feels like a transmission from another 
place entirely: Imagine going to outer 
space with Erykah Badu while listening 
to Little Dragon, and you'll start to get 
the picture. The marriage of percus- 
sion-rich live instrumentation and har- 
monies from Lalin St. Juste and Akasha 
Orr with a healthy dose of ethereal elec- 
tronic manipulation from in-house pro- 
ducer Aki Ehara keeps you on your toes. 
The band signed to UK label Tru 
Thoughts this year — we're curious to 
see where the next takes them. ES 


Souls of Mischief - There Is Only 
Now 

Oakland represent! Twenty years after 
the release of the iconic 93 ‘til Infinity, 
the East Bay kings of hip-hop put out 
their sixth studio album. There Is Only 
Now is ambitious, and it succeeds 
largely on the effort of Adrian Younge, a 
producer who's quickly becoming a 
go-to name in hip-hop. Dude is J-Dilla 
good (real talk) and drops classic soul 
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samples throughout. Meanwhile 
A-Plus, Tajai, Opio, and Phesto are still 
steppin’ to the mic with conscious 
rhymes, tackling relevant themes like 
police brutality and the justice system 
with multiple appearances from Busta 
Rhymes and Snoop Dogg. This is a 
money hip-hop release — bump the de- 
luxe version of the record with a second 
disc of instrumentals. AS 


K. Flay - Life As A Dog 

There’s never been any question that 
Kristine Flaherty, aka K.Flay, the Stan- 
ford grad who grabbed the hip-hop 
world by the collar as a college junior 





with her first-ever mixtape 10 years ago, 
has immense talent. But for the last few 
years, we were left wondering when her 
first real full-length would see the light 
of day. Life As A Dog, the LP she self-re- 
leased (and mixed here in the city at Dif- 
ferent Fur) after getting out of her 
contract with RCA, answered this ques- 
tion far more than satisfactorily. Show- 
casing a newly complex level of 
songwriting as well as actual singing 
from the emcee, it’s a coming-of-age al- 
bum in the best possible sense. She’s still 
full of fast food references, stoner party 
anthems, and boner jokes, but this is 
also the perfect record for a hungover 
day bumming around the city, lament- 
ing that you're still suffering unrequited 
crushes while your friends are having 
babies. In short: It sounds like turning 
30, which, surprise, Flaherty is doing 
next year. She has plenty to celebrate. 
ES 


Sage the Gemini - Remember Me 
Either it doesn’t take much to embody 
the sound of Bay Area rap in 2014, or 
Sage the Gemini makes it look easy. (Al- 
most certainly the latter.) Following up 
on the twin national hits “Gas Pedal” 
and “Red Nose,’ both gently percolating 
slaps that ably bottle the sensation of a 
hundred high-tech vaporizers lighting 


up rhythmically in an otherwise pitch- 
black club, the Fairfield MC’s debut full- 
length Remember Me mines the same 
lightly mechanized, nonchalantly las- 
civious vein to consistently satisfying 
effect. Sage never reaches past his tech- 
nical comfort zone, but he never dilutes 
it much either; perhaps his best quality 
as a rapper is the strength of his convic- 
tions. “Fuck the cool crowd,” he declares 
on track one: “Bitch I’m a nerd.” Nerds 
need to party sometimes too, after all, 
which lends a little credence to his 
claim, on the “Gas Pedal” remix, that 
he’s “the Bay’s respirator.” Daniel 
Levin Becker 


Kev Choice - Oakland Riviera 
A classically trained pianist, emcee, 
bandleader, and producer who has im- 
pressively straddled the worlds of jazz, 
hip-hop, and classical music for over a 
decade now, Kev Choice came into his 
own this year with a musical map to his 
hometown. Jazzy interludes named for 
Oakland streets (International, MacAr- 
thur, etc.) serve as segues between 
tracks that feature the seemingly eter- 
nally positive Choice rapping about the 
gentrification of the Uptown District 
and other changes taking place in his 
beloved East Bay. The former band- 
leader for Lauryn Hill still plays the keys 
with a who’s who in East Bay hip-hop 
(The Coup, Too $hort), but we have a 
feeling Oakland Riviera is only the start 
of his solo career, not a blip on the map. 


ES 


Fidel Cash - Ignorant Summer 
(mixtape) 

Besides having a hotter rap dictator 
name than local mainstay J “high as fuck 
at the taco truck” Stalin, Hunters Point 
MC Fidel Cash earns a nod for Ignorant 
Summer, an omnibus of hood swagger 
that casts his raspy chameleon flow over 
contemporary hotnesses including 
Drake’s “Draft Day,” Dej Loaf’s “Try Me,” 
and Bobby Shmurda’s “Hot Nigga.” As 
that last one suggests, Cash takes it 
upon himself to shine some light on the 
Bay Area’s popularly neglected criminal 
underbelly, but he’s neither humorless 
nor nihilistic about it. Ignorant Summer 
is hosted, if you will, by a deeply obnox- 
ious motivational speaker who weighs in 
on everything from Ray Rice to the opti- 
mal rate of salad consumption for an as- 
piring hustler.) Another Cash mixtape, 
the equally strong Poe Lil Rich Kid 2, 
came out earlier this year, but Summer is 
more dextrous, more unpredictable, 
more straight-up fun. May his regime 
live on. DLB 
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open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


Punch LINE 


SAN FRANCISCO 


“The Best Comedy Club in The USA!"-pave cHappete 
SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


FRIDAY 12/26 - SUNDAY 12/28 WEDNESDAY 1/7 - SATURDAY 1/10 
Bd 
*% 


Se ace Retuenreperinireste 
RON FUNCHES | > ! 
fi ARI SHAFFIR 


NICK YOUSSEF, CORY ROBINSON 


MONDAY 12/29 = 
WRITER FOR HBO’S LAST WEEK TONIGHT WITH JOHN OLIVER! F ; 


KEVIN AVERY Pa” 


WEDNESDAY 1/14 - SATURDAY 1/17 
FROM TOM RHODES RADIO PODCAST! 


TOM RHODES 


LYNN RUTH MILLER, TOBY MURESIANU 
TUESDAY 1/20 - WEDNESDAY 1/21 


[Sm SCIENTIST TURNED 
A COMEDIAN 


TIM LEE 
GREG PROOPS SF SKETCHFEST 


CHRIS VOTH, CAITLIN GILL WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM ) | 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ° TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM ° ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES * 415-397-PLSF 


TUESDAY 12/30 
hora THE SMARTEST MAN 
IN THE WORLD 


PODCAST TAPING 
GREG PROOPS 


WED. 12/31, FRI. 1/2 = SAT. 1/3 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


THURSDAY 1/22 - SUNDAY 2/8 
THE SAN FRANCISCO COMEDY FESTIVAL! 


FOLLOW 


Comeor 
TVSHANEO 


SUN 12/28 
JOEL MCHALE 


From The Soup and Community! 


TUES 1230 se 
FORTUNE FEIMSTER, |! aim. 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN 
& JON DORE 


FRI 1/2 - SUN 1/4 : 
From E!’s Chelsea Lately! 
JOSHWOLF | ry 
GODFREY 


With Special Guest Jiffy Wild 
ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 


THUR 1/8 - SUN 1/11 
From Louie and 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
ANAT Ml ete] -j-t-lezce] |=») Mere)! 


NEW YEAR’S EVE! 


DOUG BENSON, 
FORTUNE FEIMSTER, 
W. KAMAU BELL, 
TOMMY JOHNAGIN, 
JON DORE & MORE! 


| Comedy Countdown 2014 


FRIDAY 12/26 - 
SATURDAY 12/27 


WENDY 
LIEBMAN 


From America’s Got Talent 
and The Late Show with 
David Letterman! 


BET’s Comic View! 





Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


ticketmaster.com 


citi 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
OPENS -PM=10: PM 


THURSDAY, -DEGEMBER29-9PM- $10 
KARLALAVEY'S FIRDESATANIG CHURCH 
PRESENTS 


THE 17FHANNUAL 
BLACK:X=MASS 


FEATURING 


PACHUCO-GADAVER 
(GAPTAIN- BEEFHEART-TRIBUTE:BAND), 


KITTEN: ON: THEKEYO,” THE FUXEDOS, 
ZANNA NERA> BITES THEREMIN: WIZARD 
BARNEY, CHACKRA-FUKER; KROB 
AND-MORE 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER-26°10 PM ~ SFREE! 
ELBOPROOMDPRESENTS 


AFTER XMAS 
DANCE PARTY 
DdS-O1D: PRESLEY. 

AND CHRIS-VON SNEIDERN 
SATURDAY, DEGEMBER-97 10. PM:~"$12 


PORRETA-FORRO-NIGHTS 
PRESENTS 


MOFORRO (LA), 
QUETZAL GUERRERO: (LA), 
DdELANS(BRAZA!) 


SUNDAY, DEGEMBER-28'9 PM 
FREE BEFORE-9:30°/S6-AFTER 


DUB MISSION 
PRESENT STE BESTIN DUB, 
ROOTS REGGAE °DANOEHALL WITH 


DJ) SEP ay merce oF 
MASSIVE SOUNDANTERNATIONAL 
ROBERT RANKIN’ 


0 SPLIFF SKANKIN’ 
(KPFA/KEJG/RKUP) 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30.9, PM - $9 
ELBO:RODMAPRESENTS 


s{@) 5424 ae i." 
THE SLACKERS 1), 
UNION: PAGHEIG?BIG RANGE 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31 9 PM 
S10: ADV. 7520 DOOR 


HELLA'SAUCEY 


hg =74 0) be’ 
with DuJsANDRE-switen), 
LADY FINGAZ: (FEWMeDEADLY VENOMS), 


DJ-dIBBZ 
PLUS BURLESQUE-8:G0 G0 DANCERS 


UP COMA Reco HOW 5 


FRI -1/2:BASSTOWN 
SAT 1/3: SATNIGHT- SOUL PARTY 
SUN 1/4-DUB: MISSION: DJ SEP 
MON.1/5-MOSAICS 
FRE/8 PEP LOVE 
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Work In Progress 


Nearly three years after coming 
out, Against Me!'s Laura Jane 
Grace is mastering the art of 
telling her own story. 


By Emma Silvers 


At the outset of 2012, the lead 
singer of Against Me! — the Florida anar- 
cho-punk band that built a following 
throughout the aughts on raw, anthemic 
songs that were as emotional as they were 
political — should theoretically have been 
on top of the world. White Crosses, the 
15-year-old band’s new record, was its most 
commercially successful to date. Instead, a 
few months later, Laura Jane Grace — up 
until then known as a man named Tom Ga- 
bel — came out as a transwoman, revealing 
that she'd been struggling privately and 
painfully with gender dysphoria for more 
than a decade, and announced plans to be- 
gin a physical transition. 

Transgender Dysphoria Blues, released 
in January of this year, grapples directly 
with the challenges Grace faced prior to 
and during her transition; unsurprising- 
ly, it’s also the most intensely personal 
record she’s ever written. In the year 
since its release, Grace has become 
perhaps the most visible transperson 
in music, a role she’s readily embraced. 
We caught up with her by phone as she 
was taking a break at the band’s studio 
in Michigan, ahead of her solo show at 
Slim’s this Sunday, Dec. 28. 


SF Weekly: How did this tiny 
solo tour come about? 

Laura Jane Grace: I think it’s import- 
ant to start and end the year doing what 
you really love to do, on a positive note, 
so I’m ending the year playing a show 
and starting the year with one. I’m also 
trying to work out a new approach in 
these shows — a way to tell a different 
story with the songs that are already 
there. It’s a work in progress; I’m kind of 
figuring it out as I go along. 


| read that you're working on 
a memoir. Did the different style 
of show come out of that? 

Yeah, that’s hitting the nail on the 
head. I spent the last year and a half 
going through old journals and tran- 
scribing them. And on average, these 
days, 100,000 words is a good-size 
book. When I got everything together, 
Thad a million words. So I have the 
task of trying to whittle it down. And 
that’s been hard to do in a sitting room 
environment, because it’s the exact op- 
posite situation to being on tour, which 
is what so much of the story is about: 
that kind of energy, being on the road 
and playing every night. So my new 
approach to the memoir is to figure it 
out on stage. 


Do you think coming out has 
changed how you present your- 






self on stage? Are there female 
performers you've really looked 
to or admired? 

It’s all mental. I spent so long feeling 
like there were these huge mental blocks 
— because what I’ve always admired 
in other performers, male or female, is 
being totally free and totally yourself up 
on stage. That translates to an audience, 
and that’s what it should be about. Be- 
ing an artist up onstage and feeling like 
you re completely not able to be your- 
self, it weighs into every aspect of what 
you re doing — thinking about how I’m 
gonna say things, what I’m gonna say. 
I’m not having an existential crisis up 
there anymore. 


It's been more than two years 
since you began transitioning. 
Did anyone's reaction particu- 
larly surprise you? 

I didn’t have any expectations going 
into it, it was kind of a blind leap. But 
it definitely did surprise me just how 
incredibly supportive and accepting 
people have been. For example: Rancid, 
who were heroes growing up, and they 
were the last band on my bucket list to 
tour with. Then we got to do it in 2011, 
right before I came out. After, I was 
really worried that it would change that 
relationship I'd forged with these peo- 
ple I looked up to. Then we played this 
festival somewhere in Europe, and I saw 
Lars [Fredriksen], and he takes me aside 
and lets me know nothing’s changed, 
he’s asking me what pronouns to use — 
just being the most fucking in-tune and 
accepting person you can imagine. And 
Matt Freeman was like a father figure, he 
gave me a big hug, asking,"Do you need 
anything from us? How are you holding 
up?” They couldn’t have been fucking 
cooler, and it meant the world to me. 


On your web show, “True 
Trans,” you went around meet- 
ing trans people from all dif- 
ferent backgrounds. It's really 
touching, but it also got me 
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Laura Jane Grace 
of Against Me! 


Leslie Lyons 


thinking about how quickly you 
seemed comfortable becoming a 
spokesperson for transpeople. 

I think the thing people forget with 
that, is that was a real situation, and the 
benefits of doing it were immense to 
me. Obviously what anyone sees has all 
been edited down, but that experience 
of traveling around and connecting to 
people was immensely helpful to me at 
that point. 

In terms of being a figurehead, I do 
having the benefit of having played in 
a band — you have to do press around 
records, you do interviews. So the reali- 
ty of going into transition was, I had no 
real choice of whether or not I wanted 
to embrace that. It was, I know the way 
interviews are gonna go, I know people 
are gonna focus on this whether I want 
to or not, so what’s the best thing that I 
can do with that platform? 


What do you think would 
have helped you when you were 
younger? 

The biggest life-changer in terms of 
just having resources would be the in- 
ternet. I remember going to the public 
library, trying to find books that were 
relatable, and not finding a single fuck- 
ing thing. I think the first time I read 
about someone “transitioning” was in 
Sports Illustrated, an article about Renée 
Richards, the tennis player, and it was 
like, “She used to be a man!” You know, 
something very sensational. I was prob- 
ably 18 before I heard the word “trans- 
gender.” And Naples [Florida], where 
I was living at the time — I mean, I 
have friends who still live there who are 
transgender, and they have to leave the 
state to get the prescription they need 
for HRT [Hormone Replacement Thera- 
py]. It’s 2014. That’s fucked. 


You're living in Chicago, and 
your wife is still in Florida. What 
can you share about your rela- 
tionship with her and with your 
daughter? 


I’ve lived in Chicago for over a year, 
and I’m separated from my wife. Rela- 
tionships are complicated, but I'd hate 
for anyone to infer that it’s exclusively 
because of transitioning; that’s not fair 
to anyone. My daughter's amazing, I love 
her, obviously. She’s going to Montessori 
school, and we're gonna go do Christmas 
in Florida with grandma and everything. 


| Know she’s young. Do you 
explain things to her about your 
transition? Does she care? 

You know, as long as you're there and 
you love them ... she’s aware of what 
I’m going through, even if she doesn't 
understand it. She still calls me Daddy, 
and that’s fine. I am her dad. There are 
some moments on playgrounds with 
[kids teasing], but whatever. I think she 
knows I could still kick anyone’s ass if I 
needed to, so... (laughs). 


You self-produced Transgen- 
der Dysphoria Blues. Did that 
come out of how personal those 
songs were? 

If we had the chance to work with 
[producer Butch Vig and engineer Billy 
Bush, who worked on White Crosses] 
again, I would have felt comfortable 
doing that — they’re friends. But that 
wasn't possible, and I wasn’t gonna go 
into some stranger’s studio and work 
out what I was working out in front of 
some engineer. There was definitely a 
cocooning, building up walls. And also 
[self-producing] was kind of to prove 
myself in a way. 


You mentioned you're working 
on a live album. Are you writing 
new material as well? 

This past year, book stuff occupied 
so much of my time that I wasn’t tak- 
ing time for songwriting. But recently, 
when we got back into the studio, it 
was just boom — I felt this total creative 
burst, so I have been writing a lot of 
songs lately. Moving forward, you're 
always thinking about your next record 
— where do you go from here? It’s not 
like ’'m gonna put out a record that’s 
“Oh, but this is an even deeper true 
story [than TDB]”...You’re not gonna 
get any more dramatic than that. So ’m 
taking the approach of writing some re- 
ally fun songs, just fun to play and hear 
at a show. I think it’s okay to do that. 


If you could go back and give 
the teenage version of yourself 
any advice, what would it be? 

I would’ve reassured myself to bea 
lot more confident about the way I felt. 
I think it would have served me a lot 
better if ’'d just accepted myself — I 
would’ve been a lot nicer of a person 
for a few years. Regrets are stupid, but 
if I regretted anything, it’d be that I 
spent a lot of years traveling through 
a lot of beautiful places, and I was just 
miserable the whole time. That’s not 
the case anymore. 


Laura Jane Grace 

With Dave Dondero and Billy the Kid 
8 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 28, at Slim’s. $20; 
slimspresents.com 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Alive and Well 


By Chris Zaldua 


Electronic music, as most folks 
know by now, operates according to a dif- 
ferent paradigm than other genres of mu- 
sic. Electronic music releases are generally 
(with many exceptions, of course) mar- 
keted specifically to DJs, not the average 
listener — so in lieu of the traditional “Top 
10 Releases” for Bay Area electronic music, 
this column takes a different tack, instead 
focusing on the Top 10 Reasons Electronic 
Music Is Thriving In The Bay Area In 2014. 
That’s a mouthful, but the Bay Area’s elec- 
tronic music scene is more vibrant than 
ever, and what follows are 10 reasons why 
(in no particular order — this isn’t a ranked 
list). Without further ado: 


The underground: For regular readers of 
this column, it will come as no surprise that 
it’s the esoteric stuff, the house and techno 
underground, that really floats my boat. 
The Bay Area has always championed left- 
field dance music, but for myself and fellow 
fans of out-there dance music, 2014 wasa 
banner year, as promoters regularly took 
risks booking small, lesser-known names 
from across the United States and through- 
out Europe, and our clubs made space to 
accommodate them. As they're oftentimes 
paired with more mainstream artists, big 
crowds warmed up to them, too. 


The mainstream: 2014 is the year that 
the mainstream truly embraced electronic 
music (for better or worse), and the Bay 
Area did it better than anywhere else in 
the U.S. Our music festivals — Outside 
Lands and Treasure Island — presented 
electronic music crowd-pleasers, like Dis- 
closure and Massive Attack, on carefully 
programmed bills that gelled with the 
other festival lineups without feeling 
tacked on. (On a more somber note, we 
also avoided the overdoses and deaths 
that plagued numerous other festivals, es- 
pecially those dedicated to EDM.) 


The lesser-known producers: Some of 
the best music I’ve heard in the past year 
has come from local producers, many of 
them young, who have only a single release 
or two under their belts (or none alto- 
gether). As the internet has made listening 
to anything imaginable a relatively simple 
task and the bar to producing your own 
music lowers with every passing year, the 
number of people trying their hand at 
making their own electronic music is at an 
all-time high. Many of these folks are al- 
ready awfully talented — and are only get- 
ting better. 


Matrixxman & Vin Sol: For some of the 
Bay’s already established producers, 2014 
was avery good year indeed. San Francis- 
co-based Charlie Duff has been producing 
top-tier electronic music for some time, but 
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it wasn't until this year that the world really 
began to take notice. As Matrixxman, he re- 
leased a handful of the year’s best techno re- 
cords on a number of renowned record 
labels, both international and domestic, ce- 
menting his place in the uppermost ranks of 
the global techno order. More than one of 
those records was produced with frequent 
collaborator Vin Sol (who is also receiving 
well-deserved international recognition), 
who also runs local record label Soo Wavey. 


Dark Entries: San Francisco-based re- 
cord label Dark Entries, owned and oper- 
ated by Josh Cheon (also resident DJ for 
San Francisco party crew Honey Soundsys- 
tem), celebrated its fifth anniversary by re- 
leasing an astonishing 25 records in 2014. 
Most were reissues, including many of the 
year’s most coveted, like Charlie’s Ita- 
lo-disco classic “Spacer Woman” and Sev- 
ered Heads’ “Dead Eyes Opened,” one of 
the best industrial-EBM anthems of all 
time. There were a number of superb new 
records too, like local artist RedRedRed’s 
paean to modern industrial music, Pattern 
Completion. For fans of dark, romantic, and 
delicately gothic dance music, Dark Entries 
was as good as it gets this year. 


Jason Kendig; It’s a very poorly kept se- 
cret that Jason Kendig (like Cheon above, a 
Honey Soundsystem resident) is one of the 
best DJs in the Bay Area — and well be- 
yond. On more than one occasion in 2014, 
after leaving a party featuring an interna- 
tionally renowned headliner with Kendig 
on opening or closing duty, all that went 
through my mind was “Man, Kendig’s set 
was so much better than [headlining DJ]’s.” 
Simply put, he is a DJ virtuoso, able to mix 
house, techno, disco, electro, and more 
flawlessly, with a knack for musical narra- 
tive that makes every set feel like a journey 
— the real mark of an excellent DJ. 


Oakland: What does Oakland have that 
San Francisco doesn’t? This was a very 
fraught question in 2014, but one thing is 
for certain: Oakland has a thriving DIY 
electronic music underground that the 
rest of the Bay Area couldn’t even dream 
of. I attended numerous parties, shows, 
and events at art galleries, warehouses, 
basements, and homes in Oakland this 
year, nearly all of which had local, home- 


Matrixxman 
Molly DeCoudreaux 





grown talent headlining. If you're looking 
for the raw, unpolished underbelly of the 
Bay Area scene and all the vitality and en- 
ergy that goes along with it, Oakland is 
where you'll find it. 


Aaron Dilloway in a cave: It was one of 
those magical moments lost in time, like 
tears in rain: Aaron Dilloway, along-active 
Midwestern experimental musician (for- 
merly of noise-supergroup Wolf Eyes), per- 
formed live in a beachfront cave in San 
Francisco. An all-too-rare experience where 
space and sound came together in a way 
that it’s hard to imagine one without the 
other, the performance was a fleeting 
study of contradiction. Deliriously sooth- 
ing, refreshingly nauseating, and violently 
comforting, it was seemingly over before it 
began, like a fever dream. A tip: Careful 
searching on YouTube will reveal a record- 
ing of the entire performance. 


The record stores: Not one but two re- 
cord stores dedicated solely to electronic 
music opened up this year: Vinyl Dreams, 
in the Lower Haight, and RS94109, in the 
Tenderloin. Vinyl Dreams stocks almost 
entirely new releases, with a magnificent 
selection of deep house and disco edits; 
RS94109 is mostly used records, with a 
number of fresh experimental techno and 
industrial releases available, too. Both 
shops played host to a number of in-store 
parties and performances, some of the 
most exciting and intimate gigs of 2014. 


Names to watch: Last but certainly not 
least is a (woefully incomplete) list of Bay 
Area artists who made a big impression on 
me in 2014 (besides those already men- 
tioned), and who are not to be missed when 
playing live or DJing in 2015: Russell But- 
ler, Aja Vision, Josh Brooks, Nihar Bhatt, 
Jason Polastri, Kerri LeBon, Skander & 
Sohrab, Jack Murphy, Eula, Austin Cesear, 
Joe Moody, Wilmot, Group Rhoda, Its Own 
Infinite Flower, A Magic Whistle, RPTN, 
Dimentia, Katabatik, Brandon Nickell, Exil- 
lon, Cube, Cherushii, Carlos Souffront, 
Worker/Parasite, Doc Sleep, Jackie House, 
Ghosts on Tape, Chasms, Region of Attrac- 
tion, Kit ‘n C.L.A.WS., and many others 
whose names are currently buried in the 
caverns of my feeble memory. What a year 
— onward to 2015! 
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SAN FRANCISCO’S TASTIEST COVERAGE 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 
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BUILD UP YOUR TOLERANCE FOR 
DRINKING ON NEW YEAR'S EVE 
BY “PRE-GAMING” - 
DON'T PARTY LIKE AN AMATEUR! 


rs 


LOUNGE: 


BRASS TAX 


with DJs: 
HAUTE MESS, 
MARKY RAY & more 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D RERIAL SHOW: 
MYKILL HOUSE OF CINDERS 


SATURDAY DEC 27 


TWO ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF - Zle wy © 
SPM -AFTERHOURS - 5)0 SLFORL 10° - BOOTIESECOM 
SUP TRE LIND $15 ADVANCE TIE @ ONALOUNGECOM 
AEE BOONE MASHUP CDs TO THE MRST 100 PEOPLE 
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3RD & FINAL SHOW ADDED BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
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WED, JAN 14 
RUSTIE 


THU, JAN TS 
LITTLE HURRICANE 


FRI, JAN 16 & SAT, JAN 17 
TWO NIGHTS! 


THE NEW DEAL 

THU, JAN 22 

JOEL GION & 

THE PRIMARY COLOURS 


THE LOVE DIMENSION 
CELLAR DOORS, DOWN DIRTY SHAKE 


THE COUP 
SAT, JAN 24 
LIVE 105 PRESENTS 


WATERS 
HOT FLASH HEAT WAVE 


MON, JAN 26 
BROOKE FRASER 


TUE, JAN 27 


THE VASELINES 
LOCH LOMOND 


THU, JAN 29, FRI, JAN 30 & SAT, JAN 3] 
THREE NIGHTS! 
THE WAILERS 


PERFORM ‘EXODUS’ (THU) 
PERFORM ‘LEGEND’ (FRI) 
PERFORM "SURVIVAL (SAT) 


WED, FEB 4 
40 OZ TO FREEDOM TOUR 


BADFISH: A TRIBUTE 
TO SUBLIME 


ITH SPECIAL GUESTS PHIL AND THE BLANK 
FEATURING BUD GAUGH OF SUBLIME & SHRUB 


THU, FEB 5 
MURDER BY DEATH 
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EIST istines 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


WEDNESDAY 12/24 


DANCE 


The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ““Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 

p.m., $7-$10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Housepitality,” 
w/ Tyrel Williams, Sharon Buck, Joel Conway, 9 
p.m., free. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Latke Ball 
2014," w/ DJs Miles and Shmumer, 9 p.m., $30- 
$55. 


ACOUSTIC 


Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Jolie Holland, 
Through Dec. 26, 8 p.m., $20-$40. 


Supa 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.5821 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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EAT MUSIC 


-- Wednesda ei December 31, 2014 -- 


KEM 
New Years Eve 
Takin Ib Back to the Old School 





wOQ 


TUES TH 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Clairdee’s 
12th Annual Christmas Eve Show, 8 p.m., $22-$25. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Scott Larson 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Barbara Ochoa, 8 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. James Campbell, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Shane 
Dwight, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 


GOSPEL 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Oakland Interfaith 
Gospel Choir, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


SOUL 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 


THURSDAY 12/25 


ROCK 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Karla LaVey's 


-- Thursday, December 26, 2014 -- 











Dance Karaoke gee 


with DI Pur Purple 


-- Friday, December 26, 2014 —- 
A ery Terrible Holiday y Party! 


Hosted b A by Team Terrible X and Co 


-- Saturday, December 27, 2014 -- 


mputrblu 


Steezy Saturdaus 


with DI Natural and DI Landel 


-- Sunday, December 2¥, 2014 -- 
Costume Karaoke Sundays 


With KI Paul 


NISCE 2016 







ie 





+ 





5-9 PM 


17th Annual Black X Mass, w/ Pachuco Cadaver, 
The Fuxedos, Zanna Nera, Bite, Kitten on the Keys, 
Theremin Barney, Chackra Fuker, KrOB, and more, 
9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!: 
XXXmas Nice in the Castro," 9 p.m., $6 (free 
before 11 p.m.). 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of '84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 llth St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild: X-Mess Night,” w/ DJs Decay, Sage, and 
Unit 77, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “‘It's 
a Jewish Christmas, San Francisco!,”’ w/ DJ Alarm 
& Matt Haze, plus burlesque, food, films, and more, 
6-11 p.m., $5-$10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Jolie Holland, 
Through Dec. 26, 8 p.m., $20-$40. 


JAZZ 


Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Lance 
Canales & The Flood, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jose Simioni, 
9:30 p.m. 


Spavaiaal 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CFO 


OPEN NOON » 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAO 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CFO 
UPSTAIRS BAR 
AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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CONCERTS 
WEDNESDAY 12/24 


San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus: 25 Christmas 
Eves (and Counting) - 25th Annual Home for 
the Holidays: 5 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9 p.m., $25- 
$35. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Charlie Brown Christmas - Live!: 
2 p.m., $25-$75. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Soulful Christmas: A Gospel Holiday Concert: With 
the Lorraine Hansberry Theatre Choir., 2 p.m. and 
7 p.m., $20-$25. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, 
Marina, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 12/26 


Infected Mushroom: W/ Liam Shy, Au5, 9 p.m., 
$20-$40. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

X: W/ The Blasters, 9 p.m., $35-$47 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 12/26 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Joshua 
Cook & The Key of Now, Will Mandel & Julienne 
Hansen, 9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Reignwolf, Down & Outlaws, 9 p.m., $15. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


SATURDAY 12/27 


Blind Melon: W/ Scalehound, Boys & Girls, 9 p.m., 
$26. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

The Roots: 8 p.m., $49.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

X: W/ The Blasters, 9 p.m., $35-$47 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 12/28 


Laidback Luke: W/ GTA, D.0.D, Nick G, 9 p.m., 
$30-$55. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San 
Francisco. 

Straight No Chaser: 8 p.m., $29.50-$59.50 ad- 
vance. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 


MONDAY 12/29 


Paper Diamond: W/ Keys N Krates, saQi, DJ Morale, 
9 p.m., $25-$35. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Thomas Jack, 
SNBRN, Slaptop, Steezmonks, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Dark Shadows,” 
w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Sage, Tomas Diablo, and 


CHRISTIAN McBRIDE 
TRIO 


TUESDAY 12/30 


The Flaming Lips: W/ Foxygen, Bad Things, 8 p.m., 
$39.50-$55 advance. Warfield Theatre, 982 
Market, San Francisco. 

Neurosis: W/ Tragedy, Author & Punisher, Kowloon 
Walled City, 9 p.m., $21. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


Skarkrow, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 1ith St., San Francisco. “Nightmare 
After Christmas,” w/ Ross.FM, Frank Nitty, Taj, 
Krishna, Mark G, Cereal Killer, Vano, Bare Knuckles, 
Iridium, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Francisco. 
“We Rock Fridays,” 9:30 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “| 
D the ‘90s,” w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny 
Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 


3415-655-5600 


> Fil} 


aaieig- 
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LETTERS NEWS 


» 4 plays Friday, 


Dec: 26 and 
Saturday, 
Dec. 27 at the 
Fillmore. 4 
Frank Gargani 


Sea of Dreams: Frequen-Sea: W/ Pretty Lights, 
The Glitch Mob, Break Science, Pumpkin, more, 
8 p.m., $55+ advance (or $135+ advance for 2-day 
pass). Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove, 
San Francisco. 

Sharon Jones & The Dap-Kings: 8 p.m., $40-$52.50 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 





MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘’F-Style 


Fridays,” w/ DJ Jared-F, 9 p.m. 


Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. David Harness, 10 p.m., 


$10 (free before 11:30 p.m. with RSVP). 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Night Moves,” 
w/ Tone of Arc, Rich Korach, Deejay Theory, Papa 


Lu, 9:30 p.m., $10-$20. 


Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “JackHammer 
Disco,” w/ DJT., Bells & Whistles (in the main room), 
9:30 p.m., $15-$20; “Noise from the Void,” w/ 


New Year’s Eve with 


ERIC BENET 
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Conor, T.K., Jend, and Andre (in the OddJob Loft), 
10 p.m., $5-S10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Michael Brun, 
California Casual, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Loaded,” w/ 
DJs Cugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and Dax Pierson, 8 p.m., 
$3. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Phoria,” w/ Ronski 
Speed, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Future Factory," 
w/ Grensta, JOill, Alex Sibley, Eelrack, 10 p.m., 
$20. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Investo, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “#Flow," w/ 
The Whooligan & Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘A Very Terrible 
Holiday Party,’’ w/ DJs Sake One & Cellus, 9 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San Francisco. 
“Breakfast with Enzo,” w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $5. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Jolie Holland, 
Through 8 p.m., $20-$40. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 


5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 
Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jinx Jones Jazz 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS 12/25 AT 6:30PM FREE 


4TH ANNUAL... 


IT'S A JEWISH CHRISTMAS SF! 
W/ JEWISH XXXMAS REVUE 
(BURLESQUE), HANUKKAH BUSH, 
STRIP DREIDEL, CHINESE BUFFET, 
WOODY ALLEN FILMS 
GREATEST HITS OF LARRY DAVID 
SASCHA BARON COHEN 
DJ ALARM (TLV) + DJ MATT HAZE 


FRIDAY 12/26 AT 6PM FREE 


SHAKE APPEAL: HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS GALINE MODMOSELLE, 
OMAR PEREZ, BARON VON WEST & 
VALENTINO 
GARAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


BOOM! SHAKA-A-LAKA 


FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP & GROOVE 


SATURDAY 12/27 AT 7:30PM FREE 


LOVEYDOVEY 
FEATURING AZALIA SNAIL & DAN WEST 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUNDAY 12/28 AT 7:30PM $8 


DISAPPEARING PEOPLE 
W/ ALAN ISHII & HOUSEWIFE 
(TOMO YASUDA) 


FOLLOWING AT 11PM FREE 


ANTS ON A LOG 


VJS, DJS AND MORE! 
MONDAY 12/29 AT 9:30PM FREE 


WEB OF SOUND! 
W/ DJ JACKIE SUGARLUMPS & GUESTS 
GARAGE, SOUL, FREAK-OUT, PSYCH & MORE! 


TUESDAY 12/30 AT 6PM FREE 


D) HOTLINE 


ALL VINYL, GLAM, PUNK, POST PUNK, POP 
& BUBBLE GUM! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
W/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” eerie THRU SUNDAY 


$4 WELLS/$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/ $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 





FRIDAY DECEMBER 26 2014 $10 ADV 


_ 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 27 $12 ADV 


| 
[of ‘P Funk Allstars’] 


+ 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 28 FREE 


MONDAY DECEMBER 29 FREE 
| in| ! 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 30 FREE 
KKTE | 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31 $45 ADV 


(of New Orleans) 
plus: 


**Going from 8:30pm ‘til 2:45am+** 
FRIDAY JANUARY 2 $18 ADV 
| | A 
PB | 
(New Orleans) 
_  *DIKOSS 
SATURDAY JANUARY 3 $10 ADV 


( Talking Heads tribute Bash! ) 
- E (opens) 
*FREE BEFORE 9PM* 


we 


FREE Every Sunday! 
12pm-All Day 
3 Huge Projector Screens, Surround 
Sound, Drink Specials 





Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Kate's Kitchen: 471 Haight, San Francisco. Suns of the 
Beach, Fridays, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Maikel Garcia 
Jazz Band, 8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Sharman Duran, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
McQuarry, Kleinman, and Smith Trio featuring 
Wilbur Rehmann, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD ¢ MUSIC 
FRI 12/26 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


AES. 


SAT [2/27 8PM ON = a DOOR 


GENE: UNsch THE IRONSIDE 


SUN (2/28 7:30PM FREE 


MON 12/29 7PM $14 ADV/$I7 DOOR 


“MOUDAYSHOW 


TUES 12/30 7PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


"PIMPS OFJOYTIME’ = 
WED (2/31 9PM $47 ADV / $53 DOOR / 
$102 VIP DINNER 


ECHR 


FRI dhe 7PM Sh ADV / Si7 DOOR 


SAT 1/03 8PM $I7 ADV / $19 DOOR 
THE BROTHERS COMATOSE — 
WED 1/7 7:00PM FREE 


FREES Al 
_ FREE SHO\ OSSOM STRING BAND - 
THURI/8 7PM SI7 ADV /$20 DOOR 


7 
PL it sini oy 
FRII/09 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 
-BROTHERKEEPER Sit 


_ FEATURING JOHN POPPER OF BLUES 
TRAVELER AND JONO MANSON 


SAT I/IO 8PM $15 ADV / $20 DOOR 
RECKLESS IN VEGAS 


FRII/I6 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 
GRAMMY WINNER 


IKE STUBBLEFIELD & FRIENDS 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Latin Rhythm Boys, 10 p.m. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Orquesta 
Conquistador Quartet, 7 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Alvon 
Johnson, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 6:30 p.m. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Allister Peera 
Blues Band, Last Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Thompson, 
9:30 p.m. 


FUNK 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Fourth 
Fridays Freestyle Fiesta with MSK.fm, Fourth Friday 
of every month. 


SOUL 
The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 


Spinners, 8 & 10 p.m., $35-$65. 


SATURDAY 12/27 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Alabaster 
& The Original Bastards, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Ghost Parade, Belle Noire, Articles, Six Steps 
North, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Lonesome Locomotive, Sweet Blossom, 9 
p.m., $8-$12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Mystic 
Braves, The Abigails, The Electric Magpie, Pear! 
Charles, 9 p.m., $15. 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Void Boys, 
G. Green, Buttons, 9 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The 
Crossing, Kyle Tuttle, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Cracker, Camper Van Beethoven, 9 p.m., $25. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
LoveyDove, 7:30 p.m. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Japanese Baby, Go Fly, Cat People, 9:30 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. “The First Ever 
Another Death Angel Christmas Show," w/ Death 
Angel, Orchid, Black Cat Grave, 9 p.m., $24. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 lth St., San Francisco. Isaac 
Tichauer, Afox, Benjamin K, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. ‘Holiday Cheer,’’ 
w/ DJ Philip Grasso, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Right?!?!: ‘90s 
Pop vs. Hip-Hop,” w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, 
Mr. Washington, and Myster C, 9:30 p.m., $8 (free 
before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ Smash-Up Derby, A+D, DJ Dada, Marky Ray, Haute 
Mess, more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Deep Blue,” w/ 
Stacey Pullen, Rooz, Bo, 9 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 


Mystic Braves play 
Saturday, Dec. 27 
at The Chapel. 





The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Galaxy 
Radio," w/ L'Elephant, Un Homme, Johan Churchill, 
9 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““Bounce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $3. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. The Hood 
Internet, MPHD, Sad Andy, Nanosaur, 9 p.m., 
$18. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Joe Kay, Great Dane, 
Mike Gao, The Whooligan, 9 p.m., $8-$15 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““3Down," w/ 
Miguel Migs, DJ M3, Mauricio Aviles, 9 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 
Zomboy, w/ Getter, Fox Stevenson, Aweminus, 9 
p.m., $26-$30. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 
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pec 30 / NYE »e» 2015 


DEC 31ST 


¥ TWO BIG NIGHTS FEATURING! 


TTY LIGHTS 


THE GLITCH MOB @F LYING LOTUS 
BEATS ANTIQUE @ LETTUCE 


BREAK SCIENCE » BIT FUNK 


FORT KNOX FIVE 
WORTHY » PUMPKIN » MOTION POTION 
ce . 


—— 3-CREW SILENT FRISCO BATTLE FEATURING ——~- ee ay 
; ' 
| 7 
THE MoM DJs: GORDO CABEZA TIMOTEO GIGANTE:DJ PHELCH ‘THE CAPTAIN HAT | 
SILENT FRISCO: MIKEY THUNDER SHOUTS! DJ MANCUB MATT HAZE USLIFT 
| BLASTHAUS: GIRLS N BOOMBOXES BLUE FARM ANALOG DISCO 


WEEK! 
MANY MORE ARTISTS AND PERFORMERS TO BE ANNOUNCED 


BILL GRAHAM CIVIC AUDITORIUM 


99 GROVE ST, CIVIC CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO, 8PM-3AM 


THKET OUTLETS: THE INDEPENDENT (SAN FRANCISCO 


}} THE FOX THEATER (O42 LAND 


| . + - — & ——. . - , 
SFWEEKLY.COM 
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PUBLICWORICS 


DJ I. 


The Coolest Band In Late Night 


THEROOTS 


With Lion Babe, 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 27, at the Fox Theater Oakland, $49.50- 
$69.50; thefoxoakland.com 


When The Roots took up residency as the house band on Late Night With Jimmy Fallon back in 
2009, it felt like a real coup. Fallon (right up until he and the Philly eight-piece moved onto The 
Tonight Show) made a point of referring to Questlove and Co. as “the coolest band in late night” 
at the start of every single show — and it’s a statement that most definitely remains true. How- 
ever, after five nights a week for over five years, and too many cute incidents involving chil- 
dren’s musical instruments, it’s now possible for us to think of The Roots as TV stars and forget 
just how cool these cats actually are. That’s why this show, taking place in the band’s 27th year 
together, is going to be such a treat: not just an opportunity to hear the smart, satirical songs 
from their excellent 11th album, ...And Then You Shoot Your Cousin, but also a celebration of all 
that these unlikely stars have achieved in their career so far. Not to be missed. Rae Alexandra 


Mark Seliger 








27 SAT  & , 
QUESTLOVE2 





NEW YEARS EVE 2015 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 
PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


SHANE DWIGHT | [Reattoeeeeeon 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 


(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


INCANTATION 


W FUNERUS 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 





THE FRAIL 


LANCE CANALES W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 
& THE FLOOD THE CRIMINALS 


W/ GREAT APRES, 
AND GUEST DJ JELLO BIAFRA 


v4 | eo) ee NY 
& UPON A BURNING BODY 
W/ VOLUMES anD SPECIAL GUESTS 


DN ge Se 








VM st -"4 1) fe} = 


a iek-) eel ey Ni ap 4 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SKETCHFEST SF PRESENTS: 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 


POINT BREAK LIVE: 


(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 2 


AFROLICIOUS SOUNDSYSTEM © J-BOOGIE 
REN THE VINYL ARCHAELOGIST 


1 THU 


JAN SUPPER OF SURVIVORS VI 


FAl 


iv MATTHEW DEKAY 


BOXING DAY VOID FT. JENO, CONOR, & MORE ROBIN WILLIAMS FAN ART TRIBUTE SHOW 


THE MOTH: STORYSLAM THE CAPRICORN PARTY WITH SETH TROXLER 
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LAVAY SMITH &HER 
RED HOT SKILLET LICKERS 


MITCH WOODS 8& THE ROCKET 88'S 
RON THOMPSON & THE RESISTORS 


1 NYE-EARL THOMAS 


AO1MASON. ST fF 


(415).292.2583 


BISCUITSAND .COM } 


FELIX MARTIN & 
wr 4 


W SPECIAL GUESTS 


JOHN 5 & THE CREATURES 
W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


10 YEARS 

W/ OTHERWISE, 

THE GLORIOUS SONS, 
LUMINOTH 


i THE BREATHER 


W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


ag Lem Ph] fe) 4 2! 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, 
DESPISE YOU 


aL AE REVUE 
PRESE 
MONDAY | Trey HUBBA 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Cosmic Gate, 
Ari Kyle, Niko Zografos, 9 p.m., $30 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Sadistic 
Saturdays,” w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Guy Ruben, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “It's a Wrap!,” w/ 
Chris Clouse, Ryan Lucero, Nimble, 9 p.m., $10 
advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Dark Room: 
A John Waters Affair," w/ Lady Bear, The Lady 
Hyde, The Dark Dolls, The Vivid, DJ Dead Icons, 
more, 9:30 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Scotty Boy, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Nice,” w/ DJ 


Apollo, Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 
Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Questlove, 
Deejay Theory, Gordo Cabeza, 9 p.m., $15-$30. 
Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Supa Steezy,” 
w/ DJs Landol & Natural, Fourth Saturday of every 

month, 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, San Francisco. Songwriter 
Saturdays, hosted by Melissa Lyn, Last Saturday 
of every month, 8:30 p.m., free/donation. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Dark Hollow, 
9:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Christian 
McBride Trio, 8 & 10 p.m., $30. 


MONARCH PRESENTS IT'S FIRST ANNUAL 
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INFECTED MUSHROOM 
LIAM SHY 
AUS 


DECEMBER 26 


ZOMBOY 
GETTER 
FOX STEVENSON 
AWEMINUS 


DECEMBER 27 


PAPER DIAMOND 
KEYS N KRATES 
SAG! 

DJ MORALE 
DECEMBER 29 


ANTHONY GREEN 
| CAN MAKE A MESS 
AARON WEST AND THE ROARING TWENTIES 
ELDER BROTHER 
JANUARY 4 


BORGEOUS 
LOOKAS 
JANUARY 350 


JON ANDERSON 
JANUARY 3) 


THEREGENCYBALLAOOM.COM 
1300 VAM MESS «r SUTTER 


= THEWARPFIELD 
cos =REGENCYRALLROOM 
+GOLDENVOICESF 
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WARPHELD 
BR. REGENCYRALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


4p): ALD \\E 


LAIDBACK LUKE 
GTA 
D.0.D 
NICK G 


DECEMBER 28 


SPANDAU BALLET 
JANUARY 25 


SEETHER 
PAPA ROACH 
KYNG 
ISLANDER 


FEBRUARY 5 


G-EAZY 
KEHLANI 
JAY ANT 


FEBRUARY 6 


CRAIG FERGUSON 
FEBRUARY 20 


BO BURNHAM 
FEBRUARY 27 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 
LETLIVE. 
THE MENZINGERS 


MARCH | 


THE WARFIELDTHEATRE COM 
WARPPIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104: 4h 


THEWARPFIELD 


\*) THEREGENCYRALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 
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ONLY 7 DAYS ‘TIL 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 


KILL PARIS * VICEROY 
TRAVISWILD * AARON AXELSEN 


VOTED: 


CHROMEONYE.COM 
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“BEST EVENT IN SAN FRANCISCO” 


MUSIC 


Bizarre, Surreal, and Memorable 


THE FLAMING LIPS 


George Salisbury 


With Foxygen, Bad Things, 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
30 and Wednesday, Dec. 31, at the Warfield, $42- 
$55 and $55-$70; thewarfieldtheatre.com 


The reason people get so obsessive about repeatedly seeing the Flaming Lips 
live is that these psychedelic indie-darlings have a habit of putting on perfor- 
mances that are so weird, so wistful, so — and we mean this in the traditional 
sense of the word — fantastic, that mere gigs end up being transcendent expe- 
riences. This time around, the septet has titled the tour “With A Little Help 
From Their Fwends.” As such, we can’t help but hope that one of the “special 
surprise guests’ being advertised for the New Year's Eve show is Miley Cyrus. If 
you consider how inseparable Wayne Coyne and young Miley have been in re- 
cent months, it’s not a giant stretch — and it would be the perfect way for 
Coyne and company to create just the kind of bizarre, surreal, and memorable 
moments they’re so famous for. Whether Miley shows up or not, though, seeing 
the Flaming Lips on NYE is a surefire way to ring in 2015 on a thoroughly posi- 


tive note. Rae Alexandra 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Terrance 
Tony Ensemble, Fourth Saturday of every month, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 & 10 
p.m., $22. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lori Carsillo, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Zach Hash Trio, 
9 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Pascal Bokar Group, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Anne O'Brien, Last 
Saturday of every month, 8 p.m.., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Pura,’ 
9 p.m., $20. 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. Fely 
Tchaco, 8 p.m., $10. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Danilo y Universal, 10 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Moforro, 
Quetzal Guerrero, DJ Elan, 10 p.m., $12. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Bollywood Blast: 
Holiday Hungama,” w/ DJ SSHaaN, 7 p.m., $10-$20. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Caminos Flamencos, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego," 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 


Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Bill Phillippe, 
Ghosts CD release party, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 
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WEDNESDAY 12/31 
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FRIDAY 1/02 
FRIDAY 3/27 
BRICK & MORTAR Lui a 
1710 MISSION ST. | EXTRA ACTION THE SOFT WHITE SIXTIES ADAM DEITCH 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 MARCHING BAND . Wwe sweeney WIL BLADES 
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WED 12/24 SAT 1/10 


THE INAUGURAL... 
IT'S A JEWISH GHRISTMAS = — 
EAST BAY! BURROWSINK PRESENTS 
THE SWEET SPOT 


FRI 1/2 
ZONGO JUNCTION, SUN HOP FAT 


nee ROYAL SOUTHERN BROTHERHOOD | § 
BROTHERS KEEPER WITH JOHN | ZIGABOO MODELISTE AND THE 





POPPER mart TRAVELER) AND NEW AAHKESSTRA 
: ONO MANSON ee Se 
yee 12/ 31 am | OAKTOWN Lue" PRESENTS ae es RAS THURS 2/5 
HOT BUTTERED RUM EAUUES ap LA GENTE TWO GALLANTS 
HOSTED BY RYAN NICOLE (NU DEKADES) AFROLICIOUS 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY PARISH ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 
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Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 


Willie G, 6:30 p.m. 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 


Fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 
Last Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 
FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Katdelic, DJ Kevvy Kev, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 


SUNDAY 12/28 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Matt 
Jaffe & The Distractions, The Phorms, April & The 
Paradigm, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Killer 


LINTERNATII rep PARTY 


A 4 
Fe ni yior ’ | Twe le: 
; 


NE ns 


A NIGHT TO REMEMBER 


— 


ish Musi 
fordable Price’ 
Merengue Bachal 
cumbia Keepaetor 
CUM, Hip Hop & More 


All rooms feature full bars 
and state of the art 
sound & lightin: 
Midnight Balloon Drop & 
FREE Champagne Toast 


WED. DEC. 31S! 


Spm-4am / 21 
Www .puraclub.com 








Queens, The Jean Genies, 8 p.m., $12-$15. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Forleigh, 
8 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Cracker, Camper Van Beethoven, 8 p.m., $25. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Disappearing People, Alan Ishii, Housewife, Ants 
ona Log DJs, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 p.m. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. ‘Replay Sun- 
days,” 9 p.m., free. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro 
Pop Rocks & Sunset Arcade,” 18+ dance party with 
Candyland, 9 p.m., $12.50 advance. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mis- 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


UNI4RM & MONARCH SF PRESENT: 
TONE OF ARC 

RICH KORACH, DEEJAY 
Week & PAPA LU 


MONARCH & 3DOWN PRESENT: 
3DOWN: MIGUEL MIGS / 
DJ M3 / MAURICIO AVILES 





» @W iM 





WERD. JONATHAN 
WILL & ZACH WALKER 
(PINK MAMMOTH) 


JUST MARRIED: 


RANIA & MAURICIO 


wae 
-_ he 
RANIA & MAURICIO 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


$1 PINTS THUR & FRIDAY 5:30P - 8:30P 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 


sion," w/ Massive Sound International featuring 
Robert Rankin & Spliff Skankin, plus DJ Sep, 9 p.m., 
$6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““Sundaze,” 
1p.m., free before 3 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m.., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” Sun- 
days, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,” w/ DJ Just, 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Werd,"’ Pink 
Mammoth night with Zach Walker & Jonathan Will, 
9 p.m., $5 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 
p.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Cognitive 
Dissonance," Fourth Sunday of every month, 6 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


SUNDAY, 12/28 - 4PM - FREE 





eeoeeceeec eo eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee e 


SATURDAY, 1/10 - 12PM 
$15 ADULTS/$5 KIDS 


SATURDAY 1/10 - 9PM - $7 


eoeeeee eee eee eee eee eee ee eeeeeee eee eeeeeee es eee 


SATURDAY, 1/17 - 9PM - $10 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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David Dondero opens 
for Laura Jane Grace on 
Sunday, Dec. 28 at Slim's. 


SAT DECEMBER 27 - SPIVI 
THE HOUD INTERNET 
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WEDS DECEMBER 31- 9PM 
CUT COPY 2: 
| "et he 


THU JANUARY 1 - 2PIV! 


SUNSET 


NEW YEAR'S DAY DANCE PARTY 


FRI JANUARY 16 - 9PIV 
COLD WAR KIDS 


SAT JANUARY 28 - SPA 
ppb PARTY 


va 
Cour 


> SAGE FRANCIS 
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10> PRINCESS pues puarue aun 
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VMEZZANINES®.COM ! 415.625.4880) 21+ 
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p.m. 
Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Thomas Gold, 10 
p.m., $20-$25 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m.., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Laura Jane Grace, 
Dave Dondero, Billy the Kid, 8 p.m., $20. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Christian 
McBride Trio, 2 & 7 p.m., $10-$30. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Duncan 
James & Ray Scott, 4:30 p.m. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nick Rossi 
Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Erik Jekabson 
Quartet, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 


ei7 3 se | 


KITCHEN OPEN x G ssh a 6PM 





12/24 “WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


12/26 
PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 
W/THE LOVELY EILEEN 
9PM FREE 


12/27 ALABASTER ADAMS 
& THE ORIGINAL BASTARDS 

W/ THE TRAVELING ILL’S (S.C.) 

10PM ONLY $5 


12/28 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY 
NIGHT” 

$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 

$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 

$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 

12/23 “MIQJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 

TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 

12/30 «TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS” 

$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
*& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, 
and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($20 with dance lessons). 

Caiia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San Francisco. 
“La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. “The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 
p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Mitch 
Woods & His Rocket 88s, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Little 
Wolf & The HellCats, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4p.m.; The Door Slammers, Fourth Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8 p.m., free. 


MONDAY 12/29 


ROCK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
STRFKR, Blackbird Blackbird, 8 p.m., $29.50. 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


2566 MISSION ST. 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 




































Sat-Sun, Dee 27-28 
Hits include “I'll Be Around”, 
“Could It Be I’m Falling In Love” & more! 


oakland ' 
pos i Oe =i I a On DO 0 © | WWwaan 510-238-9200 


Wed, Dec 24 Fri-Sun, Jan 2-4 


ALVON JOHNSON An Intimate Evening w/ 
Holiday Party JEFFREY OSBORNE FEAI fl JAZZ QUARTET 


Tue, Jan 6 
Fri, Dec 26 


THE PHARCYDE SISTERS OF SOUL V 


w/ Ryan Nicole, DJ Pam the Funkstress & Lauren Cameron 
feat. Uncle Imani and Bootie Brown 


Wed, Jan 7 - American Classics 
Mon, Dec 29 


MARK O'CONNOR 
LARRY VUCKOVICH 


Thu, Jan 8 
Dexter Gordon Tribute 


LOS CENZONTLES 
Tue-Wed, Dec 30-31 feat. David Hidalgo 
CON FUNK SHUN 


Fri-Sun & Tue-Wed, Jan 9-11 & 13-14 
Legendary East Bay R&B hit-makers 
NYE Throwdown 


TOWER OF POWER 


Tue-Wed, Jan 2'7-28 


BILL FRISELL 


Mon, Jan 12 


MARK CURRY 


Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 Fri-Sat, Jan 30-31 


SERGIO MENDES CHANTE MOORE 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
LO) NE P-NO@ume 0) =] an £0)-) 1 bode] Om et Ohomme-We 2 10'/- U8 mad) BE 
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THESGOLD CLUB SAN FRANCISCE 
SOL Y CURA SF, MIRZA PARTY & YUKSEL 
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-> =<. 
1ST 2014 


MIDNIGHT COUNTDOWN - CHAMPAGNE TOAST» PARTY FAVORS - RESTAURANT OPEN LATE 
RESERVE YOUR VIP TABLE & PURCHASE PRESALE TICKETS: WWW.GOLDCLUBSF.COM 


AFTERHOURS 
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MUSIC 


Sonny and the Sunsets 
play Tuesday, Dec. 30 
at Amnesia. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Ith St., San Francisco. ‘Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Jordan Klein 
Players, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m.., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro,"’ 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


BARBARAIOCHOA 
PURESECSTASY, 


SUNDAYSJAZZSNIGH 
FEATsPRESTONSRURNER|G 
JAMES}MICHAELIDAY, 


, A Re eyINY 
Y 10 


6PM 
LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 


1S deter | Gen Preancien, CA MIC 
Tel (415) See7- 2066 | www Gobd eet  ocs 


Alice Shaw 
JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Sal- 
saCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ l&l Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 
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BLUES 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Fried 
Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Eric Benét, 
8 & 10 p.m., $40. 


TUESDAY 12/30 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Sonny & The 
Sunsets, Cool Ghouls, Andy Human & The Reptoids, 
9 p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Allah-Las, The 
Tyde, Light Fantastic, DJ Andy Cabic, 9 p.m., $15-$18. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Bobby T 
& The Slackers, Union Pacific, Big Range, 9 p.m., 
95. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
STRFKR, Blackbird Blackbird, 8 p.m., sold out. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Bobb 
Saggeth, Buffalo Tooth, Banquet, DJs Bagel & 
Bristol, 9:30 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pretty 
Lights Music Sea of Dreams Afterparty, w/ Michal 
Menert, Eliot Lipp, SuperVision, Paul Basic, Marvel 
Years, Late Night Radio, Dailon, Boac Jackson, 
White Gravy, GoNZoFuZe, Hoot, 10 p.m., $15-$20 
advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ““Roderick’s 
Chamber,” w/ Kill Sister Kill, plus DJs Xavier, Rick, 
and Nako, 9 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 
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ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Alan Monasch, 7 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Nora Maki, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Underground Nomads: 
Eve of NYE," benefit for the Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence & Circles of Empowerment with DJ Amar, 
DJ Feral, dancers, more, 8 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘‘Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 9 p.m., free. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Ron 
Thompson & The Resistors, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 5:30 p.m.; Powell Street Blues Band, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Eric Benét, 
8 & 10 p.m., $40. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams," w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


Eric Benet plays Monday, 
Dec. 29 through 
Wednesday, Dec. 31 

at The Addition. 
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413.956.3737 
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Heat Up 
Your Night 
On RedHot 


415.402.1054 





Discreet Chat 
Guy to Guy 





REAL 
PEOPLE 
REAL 
DESIRE | 
REAL FUN | 









CHATLINE™ 


Try for FREE 


Ahora en Espanol 


415.765.1796 


For More Local Numbers: 1.800.926.6000 


www.livelinks.com 
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SAVAGE LOVE } ONLY THE LONELY 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma short guy and I need advice. I don’t want a small 
paragraph’s worth of advice, like you gave “Below Their 
League” a few years ago. Ineed advice beyond “Women 
like men taller than them, get over it!” I get it. 'm short (5 
foot 2), and most women are taller than me. And women 
like tall dudes just like I like slender women. Fat women 
may have it hard, but at least they have their fans and 
their own sex-object abbreviation: BBW. But where can a 
short guy go to feel appreciated? Is there an abbreviation 
or a dating website for us? 

Jesus Christ, I’m Lonely 


“Below Their League,’ who wrote to me in August of 
2010, described himself as a short, slender guy who 
was only attracted to tall, butch women. He longed to 
be held in the strong arms of awoman who could snap 
him in two — and he wasn't having much luck. This 
was the totality of my advice for him: “Most women 
prefer men who are taller than they are. It’s a sad, un- 
avoidable fact, BTL, one you'll have to accept (just as I 
had to accept that most men prefer women), and 
you ll have to search harder for the lady/lady arms of 
your dreams. Not much else you can do about it.” 

I think that advice is solid, JCIL, but I can see 
why it would be unsatisfying. So here are a few bo- 
nus paragraphs for you... 

Some big, beautiful women (BBWs) resent their 
“fans,” JCIL, aka “fat admirers” (FAs), as they find 
the attentions of fat fetishists to be objectifying 
and emotionally fraught. (Particularly when their 
“admirers” are struggling with shame and want to 
date them only on the down low.) But here’s why fat 
women have their own sex-object abbreviation and 
their admirers have their own websites (both porn 
and dating): because there’s no shortage of FAs. 
There are lots of guys out there who are into BBWs. 

Now, there may be a few women with a fetish 
for short guys — women who aren't just open to 
dating short guys but filled with a panty-dampen- 
ing, crazy-making lust for short guys — but there 
aren't enough of them to form the critical mass 
necessary to sustain even one website for short 
guys and the women who admire them. So it looks 
like you'll have to redouble your efforts at regular 
dating websites, JCIL, i.e., “search harder for the 
lady/lady arms of your dreams.” 

Christian Rudder, one of the founders of OkCu- 
pid, took a look at the impact height has on the dat- 
ing and mating success of the site’s users. It proba- 
bly won't surprise you to learn that taller guys have 
more sex — just one measure of romantic success 
— but it may surprise you to learn that extremely 
tall guys (6 foot 6 and above) don’t get many more 
“unsolicited messages” than extremely short guys. 
And then there’s this: “Women six feet or taller are 
either less attractive to men or are considered too 
intimidating to message,’ Rudder writes. “[But] 
the data also raises the interesting possibility that 
these tall women are much more likely to sleep with 
a man who does approach them. Compare the 6’0” 
woman to her 5’4” counterpart: The taller woman 
gets hit on about two-thirds as much, yet has had 
slightly more sex partners.” 

The takeaway for you, JCIL: Try hitting on taller 
women. 


My last relationship — an abusive one — ended 13 years 
ago, and I've been single for the last 10 years. I enjoy my 
life! And I get to wake up in the morning happy, not afraid! 
However, I would like to share my life with someone. I have 
not been asked on a date in years — sad — but I go out to 
movies, dinner, etc., on my own. Do Ihave a list? Yes! My 
love should be happy, enjoy my company, be able to sup- 
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port themself, be self-actualized, be capable of communi- 
cating without violence of any kind, and have a sense of 
humor. Iam physically fit, and although I'm not a beauty, 
I’m pretty enough! I snowboard and ride horses, I'm 
highly creative — I have lots of energy for 52.5! But is this 
it? AmI to be alone now? 

Lonely And Seeking Someone 


You may very well be alone for the rest of your life, 
LASS, but youre already doing everything I urge lonely 
people to do: You're getting out there and living your 
life, you're being yourself, you're doing shit, you're go- 
ing places. Happy, active, and self-actualized people are 
more attractive and likelier to attract mates — so put 
up a few personal ads and see if there’s anyone in your 
area who wants to join you for dinner, snowboarding, 
horseback riding, whatever. But more importantly, 
LASS, always remember this: It’s better to be a happy, 
active, and self-actualized single person than a misera- 
ble, sedentary, and the-opposite-of-self-actual- 
ized-whatever-that-is partnered person. 


Tama straight male who has never been in a romantic re- 
lationship. Iam not a virgin, but every romantic relation- 
ship I've tried to pursue has ended in disaster. A few 
things you should know about me: While Iam not a 
full-on clinical psychopath by a long shot, Iam on that 
scale and do have psychopathic tendencies. I know this 
makes me sound like an asshole (and I probably am an 
asshole), but Iam often the smartest person in the room. 
I wish this wasn't the case. Bottom line: lam extremely 
lonely. I have trouble relating to people, and they have 
trouble relating to me. I want to change how I relate to 
others, I want to be ina healthy relationship, and most of 
allI want to stop feeling so lonely, but Ican’t remember a 
time in my life when I didn’t feel isolated. I don’t even 
know where to start. Any guidance would be appreciated. 


Alone And Afraid 


You didn’t mention seeking professional help, AAA, 
and maybe that’s because you fear being smarter than 
the shrink in the room. But cognitive behavioral ther- 
apy is supposed to be an effective treatment for peo- 
ple with psychopathic tendencies. The goal isn’t to 
change you or rewire your brain, as that’s most likely 
impossible, but to change how you approach and in- 
teract with people. Also, AAA, a lot of people who are 
in relationships — even people who find it easy to in- 
teract with others — struggle with feelings of isola- 
tion. That’s not uncommon. And there are tons of 
people out there who aren't psychopaths (or on the 
scale) who can describe their romantic histories in the 
same apocalyptic terms that you do. Get help, keep 
things in perspective, and borrow a page from LASS’s 
playbook: Live your life, do shit, go places, even if you 
have to go alone for now. 


Iam acollege student just trying to get through my senior 
year with some halfway decent grades and a smidge of 
sanity. As such, I have basically given up the social scene. I 
avoid sexual or romantic interactions. The problem is, 
while I recognize that I will have plenty of time for social 
stuff once I graduate (and some far better prospects avail- 
able with a degree to my name), the rest of me is having 
trouble getting with the program. My weekends are a lot 
quieter and my wallet is more comfortable, but sometimes 
Ican't help feeling lonely. Is there anything in your bag of 
tricks for this self-imposed hermit? 

Losing Out Nearly Everyday 


Masturbate daily, LONE, and remind yourself before, 
during, and after blowing those loads that your isola- 
tion is something you chose when you prioritized 
your education. It isn’t something that was imposed 
on you by circumstance or height or mental illness — 
it’s also a problem that will solve itself in six months. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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peenee nee See who's online now! 


Surrender to bliss, simply receive & be 
nurtured. Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate. | Enjoy Catering To 
Mature Gentlemen. All My Sessions Are 
Tailored To Fit Your Needs Private Oakland 
Incall. Close To Lake Merritt! Call To Book 
The Experience You'll Cherish, 
Angela (510) 677-2388 





CLASSY SENSUAL ASIAN SWEETHEART 
READY TO SPOIL YOU! 
Independent professional massage 
therapist ready to give the Elite Deserving 
Gentlemen a relaxing sensual pampering. 
Private Oakland Incall close to Lake Merritt. 
Call Halle at 707-701-1807 





Club Voice M.A.L.E. 
SWEET & PETITE (Ultra M4M Chat) 


For a Great Massage, = s 2 
Call Ally at 650-630-3815 L midi decks 





EXCELLENT MASSAGE Call the VIP Club 
| like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. (America’s HOTTEST talkline) 
Maybe you would too? Available days & 1-869-662-4422 
evenings. 12 Noon-12 Midnight. Incall/ Int. LD rates apply 18+ 


Outcall CALL: 415-435-7526 
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HORNY LOCALGIRIS : TS’ Chick 


GIRLS! RIGHT NOW! Knockout 
Behind 
415%621°7406 


Sy) VIO), f 
BSD DE ey ByAN R ByA\ RA 7 
‘to)break the rules? 
Now/or, Never! A 
TS Lucy Gorgeous Transexual 
Mate Merl arlate with\7/1//2” Barbara 
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HEALTH CENTER 


_. MASSAGE 
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beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 


e PRIVATE SHOWER 
e TABLE SHOWER AVAIL. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 
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re bonsacete Maser To FREE DRY SAUNA 
ef Sala | W/BODY MASSAGE 


BLUE SKY HEALTH CENTER 


; 1347 DIVISADERO ST. 
602 Jackson St at Kearny in $F (between Ellis St. & O’farrell St.) 
415 781 5224 SF, CA 94115 — Call: (415) 359-9959 


ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 


You get Exactly,60, minutes Awesome 
Full Body,Massage; Not45 or. 55 





IOAMATOPRM 


266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF 


Style Hot Oil Shiatsu Massage | VIP Massage 


(VIP Room W/Shower] 3 ODEN nn 9793 Full Body Massage 


INA FREE BACK WALK aK =t>) 0 = 48 OF (=1o lame Roloretilola 


2505 Judah St./30th, SF 94122 ! 7 ) AYS 2558 GEARY BLVD Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 
BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
415-566-6666 “pre 415-658-7886 
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e Quality Asian Massage 





pats Body Scrub & Shampoo 
Meet Shirley, CMT 


_6 Years Experience | 


C Sus Sereg as < CA 94109 415-567-8825 
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Computer/IT: Rodan & Fields, LLC is 
seeking a Sr. net Dvplr for its San Fran- 
cisco, CA Ictn to act as the Technical 
Lead for Enterprise Services team (E.S.) 
for SOA based Architecture, Design & 
Dvlpt. Must have a Bach of Eng Deg 

or foreign deg equivit in Comp Sci or 
ritd fld + 5 yrs exp in rltd occptn of s/w 
dvplImnt in Microsoft Technologies, 

4 yrs exp in each of the following: 
design, analysis, & coding using C# & 
ASP.NET; & design & dvlpmnt using 
SQL RDBMS & 3 yrs exp in each of the 
following: S/w dvlpmnt Experience 
using REST API; troubleshooting & 
maintenance of existing applctns in 
Production (Live Applctns); & Code Re- 
view Process. Send cover Itr & resume 
to Rodan & Fields, LLC, HR - Job # Sr. 
.net Developer, 60 Spear Street, Suite 
600, San Francisco, CA 94105. 


Manager, Software Engineering - Capital 
One Services Il LLC in San Francisco, CA; 
Mult pos avail: Lead technical design, 
development, modification, and imple- 
mentation of computer applications 
using existing and emerging technology 
platforms with responsibility for overall 
delivery of software applications. 
Requires Master's degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engn/ClS/rel tech field & 2 
yrs exp in job offered or app dvplmt, OR 
Bachelor's or higher degree or foreign 
equiv in CS/Engg/ClS/rel tech field & 5 
yrs prog, post-bacc exp in job offered 

or app dvlpm. Must pass company’s 
assessment. To apply, visit www.capital- 
one.com/careers, then search keyword 
“Manager, Software Engineering’ or 
requisiton ID 769605. 





ENGINEER 

OneLogin, Inc. seeks Application 
Software Engineer - Responsible for 
developing Single SignOn software 
and Restful web services on ruby on 
rails server framework. Worksite: San 
Francisco, CA. Apply to: https://www. 
onelogin.com/jobs. 


Under New 


Management 


Tables, Showers 


& Private Rooms; 


Asian Massage 








Sr Operations Analyst - Yield (San 
Francisco, CA)_ - Perform valid & test of 
pricg &yield models to ensure adequa- 
cy & reformul models. Req Mast deg 
(or FDE) in Bus Admin, Fin, Strategy, or 
cl rel fld & 3yrs of exp in job offrd or a 
rel. Exp must incl 1yr bus analysis exp 
in digital adv; lyr exp wrkg in a matrix 
org interactg w/internal & external 
clients & makg mrkt strategy & pricg 
recommendatns; lyr of exp usg CRM 
systs, incl Dart, Salesforce, & AdTech; 
lyr of exp w/mrkt rsrch, data manip- 
ulatn & yield analysis; lyr of exp w/ 
projt mgmt in a digital ad corp; Must 
pass co's analytical review. Res to Molly 
Larson, AOL Advertising, Inc, 22000 
Pacific Blvd, Dulles, VA 20166. 

Please ref job ref# 322791. 





Sys Analyst - Supply Chain to analyze 
existing supply chain mgmt S/W, current 
tech specs, & new technologies to 
improve systems structure. Reqs: BS 
CompSci +3yrs exp as Sys Analyst/Sys 
Consultant. Exp must incl: serve as cus- 
tomer liaison; design & implement SCM 
systems; C#; ASP.net; Java; HTML; XML; 
& AJAX. Work site/interview: San Fran- 
cisco, CA. Mail resume to: G. Cheong, 
Sephora USA, 525 Market St 32nd Flr, 
San Francisco CA 94105. Principals Only. 
No calls please. EOE 


Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 





Staff Data Analyst: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Statistical data analysis for online and 
mobile gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104 


a 


2068 Mission St. 2nd dor ~~ 
415-552-6800 9am-9pm 
b/t 16th/17th near. 6th St. Bart 
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Greenhouse Worker & Truck Driver. 
Order prep. & drive 24’ boxtail. Req 
valid CA DL & clean record. Bayview. 
$12.50-$14 per hr. Plant experience 
a plus. Resume to: employment@ 
agreenplanet.com 





Business Intelligence Data Scientist: 
GREE, Int'l, Inc. Perform data analysis 
& devlp statistical models for data 
mining. Resume to: Midori Takeda, 
GREE, 185 Berry St., Ste. 590, San 
Francisco, CA 94107. 





Senior PHP Engineer: KIXEYE, Inc. 
Software systems engineering for 
onlinem gaming products. Resume to: 
John Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th 
Flr., San Francisco, CA 94104. 





COMPUTERS 

Technical Directors in San Francisco, 
CA. Desgn VFX animation, procedural 
& dynamic simulation, rigid body sim- 
ulation, and particle & fluid sys for use 
in feature film animation productions. 
Dvlp character rigs & animation setups. 
Reqs: Bachelor’s + 3 yrs exp. Apply: 
Lucasfilm Entertainment Company Ltd. 
LLC, Attn: E. Wintner, Job ID#TD5, P.O. 
Box 6992, Burbank, CA 91510-6992. 


HOUSE CLEANERS 


Great opportunity for exp. 
independents! Determine your own 
hours and schedule. 

Up to $17/hr base 1 on % + tips. 
References & some English required. 
(415) 239-1111 









































SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos 
1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 
1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 





SOUTH LAKE TAHOE 
CONDO 


at the base of Heavenly - Ski in/ 
out - Warm, cozy and close to 
everything. 2BR, 2 Bath, 1100 s/f, 
wifi, cable, 2 flat screens. Centrally 
located within 2 miles from the 
casinos and 1 mile from the lake. 
Community hot tub just steps 
away off the deck. Call Carolyn 
Carman at (916) 612-2172 for 
details or visit Best Tahoe Cabin 
Rentals | Ski Chalet Rental | Lake- 
house | South Shore Drive | South 
Lake Tahoe Holiday Rentals to 
view Sitzmark Condo. 
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HEALTH 


Visa/MasterCard/ 
Discover accepted 


Many Beautiful Asian 
Girls to Choose From 


~ Now Hiring Masseuses 
With Permits 


428 O'Farrell St. @ Taylor 
(near Hilton Hotel San Francisco) 


415-441-4133 








QuestChat” 


415.829.1111 


Oakland 





“18+ RESTRIGTIONS APPLY 






510.343.1111 
Santa Rosa 707.583.1111 


Fi“ questchat.com 


NORTH 
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'' FREE APP 


San Jose 408.514.0099 
Other Cities 1.888.257.5757 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA EVALUATIONS 


I855A Haight St. SF Sg 
INSIDE AMOEBA MUSIC 4 ’ 
(415) 831-1032 ( | 
gecsf.com | 










Medabtcad bes lELahS ED 
|-/ PARKING@KEZAR 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

I like to have fun, each and enjoy myself. Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evenin 

12noon-12midnight. Incall/ Outcall 415-435-7526 





Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 
* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * Fri-Sat: Noon-2am 





NOB HILL CAT CLIN Retail Locations: 

Free Exam for New Clients aa) 776-6122 

South Beach—tLincoln Rd. 

South Beach—Washington Ave. 
South Miam+—5855 Sunset Dr. 

Boca Raton -Town Center 

Palm Beach——-Wellington Green Mall 
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*420MD.ORG ose 
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American Apparel 
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hed QUALITY PHOTO ID Cards 

Walk-ins Welcome) 

Beware!|Some\Clinics Comevand Go and) Your 

Recommendation Will be) Worthless —_, 
Don’t|take!a chance. We Are’ The Oldest and Most) >. #1 MOST 
Dependable. TRUSTED 
Only/Our/Doctors Will Support You in Court at Our 
Expense) if; needed. 


3490 20th'St. 3rd ant fo 


415979622254 ean) Francisco, CA 941(10)_ 





Wide s 
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2366 San Pablo Avenue 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
www.mybpg.com 
510.540.6013 












SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 
77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 


800-510-6490 
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All patients are seen by a California Licensed MD *Medi 


$35* 


Walk-ins welcomed $45 


NEW 
PATIENTS 


CC — 
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WE MATCH ANY LOCAL 
COMPETITORS PRICE 


WITH PROOF OF AD 


Grovers AN IPADT Ne. 
WIN fA 


goes a> F) 


MMJDOCTOR.COM 


** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 





NEWAL* 


From any doctor 





LOCATIONS * 


